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FFFFFrrrrrom the Chairmanom the Chairmanom the Chairmanom the Chairmanom the Chairman
Brenda Hawkins [785]

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their subscription. Thank you especially to
Ann Turnor, our membership secretary, who has worked so hard to ensure that
everyone has paid the right amount � collecting the arrears and refunding
overpayments.

For a good many years now our expenses have exceeded our income. Without the
bookstall, our own publications and the interest on our deposits, we would have
had to increase subscriptions long ago. We have no bookstall manager, online sites
have reduced our census sales to a trickle, and interest rates have plummeted. It is
stating the obvious, but if we were a commercial venture, we would not survive. The
hard work of so many different people makes the Society possible, but the increase
in subscriptions gives us the flexibility to do more. An immediate necessity has been
computer equipment � Rita�s project team have been producing so many new CDs
that some of the equipment has been collapsing under the strain!

We were out in strength at WDYTYA �Live! with nearly twenty people helping out
over the three days at Olympia. The show was a great success for us, so much so
that we sold out of some of the books on the first day! While such events involve a
degree of planning, they are made far easier by having so many people helping out.
There are lots of other events that we should be attending, but it would be nice to
have a few new faces and not just �the usual suspects�! The bookstall is currently
lodged at my house, but this is not ideal as I don�t drive and have to rely on others to
collect the books before ever they go off to a fair. Anyone interested in taking over
the bookstall, please contact me.

In March I attended a meeting hosted by London Metropolitan Archives, to explain
all the changes that are in hand. There were no fewer than six staff members there,
including Deborah Jenkins who chaired the meeting and Caroline Shaw who
negotiated the deal with Ancestry.

Behind the scenes there has been a great deal of reorganisation, and consolidation
of departments between Guildhall & LMA. This undoubtedly has been a rationalisation
and cost-cutting exercise, but at the same time it does mean that LMA possesses one
of the largest conservation teams in the world.

Ancestry has started to roll out LMA records, beginning with Board of Guardian
material. They have already filmed all the parish registers (with the exception of
those in need of conservation) and are indexing them. My understanding of their
approach to Poor Law material is that the indexes will be far less detailed than our
own. Certainly, the records now available are simply images of the films, complete
with duplications. It is anticipated that the work will take approximately two years
in total. Approximately 77 million names will be included, including Bishops�
Transcripts for Westminster and other records extending beyond the LMA�s generally
recognised coverage. No fewer than 12 basic sources are being digitised, including
wills, electoral rolls up to 1965, land tax and school records. It is in LMA�s interest
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that errors be corrected as soon as possible and errors pointed out to LMA will be
acted upon.

LMA is launching a user registration card, which they are calling the History
Card. This will allow you access to original documents, enable you to print on new
copiers, and order documents in advance. Computerised ordering should prevent
misordering and also give us a personal history of previously ordered items. (I
particularly look forwards to computerised ordering. While I was there I attempted
to order a volume of settlement examinations for Lambeth. There are approximately
100 volumes, covering about a century, but they are not catalogued by dates. It took
two visits and fifteen volumes to find the one I wanted!

The catalogue is coming online and ultimately items will be removed from A2A.
As it stands the catalogue is designed for archivists, rather than end users, but it is
in its first stages of implementation and their ultimate plans are for something much
more touchy-feely.

The Guildhall library is having to house additional material. While changes are
taking place, some MSS records � the ones most used � will be transferred to LMA.
Others will require 48 hours notice for production at LMA. Maps and prints may be
seen by appointment. Ultimately, City of London records will be returned to Guildhall.
Anyone planning to visit LMA or Guildhall would be advised to check in advance
that the material they require is available.

The AGM this year gave us the opportunity to celebrate the 80th birthday of one of
our volunteers. Maureen O�Sullivan was born on Primrose Day, 19th April 1929. In
the early 1980s she and I were both spending our Saturday mornings at the Surrey
Record Office in Kingston. While I was busily researching my own ancestors in small
Surrey villages, she was already doing project work for the Society. Many of the
indexes in our research collection and publications on sale are the result of her
labours over the years.

PrPrPrPrProjects rojects rojects rojects rojects reeeeeporporporporporttttt
Rita Russell [7123]

Members may be forgiven for thinking we are not producing as much work as they
feel we should. However, to produce CDs containing transcriptions as accurate as
possible does take time and effort. We would rather be accurate than over-productive.
That said, the publications list in the March 2008 Journal showed 19 CDs on offer
and in the March 2009 list 28 CDs are available � so not too bad.

We continue to redo data from fiche to CD as the fiche records run out. There is
still a hard core of people who like working with fiche and buy a few off us.

The increased data available from the commercial companies has also had an
effect on our sales. We have to tackle this head-on by producing clearer and accurate
indexes if nothing else, making them available via our Super Name Index and keeping
our CDs at a reasonable price.

Barbara Bransgrove and Margaret Gaunt have spent two years now transcribing
the indexes at Sutton Register Office and have completed the records up to 1902. To

!
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BucBucBucBucBuckkkkkinghamshiringhamshiringhamshiringhamshiringhamshire Open Dae Open Dae Open Dae Open Dae Open Dayyyyy
Bucks FHS will be holding its Open Day on Saturday 25th July 2009, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., at the Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury (south east of the town between
A413 and A41). Free admission and free car parking at the school.

date nothing has been put on the Sutton Heritage website which is very frustrating
to them, the Registrar and the Society. Our ladies are taking the summer off as they
see little point in continuing until the work they have done appears on that website.
They deserve the break.

Several pieces of Poor Law records for Croydon, Battersea, Lambeth and Clapham
have been prepared for CD. This work will be completed in 2009 and I hope some
will already be available. A number of Monumental Inscriptions are also ready for
issue; we just have to decide the best way to issue these.

Super Name Index
The Index now contains approximately 305,500 entries which, if printed, would

take up 4775 pages. We have to thank Bob Burton for his continued work on this
and for making it available to us via an Access database.

I have handled a good number of enquiries throughout the year. The one drawback
at the moment is that I cannot extract individual data and email it through; I have to
print it and send by post. However, Bob and I are working on this problem.

There is a fee for receiving this data and full details are on the website. If you are
not online, then please ask me for a quote when requesting a search.

Lingfield Group
Our numbers have held steady averaging 35 per meeting and we have, after a

struggle finding different subjects, had some very interesting speakers. We kept to
the monthly meetings (except for August and December) and I believe this helped
keep the interest going. The programme for 2009 is now complete and is on the
website.

Research Centre
The Centre has been quite busy in 2008. There have been a good number of

visitors and the postal and email enquiries have kept the team of Beryl Cheeseman,
Peter Heather, Don Wormald and me very busy.

We were sad to see Beryl retiring at the end of the year and again wish her all the
very best.

Due to lack of use of the library service after a flurry of interest when the list was
included in a Journal in 2007, it was decided to sell off the books. These books are
not the �research� material which will remain at Lingfield for the foreseeable future.

The books were taken to the AGM and will be at each Group meeting where
possible. For an up-to-date list of what is still available for purchase, please contact
me. !

!
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Second WSecond WSecond WSecond WSecond Worororororld Wld Wld Wld Wld War accountsar accountsar accountsar accountsar accounts
Carol Harris

I have been asked, by an established publisher of history titles, to write a series of
books drawing on first hand, personal accounts from the Second World War. The
books will feature diaries, letters and other contemporary material. I am contacting
family history and local history societies in the hope that members of such groups
will be able to assist me in my research.

The first title to be published will focus on air raids and ARP. The other titles in
the series (Dunkirk, military nursing, VE Day, Women�s Land Army) will be published
if there is sufficient original material of interest on the topic and if the first volume
sells well.

The publishers, editor and I are confident on both counts that we will publish the
full series.

I work full-time as a medical journalist, writing books on topics that interest me
as a hobby. I have written and co-written (with my husband, Mike Brown) nine
books in the last ten years, mainly on aspects of the Home Front in World War Two.
Mike and I are both freelance researchers and have contributed to various television
and radio programmes, including BBC radio, Timewatch, Time Team, and Richard
and Judy. I speak regularly on Home Front topics at local groups.

I am spending the first few months of the project pulling together material on the
subject areas and assessing which titles in the series will be viable, based on the two
above criteria. The deadline for delivery of the manuscript for the first title is the end
of 2009, and I will need to collect the majority of material for this first volume by the
end of the summer.

Any material submitted will be considered for publication in the book although
obviously I cannot say what will and will not be included at this stage. I will, however,
send updates on the project to those submitting material and interested societies, so
you will know how it is progressing and when the first and subsequent books are
published. I shall of course credit my sources in the books.

I would be grateful if anyone who has any relevant material or memories would
contact me. My email is harbro@btinternet.com and my address is 15, Brockley
Grove, London SE4. Any original material will be copied and returned quickly.

Vouchers for sale
The Society keeps the following vouchers for sale (all £5 each):

FamilyHistoryOnlineFamilyHistoryOnlineFamilyHistoryOnlineFamilyHistoryOnlineFamilyHistoryOnline
FindmypFindmypFindmypFindmypFindmypast (was 1837 Online)ast (was 1837 Online)ast (was 1837 Online)ast (was 1837 Online)ast (was 1837 Online)

1911911911911911 Census vouchers will soon be available1 Census vouchers will soon be available1 Census vouchers will soon be available1 Census vouchers will soon be available1 Census vouchers will soon be available
If you would like to purchase any of the above, please send a cheque

(payable to �East Surrey FHS�) and an SAE to Sue Adams, 10
Cobham Close, Wallington, Surrey, SM6 9DS.

!
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GrGrGrGrGroup meetingsoup meetingsoup meetingsoup meetingsoup meetings

JuneJuneJuneJuneJune
22 Black British Ancestry Kathy Chater Southwark

Britain�s part in the slave trade and overseas Empire meant that black people came to
this country long before the 20th century, and left descendants. Could you be among
them?
This meeting will take place at Peckham Library.

24 Non-conformity: a teach-in for the family historian Alan Ruston Lingfield
A different slant on an interesting subject

JulyJulyJulyJulyJuly
11 The happiest days . . . (education and its records) Ron Cox Richmond
15 Charles Dickens and Southwark Stephen Humphrey Croydon
29 The Great Exhibition of 1851 Ian Bevan Lingfield

Ian has a wealth of knowledge on the exhibition and uses some local (Lingfield)
information to illustrate his talk.

AugustAugustAugustAugustAugust
6 From South Wales to Sutton � the story of my Welsh Ancestors

Chris Pocock Sutton
Chris is Secretary of the East Surrey Family History Society and has been researching
his family history for 13 years. He leads two groups in the Sutton branch of the
University of the 3rd Age. His talk will cover the research he has carried out into his
mother�s family with names like Jones, Evans and Davies

17 Members� meeting � successes and failures Southwark
An exchange of helpful suggestions, sources and ideas for research.
This meeting will take place at Peckham Library.

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember
3 Emigration Paul Blake Sutton

Paul is President of the East Surrey Family History Society. He is an author,
professional genealogist and teaches family history. Paul will talk about how you can
trace your ancestors who left Britain for other countries

12 The Gentleman�s Magazine Alan Ruston Richmond
15 Members� evening with computers, laptops Croydon

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctoberOctober
26 Family life and the aged poor in [east] London in the 1890s Marina Stack
Southwark
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This meeting will take place at Southwark Local History Library, Borough High Street, if
renovations are completed:  please see the September Journal for confirmation of the
venue.

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovemberNovember
14 Naval Ancestors Paul Blake Richmond
17 Trades and occupations sources

using bricklayers as an example David Cufley Croydon

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecemberDecember
3 Villages of East London Peter Lawerance Sutton

Peter is a local historian specialising in the historic county of Essex. This talk is about
the development of the different parishes of East London with marvellous photographs.
After the talk with is a  Christmas Social. Members are asked to bring contributions of
food and drink.

Ensure you check the day of the week carefully as not all Groups meet on the same evening or
at the same time (see below for times of meetings).

Croydon: United Reformed Church (small hall), Addiscombe Grove, Croydon, 7.45 p.m.
Secretary: Wendy Shuttleworth (020 8406 3814)

Lingfield: Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, High Street, Lingfield, 2.30 p.m.
Secretary: Rita Russell (01342 834648)

Richmond: Vestry House, 21 Paradise Road, Richmond, 2.30 p.m.
Secretary: David Carter (020 8642 6437)

Southwark:Southwark Local History Library, behind John Harvard Library, 211 Borough High
Street, London, SE1, 12  noon
Secretary: Sheila Gallagher (020 8337 8580)
Sutton: St Nicholas�s Church Hall, Robin Hood Lane, Sutton, 8.00 p.m.
Secretary: Chris Pocock (020 8642 6789)

Doors usually open 30 minutes before the start of the meeting (Croydon 15 minutes)

At risk?At risk?At risk?At risk?At risk?
Mike Lattimer [9316]

I have been trawling through Vols 1-25 of the Society Journal and I have come across
the  following death from Vol 18:2 June 1995, with a possible reference to Sheila
Gallagher�s article on accidental deaths recorded in the Burial Registers of Mitcham
St Peter & St Paul Church: �1808 10 Dec Theobalds Ann (supposed to have died in
consequence of the ill-treatment she has rec�d from her Parents). Coroner�s Verdict:
died by the Visitation of God, infant�. Was Ann on the �At Risk� register? !
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A TA TA TA TA Tobacco Wobacco Wobacco Wobacco Wobacco Wrrrrraaaaapper frpper frpper frpper frpper from Rom Rom Rom Rom Reigeigeigeigeigaaaaatetetetete, Sur, Sur, Sur, Sur, Surrrrrreeeeeyyyyy
David Higgins

An unusual find has recently been reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme � a
paper tobacco wrapper that was found under the floorboards of a house in the
Hartsfield area of Reigate in Surrey (Fig 1).  The wrapper is for the �finest York River
tobacco�, which had been specially packaged for sale by Miller Brothers of the High
Street in Reigate.

A quick search of some local trade directories failed to find any tobacconists
named Miller in the 1855 P.O. Home Counties directory but a Mrs Mary Miller, High
Street, Reigate, was listed as a tobacconist in 1878 (P.O. Directory of Surrey, p 2801).
The 1881 Census returns for Reigate High Street list the family as follows (RG 11
0799/112): -
Mary MILLER Head W Female 56 Leigh, Surrey, England Tobacconist   
Martin J. MILLER Son U Male 21 Reigate, Surrey, England Carpenter   
Joseph R. MILLER Son U Male 19 Reigate, Surrey, England Tobacconists Assistant   
Fanny M. MILLER Daur U Female 16 Reigate, Surrey, England Tobacconists Assistant   
Jessie M. MILLER Daur U Female 13 Reigate, Surrey, England Scholar   
Alice Ann HILL Niece U Female 22 Clapham, Surrey, England Tobacconist Assistant   

This shows that Mary Miller was born in about 1825 at Leigh, a small village a
few miles south of Reigate.  Her maiden name may have been Hill, as that is the
surname of her niece, and she was already a widow by 1881 (and probably as early

as 1878, given that the
Directory entry of that year
is in her name alone).  In
1881 she was living with
four of her children, two of
whom were sons and two of
whom were helping in her
tobacconists shop.

In 1891 �Miller, Mrs M.
(executors of)� are listed as
tobacconists in Reigate High
Street (Kelly�s Directory of
Kent, Surrey and Sussex, p
1892).  This suggests that
Mary had recently died and
that the estate was still being
settled.  The next available
directory at the time of this
search was Kelly�s Surrey
Directory of 1913.  In this
Directory (p 864) Joseph
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Richard Miller is described as a tobacconist at 24 High Street, which shows that the
family business continued to flourish for many years after Mary�s death.  Only one
of her sons, however, was running the business in 1913.  It seems most likely that,
following her death, both of her sons worked together to run the business during the
1890s, and perhaps even into the 1900s.  This provides the context for the tobacco
wrapper, which was produced for �Miller Bros�.  From this brief survey of the family
history and the style of the printing, it seems most likely that this wrapper can be
dated to the 1890s.  It provides a rare survival of this colourful type of packaging as
well as a testimony to a family of tobacconists who served the Reigate area for some
40 years or more.  I am grateful to David Williams of Reigate for bringing this wrapper
to my attention.
This material was originally published by the Society for Clay Pipe Research in its
Newsletter #74 pages 14-15.

MorMorMorMorMore ae ae ae ae about the Clabout the Clabout the Clabout the Clabout the Clay Pipesy Pipesy Pipesy Pipesy Pipes
Mike Lattimer [9316]

David Higgins is the Chairman of the Society for Clay Pipe Research and has researched
Surrey pipes in detail, but now lives in Merseyside. He would like to know if any of
our members have found any pipe makers in their family history. In particular, he is
looking for one or more makers who he thinks was active in the Reigate area between
1760-90. Pipes of this date with a heart symbol on each side of the heel (perhaps
even representing the surname Heart/Hart) are common in the area at this date and
the distribution seems to focus on Reigate. If any members have found references
then perhaps they could contact me.

UnwUnwUnwUnwUnwanted Ceranted Ceranted Ceranted Ceranted Certiftiftiftiftificaicaicaicaicatestestestestes
If you find a certificate that looks as though it may help with your research, contact
the member who is offering it. Any transaction is then solely between you and the
member concerned � the Society plays no further part.

Type Surname Forenames Registered Date From
B c CHAMBERS John Thomas MDX Shoreditch 1849 7035
B GOODYEAR Robert WOR Upton upon Severn 1846 827
B GOODYEAR Thomas Alfred SRY Wandsworth 1871 827
D c GRACE James GLS Cheltenham 1916 7645
D c HARRISON John WOR Droitwich 1904 8489
M c HARRISON Charles William YKS Haworth 1903 8489
D HILL Caroline SRY Wandsworth 1925 827
D HILL Caroline LND St Sepulchre 1911 827
M c MARSH/POPE William/Gertrude KEN Folkestone 1905 7645
D c SAUNDERS Thomas WOR Shipston on Stour 1880 8489
D TURNER William MDX St Geo Hanover Square 1858 827

!

!
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NeNeNeNeNews frws frws frws frws from Sutton Local Studies Centrom Sutton Local Studies Centrom Sutton Local Studies Centrom Sutton Local Studies Centrom Sutton Local Studies Centreeeee
Kath Shawcross (Borough Archivist & Local Studies Manager) 020 8770 4747;

local.studies@sutton.gov.uk; www.sutton.gov.uk
Sutton Archives and Local Studies has a number of events happening throughout
June as part of �The Story of London�. Keep an eye out for the GLA�s official publication
plus our own London Borough of Sutton brochure, posters and website for details.

On Sunday 14th June, 2.00 � 5.00 p.m., Central Library will be showing some
digitised films from our own archives plus excerpts from The Big Smoke, a British
Film Institute produced DVD that explores the forgotten face of London, 1896-1945.
We�ll be premiering a documentary on the River Wandle produced by the Sutton Film
Makers and two short films produced by Wallington High School for Girls as part of
an outreach programme using films from our archives.

Additionally, as part of the Story of London, there will be two introductions to
Tracing the History of Your House in Sutton: 17 June at 6.45 p.m. and 27 June at
10.00 a.m. Further information on these and the film showings from the contact
details above.

Other Story of London events that may appeal to the family and local historian
include:

Cheam Heritage walkCheam Heritage walkCheam Heritage walkCheam Heritage walkCheam Heritage walk: keep healthy and enjoy the local Heritage. Friday 19 June.
Meet at Cheam Library for a free guided walk around Cheam finishing with a tour of
historic Whitehall house & museum. 2.00 �
2.30 p.m. Free entry to Whitehall for those
on the walk. Details: 020 8644 9377.

Little Holland HouseLittle Holland HouseLittle Holland HouseLittle Holland HouseLittle Holland House (40 Beeches Avenue,
Carshalton, SM5 3LW): special opening on
Saturday 27 June 2.00 � 5.00 p.m. This is
the former home of Frank Dickinson, who
built his house between 1902-04, following
the ideas of the Arts and Crafts movement.
The listed interior contains his hand made
furniture, paintings, carvings and metalwork.
Free admission. Details from 020 8770 4781.

Journal bacJournal bacJournal bacJournal bacJournal back issuesk issuesk issuesk issuesk issues
Back issues may be obtained, subject to availability, from Gill Hyder at 41
Bardsley Close, Park Hill, Croydon, CR0 5PT. Please send 50p per copy to

cover the cost of postage.
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TTTTTececececech Th Th Th Th Topic � Connectionsopic � Connectionsopic � Connectionsopic � Connectionsopic � Connections
Brian Hudson [7324]

USB (Universal Serial Bus) is an interface designed to replace various serial and
parallel ports with one standard design of serial bus which connects items such as
keyboard, mouse, printer, etc.  It was originally intended for personal computers but
is now used in a wide range of other products such as personal digital assistants
(PDAs) and games consoles. Originally introduced as USB 1.0 in 1994 the specification
was updated in 2000 with the much faster USB 2.0. In 2008 the even faster Super
Speed USB 3.0 was announced with a speed of 4.8 Gbps (Gigabits per second); this
will probably become available around 2010.

The rectangular ports on a computer are known as type A. Other peripherals and
devices will often have a different style port such as Type B which is square and can
be found on printers. Much smaller plugs and sockets known as Mini A and B, and
Micro A and B will be found on some PDAs, digital cameras and mobile phones.

The USB trident symbol on a plug will usually face upwards when placed in a
horizontal socket; similarly the LED data light on a memory stick should face upwards,
except when the light is in the end.

Society FSociety FSociety FSociety FSociety Fairairairairairsssss
The Society will be attending the following Family History Fairs later this year. If any
is local to you then please go along and support our Society if you can.

July 25th Aylesbury Buckinghamshire FHS Open Day
September 20th Horndean Hampshire Genealogical Society Open Day
October 31st Woking West Surrey FHS Open Day

!
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TTTTThe Cowhe Cowhe Cowhe Cowhe Cowell fell fell fell fell family ofamily ofamily ofamily ofamily of  Birmingham and London Birmingham and London Birmingham and London Birmingham and London Birmingham and London
Beryl Ward [9239]

My 3xgt-grandfather William Cowell (a carpenter) died at 60 Water Street,
Birmingham, on 4th January 1848 aged 85. He had several children with his wife
Mary. One child, Henry, a master carpenter, was born c1794, I believe in Birmingham
although I cannot find his baptism.

In the early 1800s he lived in Horsemonger Lane, Newington, and at Holy Trinity
Church, Newington, and describing himself as a builder with his wife Ann on 28th

July 1853 baptised a child John; his brother James, also a carpenter (and my 2xgt-
grandfather) with his wife Mary Ann baptised a child William (my gt-grandfather).

Henry remained in Southwark, living in various places. In 1851 he was living at
20 Belvedere Place, Southwark Bridge Road. John, the son he baptised, became a
farrier journeyman and had several children by his wife Hannah (née Colven).

My 2xgt-grandfather James Cowell married Mary Ann Dent at St Luke�s, Old
Street, Finsbury on 20th August 1820 living mainly in Tower Hamlets and Stratford.
His son William Cowell (my gt-grandfather) came briefly to Birmingham sometime
between 1850 and 1860 and married Phoebe Perry in 1854, returning to live in
Stratford until about 1868, when the family settled in Ladywood, Birmingham, where
my grandfather Arthur was born on 17th July 1871.

Another brother of Henry was Robert, a gunstocker by trade who lived in
Southwark and Birmingham. He married twice. He also had a long career in the
British Army, serving 21 years in the 6th Regiments of Foot.

Although I have an almost complete picture of my direct line I need to fill in some
blank spaces, especially for Henry Cowell of Southwark and his family.

LaLaLaLaLaterterterterteral thinkal thinkal thinkal thinkal thinking . . .ing . . .ing . . .ing . . .ing . . .
This is the title of a one-day conference to be held at St Mary�s Church Hall,
Twickenham, TW1 3NJ, on Saturday 26th September.

It will be hosted by the West Middlesex FHS; tickets (£9) may be obtained from
Mrs K A Dudman, 119 Coldershaw Road, Ealing, London W13 9DU. Please send an
SAE together with a cheque payable to �West Middlesex Family History Society�.

Speakers will include Michael Gandy (�How English Records work � what there
is and what there isn�t . . .�) and Eric Probert (�Lesser known sources�).

Refreshments will be available morning and afternoon; bring a packed lunch or
eat locally at one of the many cafés or pubs. !

!
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Hop THop THop THop THop Trrrrrade memorialade memorialade memorialade memorialade memorial
Rita Russell [7123]

The photograph on the cover of the Journal shows the memorial commemorating the
men of the London Hop Trade who died during the First World War. If anyone would
like a copy of the photograph, please contact me.

SURNAME RANK REGIMENT
ADAMS A A Pte 15th Cty of London Reg
ARNOLD E Pte 9th Bn Suffolk Reg
ATTREE G W Cpl Q R W Sy Reg
BAIRD F M Capt 9th A and S Highrs
BENTON C B L/Cpl Q R W Sy Reg
BEST F R Lieut 1/4th L N Lancs Reg
DASTON W Trooper Surrey Yeonmanry
DOWTHWAITE A G Sigr R E (attchd Signal Coy)
DOWTHWAITE H J Conr A O C
FRANCIS R F Pte 17th K R R Corps
GASKAIN C S Lieut R A F
GILL A S Pte H A C
GUEST H J Pte Sth Staffs Inf
HAMMOND C Pte Gren Gds
HUBBLE F R 2nd Lieut M T R A S C
IVES F Cpl R F A
JACKSON F Rflman Rifle Brigade
LE MAY A E Lieut R F A
MARLER A F Pte 22nd Bn Queen�s Reg
MARSHALL S J Pte M G C
MATTHEWS P A J Rflman Lnd Rifle Brigade
MAY W Pte 1st Som L I
MEAD A E Rflman 1st R I R
MORRIS N P Capt R A F
MUDGE E J Gunner R F A (A A)
NELSON A E Pte 2/1st Cty of Ldn Reg R F
PARRISH F Pte A O C
SCOTT A A Pte 5th Cam Highrs
SMITH W G Pte Q R W Sy Reg
SPRINGBETT H Rflman Rifle Brigade
TOMKINS J Pte Sth Staffs Inf
WARDLE J R Major Q O R Glas Yeomanry
WINDRIDGE A L Sgt Obs R N A S
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NeNeNeNeNews frws frws frws frws from Surom Surom Surom Surom Surrrrrreeeeey Heritay Heritay Heritay Heritay Heritagggggeeeee
Julian Pooley, Team Leader, Heritage Public Services

Staff at Surrey History Centre were recently delighted to hear that we have been
given a four-star rating by The National Archives, placing us in the top 10% of local
authority archive services in England and Wales.

The rating was given following an in-depth evaluation of every aspect of our
service, from the way we look after our precious holdings and protect them from fire
and flood to the way we help members of the public to use those holdings in their
research. In part the rating is a reward for Surrey County Council�s investment in a
complete overhaul of the Centre�s air conditioning plant, which after 10 years of
service was beginning to show its age. The work has ensured that the records that
fill the Centre�s huge strong-rooms, be they paper, parchment, film or digital, are
now being stored in the cool, dry, stable conditions they need to ensure their
preservation.

In a follow up inspection by The National Archives, the inspector judged Surrey
History Centre to be �an archive service delivering well across the board, balancing
the requirements of collecting, preservation and access to offer a service capable of
reacting positively to challenges and opportunities�.

Particularly commended as �outstanding in a national context� was our work in
outreach and collection development. In these areas, we have been successful in
getting grant funding for projects working with Surrey regiment veterans, refugees
helped by Ockenden International and the mental health community, and have added
a number of diverse collections to the archives, ranging from oral history recordings
to records of Surrey�s ethnic community groups.

We have been particularly busy with outreach events in the early part of 2009.
On Saturday 28th February over 120 people of all ages took part in three workshops
held by the Nonsuch Dance Company where they learned three styles of Tudor dance,
the processional pavane, the galliard and sinkapace. The event was called �Strictly
Cometh Dancing� and proved a huge hit with local families. Many people came in
costume; there were displays of Tudor handwriting and a juggler. We hope to repeat
the event later this year, so keep an eye of the Events page on our website for further
dates. In marked contrast, but no less successful, we held an afternoon of talks
about Surrey�s mental hospitals on 7 March. This was the Spring Meeting of Surrey
Local History Committee and over fifty people came to hear talks about the Epsom
Cluster of mental hospitals, Royal Earlswood Asylum for Idiots at Redhill and
Brookwood Hospital in Woking. The following week, still riding high on the success
of our appearance with Rory Bremner in the recent series of the BBC�s Who Do You
Think You Are? we held a Family History Day when over 200 people turned up to
receive family history advice from our team of experts, covering everything from
internet enquiries to military ancestors, adoption research to worldwide family history
spanning South Africa, Canada, Holland, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and Jamaica. We
are very grateful to the East Surrey Family History Society for all their help and
support throughout the day. During the afternoon, TV genealogist Nick Barratt gave
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a very entertaining and anecdotal view of �Family History in the Media�, revealing
what really goes on behind the scenes of the BBC programme and focussed on the
importance of keeping track of our own personal heritage in the modern media age
of text, phone and email, very different to our letter-writing ancestors.

Our volunteers, Mike Couper and Philip and Kathryn Bennett, are continuing to
make excellent progress on their projects to index the admission registers of the
Royal Philanthropic Society�s school at Redhill and the great run of Surrey Quarter
Sessions papers. Penny James is adding details of thousands of early Surrey sale
particulars from the archive of White and Sons of Dorking to our sale particulars
database and we have recently been joined by Christine Redshaw, who has begun
work on an index to the 64 case books of Brookwood Mental Hospital covering the
period 1867-1908, and Isabelle Belloque, who is indexing thousands of photographs
of historic Surrey buildings from Surrey County Council�s Historic Buildings division.

Finally, visitors to our public searchroom will notice a couple of new faces in our
team of Heritage Assistants this year. As Jill Hyams has been seconded to catalogue
the Ockenden International Archive and as Rhona Elstone will be absent for much of
this year on maternity leave, we have appointed Lucy Clarke and Natalie Cohen to
join our public services team. We have also invested in an archive weighing machine
which will add another level of security when we issue manuscripts and rare books
to the public in our searchroom. Many record offices already use these to weigh
items at the point of issue and return. They are very sensitive and can weigh items
ranging in size form a box of papers to a single postage stamp.

New accessions
New accessions of records have continued to flow into the History Centre, from

churches, schools, local businesses, district and parish councils and a whole host of
other organisations and individuals. Those mentioned below represent a tiny fraction
of what has been received, but just happen to have caught the eye.

A small but fascinating group of papers relates to the manufacture of penicillin
by the Ripley Pharmacy (our ref 8468). Penicillin had been discovered in 1928 but
was not exploited until 1939 with the work of Howard Florey and Ernst Chain. The
production of penicillin became a wartime priority and pharmaceutical factories in
the USA, United Kingdom and Russia manufactured large quantities of penicillin
which was used to save the lives of wounded soldiers. None, however, was available
to the civilian population. In April 1944, using urine pots and an ice-cream refrigerator
borrowed from a local shop, Kenneth White, in his pharmacy at Ripley, became the
first civilian chemist to manufacture penicillin filtrate. The early penicillin was not
suitable for injecting so White made it into a cream and gave it away to local doctors
and hospitals. Including case histories, letters, cuttings and articles, these papers
provide a remarkable insight into the early history of a great life saver.

We were also delighted to receive a photograph of Florence Winifred Hooker of
Ewhurst in her World War I Land Army uniform, together with her copy of the Women�s
Land Army Handbook (ref 8488). Women were not conscripted during the First World
War, although around 2 million women volunteered for war work on the home front.
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The handbook reveals that in little more than a year of service, Florence worked in
Somerset, Guildford and East Anglia and also provides the words and music of the
Land Army song.

�Come lasses and lads / Take leave of your dads / And away to the country hie, /
If war shall fall / Then each and all / Must help to bring peace nigh ....�

Finally, we also were pleased to receive a document reflecting a time when
attendance at school was only slowly being enforced and accepted. It is a handwritten
circular notice dated 1886 addressed to parents and guardians of children attending
West End School, notifying them of bye laws made by Chertsey Local Government
Board, which require all children under 13 years of age to attend school unless they
have a certificate of attainment of Fifth Standard in all three subjects and to attend
full time unless they have attained the Fourth Standard (our ref 8458). The school
managers seek to encourage compliance with the law, arguing: it is to the advantage
of the child, as �irregular children are always backward children�; they �injure their
neighbours� by wasting teachers� time; they �injure the parish � because they drive
out of it the money which the government offers for good attendance�; and they
�injure themselves� and cost their parents money by taking longer to acquire the
Standard.

WWWWWeeeeebsite rbsite rbsite rbsite rbsite round upound upound upound upound up
Brian Hudson [7324]

www.bourne-society.org.uk This local history society takes its name from the
underground streams that flow through two valleys in eastern Surrey. Its areas of
interest are Caterham, Chaldon, Chelsham, Chipstead, Coulsdon, Farleigh, Godstone,
Kenley, Sanderstead, Whyteleafe, Warlingham, and Woldingham. The website contains
a great deal of interesting local information together with maps and pictures. It also
includes details of the society�s publications, membership and informative quarterly
Journal.
www.deceasedonline.com This is a central database of statutory burial and cremation
registers for the UK and the Republic of Ireland. This site is designed to enable
Municipal Cemeteries and Crematoria to put their records online so that searches can
be made across multiple cemetery records. The advantage of these records is that
they might contain burial and cremation information that is not noted on death
certificates. Searching is free but then it is pay-per-view to see any additional
information that may, just possibly, have been provided.
www.rootstelevision.com An interesting American website which features a large
number of family history/genealogy related videos to watch, provided that Adobe
Flash Player is installed on your computer.  The content is mainly free to view and is
aimed at a very wide range of interests.  Due to the video content it is best viewed
using a broadband connection.

!

!
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EvEvEvEvEvent infent infent infent infent informaormaormaormaormation frtion frtion frtion frtion from Surom Surom Surom Surom Surrrrrreeeeey Heritay Heritay Heritay Heritay Heritaggggge Centre Centre Centre Centre Centreeeee

Gypsy Day at Bourne Hall, Ewell, KT18 5BY on Saturday
20th June.
Join us for a day (10.00 a.m. � 5.00 p.m.) of traditional Gypsy singing, wagons, and
food, together with the chance to find out more about Gypsy family history from the
Romany and Traveller Family History Society. There will also be free children�s
activities.

Entrance is free � just turn up to Bourne Hall.

Internet Workshops
These workshops are for newcomers to family history research and for those more
experienced researchers who have not yet used the internet. The workshops will
introduce you to some useful websites to assist your research as well as online
catalogues, the Surrey History Centre Collections catalogue, census data and military
records. Non-library members are most welcome but basic keyboard and mouse skills
are needed for these workshops.

Duration: 1½ hours. Ticket price £5. Advance booking is essential for these
workshops, either by phone on 0300 200 1001 or by visiting the library.Horley
Library Friday 24 April

Walton Library Tuesday 16 June 
Oxted Library Wednesday 24 June 
Banstead Library Thursday 16 July 
Farnham Library Tuesday 8 September 
Redhill Library Wednesday 21 October 
Epsom Library Saturday 7 November 
Staines Library Wednesday 25 November 
Guildford Library Friday 4 December

Genealogical Record Research Services
covering Surreycovering Surreycovering Surreycovering Surreycovering Surrey, Sussex and London, Sussex and London, Sussex and London, Sussex and London, Sussex and London

Do you live too far away to justify the expense of locating your genealogical
records in S. E. England repositories?

Let me do the legwork extracting the records for you.
Prices from £6 per hour + expenses (see website for details)

Andy Spooner, Old Scaynes Hill House, Clearwater Lane,
Scaynes Hill, West Sussex, RH17 7NF, England

Web: http://www.grrs.co.uk     Tel: +44 (0) 1444 831602     Email: grrs@btinternet.com
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RRRRResearesearesearesearesearccccching British Military History on the Nething British Military History on the Nething British Military History on the Nething British Military History on the Nething British Military History on the Net
Dr Stuart C Blank, Alwyn Enterprises Ltd. PO BOX 356, Paignton, Devon, TQ3 1WZ,
ISBN 0-9554136-0-5

Reviewed by Karen Thatcher
In the last Journal I reported on an exciting book, Family History on the Net.  I have
now found an equally exciting book, this time researching British Military History
on the net, and it is very easy to use.  At some time during our research we will be
searching some part of military history. This book has an abundance of websites all
relating to military history, British Army, Armies of the Commonwealth, Empire and
Dominions.

This is a well set out book with an easy-to-use Index and Abbreviation Sections.
I found this useful as I often come up against abbreviations I have never seen before.
Conflicts from Cromwell to the Gulf War of 1991 all have websites. You will find
information on Army Research and History Societies, Regiments, Units and
Formations. I was impressed to find sites for the POW Associations, Battles and
Campaigns and also sections for Medals, Nursing, Newspapers, Cemeteries, Pensions,
Enigma Code, Shot at Dawn, Bletchley Park and Murphy�s Register and much more.
The Murphy�s Register holds an online database of photographs of service personnel
who served in around the Great War period.

At the back of the book is a detailed list of Regiments and Formations with index
reference to Regimental Museums. There are 139 Museums listed and at least 24
pages listing the Regiments and Formations. There is a section for internet based
discussion groups from Napoleonic War, New Zealand and Australian History, Crimean
and Boer Wars.

It is a very interesting book and a wonderful edition to my ever-growing bookshelf.
The cost of the book is £12.50 and it can be purchased at the National Archives
bookshop.

FFFFFrrrrree access to the 1911 censusee access to the 1911 censusee access to the 1911 censusee access to the 1911 censusee access to the 1911 census
Brian Hudson [7324]

Now that caught your attention, didn�t it? In these financially straightened times
anything to keep down the cost of research is welcome; however, like many headlines,
it is a little misleading. The place to go for free access to the 1911 census is The
National Archives (TNA) at Kew; the misleading bit is the cost of travel, refreshments
and, for some, accommodation which have to be taken into account. There is also
the small matter of the charge for printed copies.

If you do decide to take advantage of the free access and you haven�t visited TNA
before then here is some guidance. The first thing that will strike you on arrival is
the size of the imposing building which is set in nicely manicured grounds and ideal
for a picnic in the better weather. Inside the main entrance is the reception desk
where there is information on the day�s events. (This usually includes a free
introductory talk for novice visitors at 11.30am. It lasts about half an hour and is a

!
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comprehensive guide to the range of services and resources available at TNA.)
Assuming your visit is mainly to use the 1911 census then a computer has to be

reserved and this should be done before going any further. To the left of the reception
area (at the time of writing) is the 1911 booking desk where hourly slots can be
booked at the time of your choosing, providing there is not too much demand. A
sheet of paper with details of the start time, computer number, logon name and
password will then be handed to you.

Leaving the reception area and walking towards the archives area, there is a
bookshop on the right and a large seating area with coffee bar and self service
restaurant on the left. The eating area can be used by everyone regardless of whether
food and drink has been purchased there or brought in.

Next to the bookshop is a museum where among other exhibits, are Magna Carta
and the Domesday Book; next to the museum is the cloakroom where coin-free
lockers are provided.

The census computers are on the first floor and by following the blue �1911�
footprints on the carpet you will arrive at the 1911 area. It is advisable to arrive
before your booked time to obtain a printing card. This is essential if you want a
record of your research as there is no facility for downloading onto a memory stick,
etc. A printing card costs 20p from a machine near the computer and this pays for
one print. You can add to this later but it is probably a good idea to put more money
on the card to start with, but not too much as the card has to be surrendered when
you leave. Dedicated staff in blue shirts are on hand to help out and rather than try
to describe the process here it is probably simpler to ask one of them; however, in
essence individual print jobs are stored up until you decide to print them. The prints
are black and white on good quality A3 paper. If you experience trouble a neighbouring
user might be able to help but otherwise grab a member of staff, the allotted hour
will go soon enough without wasting precious time.

A3 prints can be rather awkward to carry and keep undamaged so be prepared
with a suitable folder/bag/tube to transport them home safely.

After all the excitement of (hopefully) finding all that new information it is time
for a refreshment break and/or to have a good look round at where things are located
and pick up some information leaflets. There is also a Research Enquiry desk where
expert staff can answer questions and give guidance.

If your research entails looking at archive material that has to be ordered, then a
reader�s ticket must be obtained. To do this the correct proof of identity is required.
You must have two suitable documents with you � one with a signature to prove
your identity, such as a driving licence or credit card and one to prove your address,
such as a recent utility bill or credit card statement. Guidance to other acceptable
forms of identity is shown on the TNA website.

Hopefully your visit will have been a success, provided lots of answers, produced
avenues for research and whetted your appetite for another visit in the future.

The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU: telephone 020 8876
3444 or see the website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. !
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History ofHistory ofHistory ofHistory ofHistory of  R R R R Reigeigeigeigeigaaaaatetetetete
(see page 4 of the March 2009 Journal for the background to this article)

Foreword
The pages following are not copied from the Original Chronicle, but are from a
manuscript, the work of a lad, or someone unfamiliar with the Chronographic
peculiarities which obtained in the 18th and early 19th centuries, and palpably
responsible for many errors of omission and commission. In the present effort, care
has been exercised to preserve the �floor of the narrative� as we can imagine it came
from the quills of the Author or Compilers, and small liberty has been taken with
their Grammatical Construction or Orthographical Eccentricities. The paragraphing
and punctuation have been to some extent amended, a course rendered necessary
owing to causes mentioned above, and the excessive use of capitals has not been
followed.

The freer accessibility to Ancient Archives, together with the larger light thrown
on the Early History and Customs of our Country which the patient researches of
latterday Students have placed before us, must of necessity render apocryptal (sic)
some of the Ancient History herein portrayed. It is interesting however as a �General
Gossip� over the Neighbours and their Homes, the Town and its environs, and the
reminiscences of men � then aged, jotted down by an observant resident of Reigate
a century ago. Especially valuable is the detailed account of the ancient Sepulchral
memorials and inscriptions then remaining in the Parish Church and God�s acre
adjoining, many of which have been ruthlessly swept away during alterations and
restorations of subsequent years.

The History
The present name of the County of Surrey was given by the Saxons, written Sudree
or Southree, that is, the South River, and now called Surrey from South River.

Reigate derived its name from the Saxon Rigge, or ridge or hill, and Gait, an old
word for a �Way� or road to walk in. Before, it was called Cherchefelle, i.e. Churchfield.
It is supposed that after the Saxons had thrown off their Paganism, they built a
Church or Churches in the fields; from that it derived its name of Churchfield, now
called Reygate, from a common which was nearby under the hill.

Reigate has undergone a change of spelling at least four times within 70 years.
First it was Rygate, next Ryegate: the next Reygate, and now it is Reigate. By what I
can find in the Ancient Records, Reygate or Raygate is the original name. It is
suggested that in ancient times this place was the retreat of the natives of Britain
whom the Romans could never drive out � therefore it must have been in these days
a strong place. Ryegate in Surrey in Domesdei was called Cherchefelle; in the reign of
Edward I (1292) it was called Raygate. Aubrey takes notice of an Ancient Chapel
dedicated to St Lawrence in Bell Street, and of another dedicated to the Holy Cross,
just by the sign of the Red Cross, besides that dedicated to St Thomas à Beckett. It
was called Reygate in the old Valor Beneficiorum, supposed to have been made in
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1292, and we find one John de Ryegate, a justice itinerant in 1227, in the sixth year
of Edward I so that sometime in 90 years this change of name came about.

Some authors say that Reygate was the most ancient name, that the Saxons built
a church in the fields and called it Cherchefelle, and dedicated it to St Mary Magdeleine
in the fields; and that this Church was the first built upon the conversion of the
Saxons. Whatever there was might have been raised during the inroads of the pagan
Danes, and nothing left besides the name. Domesdei doth not mention any church,
and perhaps that which was afterwards built, was erected by Earl de Warren. Some
believe however, that Raygate to have been the more ancient name of the Town, or of
some place within the present Parish. There is a Common within the North part of
the parish called the Ray (or Wray) Common, and formerly had had a gate at the
entrance of it called the Ray Gate. If the Common took its name from the parish, or
the parish from the common, we know not. The Common is situated on a rising
ground, and nearly under the hill, (Rigge or Ridge) and the town is likewise under a
hill. Rigge or Ridge is a Saxon name for the likeness of a hill that is steep and, as we
call it, �hanging�. Gate is an old word for road or track in which we go and as a man�s
way of walking is called his �gait�. Ray in the Saxon language is Ridge or Hill and
gate is road, that which leads to it. According to the Saxon language, it is Raygate or
Reygate.

It is observable that this name comes three times in this neighbourhood � as
Raygate, Newdigate and Gateon, now called Gatton; also that these three parishes
are in a line through which this gate and road might pass. The ways that the Saxons
used were generally made by the Romans and we do not know but that there might
be a Vicinol, i.e. an adjoining way from Anstybury, notoriously a Roman fortress
upon Stone Street, through Newdigate, Raygate and over the Ray Common to Gateon,
to Caterham and to Keston in Kent. This would pass by two small camps, made (it is
presumed) for the exercise of the Tynones (or Tyros), i.e. the young beginners � one
at Caterham and the other at Chelsham, but this is not known for a certainty. There
are sometimes in the line from Anstybury to Newdigate half a mile from Stone Street
(the road to Dorking) parts of an Agger or Causeway remaining which cannot be
broken up in ploughing but the ploughs are drawn over it and pitched into the
ground again. King William I kept Cherchefelle in demesne. It had been held by the
fair Eddeva in the Confessor�s time. It was computed at 37 hides and a half. A hide
is 20 or 30 acres of land. It had 67 Villani (villagers), 2 mills and 12 acres of pasture
land. The woods were large, furnishing the Lord of the Manor with 150 fat rent hogs
and 43 Canones. The whole was forty pounds per annum.

The parish is of great extent � about 20 miles in circumference. Audrey makes the
Earl de Warren to have held this town in Chief of the King from the Norman invasion
but this is not known for a certainty. It is not mentioned for a certainty in the surety
that Warren had then one inch of land in the County of Surrey, but they had the
Manors here in the reign of Rufus or Henry I for we find that Hamelin which was the
name of the Earl de Warren who was an early benefactor to St Mary Overee in the
Borough of Southwark. In 1313 John Earl de Warren and Surrey procured Edward II
a market here on Tuesday. He gave the King the inheritance of his castle and town.
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The King returned it to him the next year. In the year 1398, Richard possessed it &
forfeited it afterwards. Nevil, Lord Bargavening & William, Marquis of Barkey had
each a fourth part of it � from whom it was recovered by law.

Camden & Aubrey say they think the Castle was built by Earl de Warren, but they
say upon how old a foundation, nobody now knows. That it was called Holmsdale
Castle , from the quantity of Holm that grew in the Valley.

Sir William Dugdale, upon the family of Warren saith: that William the son of
Hamelin was found to have held Raygate of the King in Barony from the descent of
his Ancestors since the conquest. This can be true only one way: if �since� may be
explained as sometime after the Conquest. The same great man has reckoned up all
the Counties in which the vast estate of Earl de Warren lay. In one he had 30 manors,
but of Surrey he does not mention any. And who were Hamelin�s ancestors? He was
a Cadet of the Earl of Anjou , & came into the earldom of Surrey no otherwise than
by marrying Isabel, widow or sister of an Earl that died without issue, & the King
consented to his enjoying the honours & estate of Isabel�s family it must be understood
- if any. But antecessors may mean no more than Predecessors in Honour & Estate.
The second William Earl de Warren, who lived in the reign of Rufus (William II) was
the first Earl of Surrey. The history of the first William, then only William, Earl de
Warren in Normandy is as follows:- From the monks of Eley, some of whose lands he
had taken from them � though founded on a ridiculous story, lets us into a notion of
that strict honour for which they would recommend themselves to posterity!

The Abbot of Ely at the minute William expired, many miles off saw the Devil
carrying off his soul, & heard him pray to God for mercy. This he told the next day to
the Society. Four days after came a messenger from the Earl�s Lady, who had been
dead some years before him with a 100 shillings to them for the good of her husband�s
soul. But the Abbot refused it saying: he would not touch the money of the damned.

Lord William Monson had this demolished castle & Manor after the Common
Wars. It was forfeited at the Restoration & enjoyed by the Duke of York until 1688.
Lord Summers had the next grant of it, from whom it came to a Mr Cocks & afterwards
to Sir Joseph Jekyll. The title of Lord Summers became extinct, by what means is not
said. After some time it became the property of a Mr Cocks again. About the beginning
of the reign of King William III, the title of Lord Summers was granted to the
Honourable Charles Cocks, or Sir Charles Cocks, & is now in the possession of John
Earl Summers.

Sir William Dugdale says that Hamelin the first Earl de Warren was a Cadet of the
Earl of Anjou who married Gundred the daughter of K. William I in Normandy before
he came to England, & who gave him the title of Earl William & after that of Earl de
Warren in Normandy & Gundred his wife was called Countess of Warren in Normandy.
In what manner K. William I enfeoffed this Norman Earl cannot now be ascertained
as no written evidence is found relating to it. He was not however in fact an English
Baron until he was created Earl of Surrey by William II.

Camden tells us that it was said that William de Warren built a Castle at Reigate.
Other authors say that he only altered & repaired it & built a house to it. It is said
that K. William I gave Earl de Warren the County of Surrey. Several historians say
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that this donation took place about the year 1070 or 1071, & that he made him
Governor of Surrey, to have an eye on the people. Gundred, the wife of Warren died
in childbed at what year is not said � but before the Earl, & she was buried in Lewis
priory in Sussex. When that part of the priory was taken down, her remains and
tomb were removed to the Parish Church of Isfield in Sussex. The Earl died June 24th

1088, but where he was buried is not certain. Gundreds remains were removed from
Isfield about the year 1775 to Southover Church in Lewis. The Ministers of Southover
& Isfield & Sir Charles or Sir Peter Bunell caused her remains & tomb to be removed
� on what account we know not. The Minister�s name at Southover at that time was
Newton.

Charles II granted to Reigate a Market to be held the first Wednesday in every
month, for cattle it is now held the first Tuesday.

Here was a Priory of Black Canons, founded by Warren, Earl of Surrey in King
John�s reign, south of the castle, near a pleasant hill, fronting it. John Earl de Warren
& Surrey, the last of the family founded a Chantry for the celebration of Daily Mass
for his own & the souls of his family. At the dissolution this house was valued at
£68. It has since been in the possession of Lord Howard of Effingham, whom Queen
Elizabeth created Earl of Nottingham after the Spanish Armada. He died in the year
1624 aged 87. It afterwards came to to Elizabeth Howard the daughter of Robert
Howard Esq & afterwards came to Lord Mordaunt and Earl of Peterborough by the
marriage of Elizabeth Howard. It is said that the Countess of Peterborough granted
the park away, which was the cause of its being separated from the Priory.

The Park belonged to Lord Sommers� family many years Lord Sommers purchased
the Priory. The priory was sold by the trustees afterwards, to Sir John Parsons, after
his decease, it came to Humphrey Parsons Esqre his son, who was twice Lord Mayor
of the City of London. The Queen ordered a piece of silk of a particular pattern to be
made for a gown. When it was carried to her, the maker of it charged the Queen £50
a yard for it. The Alderman�s Lady hearing of it went & purchased it & was painted
in full length coat with it. The Queen hearing of it afterwards said; Surely she should
have purchased it as well as a C..y brewers wife.

After the decease of Mrs Sarah Parsons, the Alderman�s lady aforesaid, the priory
in 1759 was sold to pay debts, to a Mr Richard Ireland - a miserable old cheesemonger
� with the furniture for about £4,000. He died, & left it to a Mrs Jones & family, who
sold it to a Mr Manbray (or Mowbray). About the year 1808 or 1809 it was afterwards
sold to the Lord Sommers.

to be continued in the next issue

DesperDesperDesperDesperDesperaaaaately seektely seektely seektely seektely seeking . . .ing . . .ing . . .ing . . .ing . . .
any contributions for future issues of the Journal, whether they be tales of your own
research, successes (or failures) in your Family History, or simply comments on
�how to do it�.

Articles should be sent to the Editor, whose contact details appear inside the
front cover.

!
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Binsfield / Binefield
M Grisdale [647]

The above place name appears as the place of birth for a woman living in Yorkshire
found in the 1851 census return. Does anyone know where it is (or was), whether
records exist, or in which parish baptism would be found? The place name does not
appear in Place Names of Surrey by Gover.

Blunden
Clive Spinage [5465]

I am trying to trace a photograph showing the shop of A. BlundenBlundenBlundenBlundenBlunden, Harness Maker,
who is in the 1911 census at Bramley, Guildford, also in Kelly�s Directory 1913.

Can anyone copy one to me or inform me where I might consult one, e.g. in a
book of historical photographs of Bramley if such exists? I do not live locally and am
unable to visit the Surrey Records Office which is unable to help me on the matter.

Any information would also be welcome and names of any apprentices circa
1908 to 1914.

Butler / Hargan
Sally Marshall [9686]

I am trying to trace Susan ButlerButlerButlerButlerButler, married to Peter.
Susan, formerly Susan Hargan, was, I understand, researching her father�s family

Derrick Biggerstaff Hargan Hargan Hargan Hargan Hargan (1906 � 1956). I believe that she was in the Carshalton
or Croydon area or thereabouts.

I should be delighted if anyone knows where she can be contacted as we are
researching the same family tree.

Freeman and others
Rod Freeman [9424]

In the 1841 census my 3xgt-grandfather, James FFFFFreemanreemanreemanreemanreeman, was �Feeder to Surrey
Hounds� in the hamlet of Waddington, Parish of Coulsdon. The Surrey Fox Hounds
were centred on Garston Hall and some Waddington families were involved, notably
William BENTLEY, whipper-in, Thomas WEBB, huntsman, and Thomas PERCIFULLS,
Castrator, Stock (!). Nearby families included the names ENEVER, SKINNER, ALLCHIN,
LOVER, SAILES, ELLIS and DAUGHTON. Have any members researched these names
in this corner of East Surrey?

O�Brien / O�Brian / Allan
Marion Margaret Lock née Martin [6559]

I am trying to trace the birth details of my gt-grandfather Michael OOOOO�Brien�Brien�Brien�Brien�Brien, born in
Cork (Ireland) circa 1845. The only details I have is that on the 1871 census he was
aged 27 yrs and his occupation was �navvy�. His wife was Ellen née Allan Allan Allan Allan Allan born
Peckham, Surrey, circa 1847. Two children are on this census: Margaret (5) and
Ellen (2), all under the name Brian.

On the 1891 census under the name OBrien Michael was aged 46 and a Gas
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Labourer, born in Cork, Ellen was 45 and a laundress. Margaret and Ellen were not
on this census but John (19), labourer, born 23/9/1871 7 Alpha Street, Peckham,
Roger (14), labourer, born 9/7/1877 5 Maismore Square, Peckham, and Kate (11),
scholar born circa 1880, Peckham.

Pickett � Streatham and Clapham
Roy Pickett [6511]

Has any member been blocked, as I have, by a gap in the Clapham Holy Trinity
Church records between 1691 and 1701, and discovered a way round it? It seems
there are no Bishop�s transcripts either � just a blank in the register. There must
have been some vita;l events during that ten-year period. Where were they recorded?

My ancestors John PickPickPickPickPickett ett ett ett ett and Sarah of Streatham were both born about 1698,
according to their headstone in St Leonard�s churchyard; but the only reference to
John�s birth I can find that matches is an entry in the IGI for a christening at Clapham
27th June 1697. However, there are two problems. The first is that the parents, John
and Elizabeth Pickett, baptised three other children in Clapham in the 1680s, including
a John baptised on 14 Sep 1685. The second is how did the LDS member know an
actual date without the Clapham church records? Checks with the submitting member�s
present family have established that it was submitted in the 1930s, they do not
know where their ancestor John Earl Pickett obtained the date, there is no family
bible or other record and they actually belong to a Pickett line from Standen and
Much Hadham in Hertfordshire.

I know quite a lot about John and Sarah Pickett and his family � farmer and at
various times Church Warden, Guardian and Commissioner of St Leonard�s � which
I am willing to share, but does anyone know the origins of him or of his wife Sarah?

Russell, Perrott, Mills
Christine Russell [9811]

I am searching for my paternal grandfather Henry RRRRRussellussellussellussellussell (b.1855, Walworth) and
his wife Caroline (?) (b.1870, Walworth).

They were living at 16 Red Lion Mews, Walworth, Newington in 1901. What I
know about him was that he was a poultry dealer and one of his daughters, Helen,
emigrated to Canada. Robert Russell (one of his sons) married my mother Lilian May
PPPPPerrotterrotterrotterrotterrott (Bailey Street, Camberwell) and they lived for the early years of their marriage
in Peabody Buildings, Camberwell Green. My mother�s maternal family name is
William John & Ann (née Clark) MillsMillsMillsMillsMills and they were from the Borough High Street,
Southwark, area in the late 1800s.

If any one has come across any of these families in their research I would be
pleased to hear from you and also exchange the data that I have found.

Willmott / Brider
Enid Locke [8931)]

My great grandfather Charles Emmanuel WWWWWillmottillmottillmottillmottillmott was born 13.10.1835 in Barnsbury,
Islington, his family having moved from Exeter to Newington in the 1820s. By 1851
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the family was living south of the Thames again, in Brad Street, Waterloo, and
Charles Emmanuel was working as an errand boy for a baker in New Cut.

Charles Emmanuel married Olivia BriderBriderBriderBriderBrider 23.12.1860 at St. Mary Newington and
at the census in 1861 and 1871 they were living in Oakley Street, Lambeth. By
1874, when their daughter Rosetta was born, they were living in Peabody Square,
London Road, Southwark, and the family was still at that address for the 1881
census. In all records I have seen Charles Emmanuel is stated to have been a baker,
as was his father Emmanuel.

I have searched through baptism registers for more than a dozen parishes
surrounding the two addresses but have never found baptisms for any of Charles
Emmanuel and Olivia�s seven children, two of whom died in childhood and were
buried in Victoria Park Cemetery.

At the 1891 census Olivia, plus two daughters and a grand-daughter, was
occupying two rooms at 18 Gaywood Street, Southwark, somewhat reduced
circumstances compared with her situation in 1881! There is no mention of Charles
Emmanuel but Olivia is described as wife rather than widow; however, I have been
totally unable to find an entry for Charles Emmanuel anywhere on the 1891 census.

When Charles Emmanuel�s daughter Rosetta married in 1895 her groom�s father
was described as deceased, but hers was not.

Olivia died 7.10.1896 at 11 Temple Street, Southwark. In the register of deaths she
is described as wife, not widow, of Charles Henry (sic) Willmott, a baker. The Willmotts
had a son named Charles Henry but he was not a baker; possibly the confusion over
names arose because Olivia�s son, rather than her husband, was attending to
the legal matters relevant to her death. Unfortunately the registrar received his
information from the Deputy Coroner so there is no informant�s name given and the
records of the inquest have not survived.

 I have checked (twice) the actual volumes of Death Indexes between 1881, when
I know he was alive, and 1935, when he would have been 100 (and surely a
centenarian would have passed into family legend), but have failed to find the death
of Charles Emmanuel there or in any on-line transcripts; he was not the Charles
Willmott who died West Ham 1917/DEC.

Please can anyone suggest what might have happened to my elusive great
grandfather?

Wright / Moss / Hendry
Margaret Slade [9707]

I am seeking descendants of, and information on the death of, Walter James WWWWWrightrightrightrightright,
my 2xgt-grandfather. I have been unable to obtain a death cert., as he can not be
found on the GRO index. He seems to have disappeared soon after the 1871 census.
He had nine children: Sarah Caroline b.1849, Elizabeth Lewin b.1851, William Walter
b.1853, Rosina b.1856, Orlando Walter Albert b.1857, Garibaldi Harry Albert b.1861,
Arthur b.1864, Thomas b.1866, Walter Benjamin b. 1869.

I have traced my Wright family back to Essex 1804 in Wix and later in Little
Easton where my 2xgt-grandfather Walter James Wright was born 1829.
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Harland/Peck 
John Seaman [3290]

Shaun Bruce asked (Journal, March 2009) about Harland/Peck and the varnish factory
in Mitcham. Eric Montague�s article �The History of William Harland and Son . . .
and the . . . Varnish Industry in Mitcham� (Surrey HistorSurrey HistorSurrey HistorSurrey HistorSurrey Historyyyyy Vol IV No. 4 (1993) pp
287-307) contains information and photographs about both the family and varnish
making.

Magazine donation
Robin Willis (rgwwgr@hotmail.com)

I have a number of Family Tree magazines from the first issue. I haven�t
counted them but the stack is about 10" high and they are probably a
continuous run. I want to pass them on to a good home. Would the society
or any member like them? They are heavy so would need to collected from my home
in Carshalton.

Southwest Berlin Cemetery
Malcolm & Barbara Bransgrove [8841]

Malcolm and Barbara will be going to visit the Southwest Berlin cemetery later this
year and would be willing to photograph any grave for a member. Please contact
them at malcolmbransgrove@yahoo.co.uk.

The Wright families were brick makers who moved to the Suffolk brickfields of
Woolpit in Suffolk, sometime in the 1830s. It was here in Woolpit that he married
Sarah Lewin MossMossMossMossMoss Nov 4th 1848.

He changed his occupation and became a police officer serving in Essex from
1854-1859 and in Suffolk 1859 � 1866. By 1869, according to the birth certificate of
the youngest child, he had moved to Battersea and employed as a gatekeeper and
watchman at the Prices Candle factory, living at 1 Mendip Rd and on the 1871
census he and his family were living at 3 Speke Rd Battersea.

The marriage certificate of his daughter in 1874 (my great grandparents) Elizabeth
Lewin Wright to Frederick HendrHendrHendrHendrHendryyyyy, gave his occupation as �a steward at the Carleton
Club�. The marriage certificate of Orlando Walter Albert Wright in 1879 gave father�s
occupation as carpenter.

It then becomes a mystery as to what became of him after this. I can not find him
anywhere in the country on the 1881 census � although his wife Sarah is still in
Battersea living at 3 Palk Street ( street name changed later) with her younger children.
It was not until the 1891 census that she was listed as a widow.

She died at 3 Darien Rd Battersea on 11th Oct 1895 aged 66 and her occupation
was given as �wife of Walter James Wright a carpenter journeyman.�

Can anyone help me solve the mystery? Any information/suggestions would be
gratefully received.
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