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Group meetings

6 Music,  the theatre, cinema and television:
 the Jewish flair for innovation Gordon Barnett Sutton

Gordon Barnett is a family historian specialising in the history of the Jewish people

10 The Real Moll Flanders :   18th Century
 Criminal Trials & Punishment Rhiannon Markless Southwark

Rhiannon has been called to the Bar and has an MA in Historical Research. She
appeared as researcher on Davina McCall’s WDYTYA programme.

18 Workhouse records Celia Heritage Croydon

26 How can memorabilia help with
 Family History? Elizabeth Owen Lingfield

4 Probate Records Gillian Rickard Sutton
Gillian is an author and has been a professional researcher for 30 years, specialising in
Kent records. She has written a regular column for the Kent FHS Journal since 1993

13 Corsets and cameras Jane Lewis Richmond
An introduction to the history of late 19th and early 20th century fashion giving tips and
techniques for dating or identifying old photographs

16 In and out of London Ian Waller Croydon
Many researchers find it difficult and somewhat daunting when their ancestors move
into or around London. Research in the capital has its own challenges which can easily
be overcome. This talk suggests how to do it.

1 Scandals in Family History Chris Pocock Sutton
Chris helps to run a family history drop-in group in Sutton and is Secretary of the
Sutton Group ESFHS

17 (Sat)  Joint Southwark Local and Family History Open Day Southwark

 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. — please note change of day and date
our own ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ team of experts are offering  drop-in help
throughout the day on researching family history and using the Internet, plus the
opportunity to discover what resources and records are held at Southwark Local
History Library

 12.00: First steps in Family History – and beyond Kathy Chater
Kathy is a lecturer and author on family and social history
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Croydon: United Reformed Church (small hall), Addiscombe Grove, Croydon CR0 5LP
 3rd Tuesday (except August and December); 8.00 p.m.
 Secretary: Liz Moss (020 8686 8962)
Lingfield: Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, High Street, Lingfield RH7 6AB
 4th Wednesday (except August and December); 2.30 p.m.
 Secretary: Rita Russell (01342 834648)
Richmond: Vestry House, 21 Paradise Road, Richmond TW9 1SA
 2nd Saturday of alternate months; 2.30 p.m.
 Secretary: David Carter (020 8642 6437)
Southwark: Southwark Local History Library, behind John Harvard Library, 211 Borough High Street,

London, SE1 1JA
 Second Monday of alternate months; 12 noon (except August when the meeting dates will vary –

see the Journal and the Society website). There will be no meeting in December.
 Secretary: Sheila Gallagher (020 8337 8580)
Sutton: St Nicholas’s Church Hall, Robin Hood Lane, Sutton SM1 2RG
 1st Thursday; 8.00 p.m.
 Secretary: Chris Pocock (020 8642 6789)
Doors usually open 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Please check the Society
website www.esfhs.org.uk for future meetings and last-minute alterations.

5 Prince Albert and the Crystal Palace John Neal Sutton
John is a Family Historian

14 From hops to hats Stephen Humphrey Richmond
Not just the Southwark and Bermondsey hop and hat industries, but many of the other
old industries once found along the riverside from Blackfriars to Rotherhithe

17 A Titanic story – the unknown child Paul Blake Croydon
The story of the Goodwin family, who lost their lives on 15 April 1912, and a mystery
not solved for 95 years

3 Local Railways. How, why and their effects Ron Cox Sutton
Ron is a family and local historian who specialises in Surrey

14 Interesting and scandalous things Peter Shilham
 we’ve found in Southwark archives  & Sheila Gallagher Southwark

15 Black ancestry Kathy Chater Croydon

7 History of the River Wandle John Phillips Sutton
John is a local historian and archaeologist. He was Borough Heritage Manager for the
London Borough of Sutton

9 Who do you think they were? Julian Pooley Richmond
Looking at the amazing variety of sources that can help us discover the lives and
experiences of our ancestors



WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE ?

Discover how to trace your ancestors at the
FREE Joint Local and Family History OPEN DAY

Southwark Local History Library East Surrey Family History Society

Our expert volunteers will help you find out how to:
O Search the Censuses O Find Birth Marriage and Death Certs
O Find photographs and images O Seek Parish and Probate records
O Research local newspapers O Use the internet for searches

Learn what resources and records are held at
SOUTHWARK LOCAL HISTORY LIBRARY and by the EAST SURREY
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY.
12 noon: Talk by Kathy CHATER on

“FIRST STEPS IN FAMILY HISTORY & BEYOND”

SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST 2013
10am to 4pm at Southwark Local History Library

211 Borough High Street, SE1 1JA
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Mr Michael Yelland
Jean Tooke (founder member)

We were very sorry to learn that Michael Yelland, a founder member of
the ESFHS, died on 17th October.

Following the Society of Genealogists’ Conference held on 25th June
1977, the late Don Steel called a meeting of those people who would be
interested in forming an East Surrey FHS; Michael was one of the 19
present at that meeting.

He immediately offered to join an interim Steering Committee,
which was very fortunate for the Society. He was a professional
genealogist, having researched his own family for many years. His
Profile was published in our first Journal, in September 1977.

Michael Yelland was born in Greenwich, but has also lived in
Leicestershire, Gloucestershire and Australia before settling in Surrey
18 years ago. He was at one time (1959-64) District Librarian at
Banstead for Surrey County Council. He is a member of the Society of
Genealogists and also of the family history societies of Sussex and
Hampshire, where a good deal of his ancestry is. Despite a West
Country surname his connection with that part of the world is a bit
remote in time, since it was almost exactly 150 years ago (in March
1827) that his great-great-grandfather William Yelland enlisted in the
Royal Engineers, never to return to Cornwall. Most of his East Surrey
family history interests (in Lingfield, Godstone and Horne) have strayed
over the borders from East Grinstead and neighbouring parishes of
Sussex and Kent—among them the names of Taylor (pre-1850), Holman
(pre-1820) and Chantler (pre-1700).

Consequently, when we started to index the 1851 census, he indexed
the Workhouses of Lingfield, Bletchingley, Reigate and Epsom. When he
retired from the committee at the 1983 AGM the Chairman, Derek
Tooke, stated that ‘he had contributed much to the success of the
Society’.

By 1986 he had moved from Surbiton to Herne Hill, and thence to
Hastings in 1988. Although he was rarely able to attend ESFHS events,
he kept in touch, always interested in Society affairs.
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Military Records
Peter Thompson [3642]

44 Northampton Road, Addiscombe, Croydon, CR0 7HT
peter_thompson_genii@yahoo.ie

My interest in Military Records was triggered by the three Pilgrim
brothers, who were Michael, Walter and Thomas Pilgrim of Ewell in
Surrey. They all disappeared from certain census returns, giving
rise to the fact that they had either emigrated, or joined the armed
forces. There is an ‘explosion’ of data coming onto the internet,
and I have indicated the internet sources that I have used. Using
these sources I was able to trace these three men and others
people in our families. Regarding Michael and Walter, the Crimean
War was being fought through 1853 – 56; this might have
influenced them to join up in the Military.

The Army Service Records have a number of pages showing the
service details of the person in question: Attestation Paper (this
gives information about the person’s physical appearance,
previous work experience, religion, date joined and for how many
years and if pensionable); Medical History; Conduct Sheet; Military
History Sheet; Pay Sheet.

Michael was the fifth child of William and Marianne Pilgrim. When
the 1861 census was taken Michael was aged 24, a Privateer in the
Royal Navy on HMS Ganges in the North Atlantic. Using the
National Archive Documents Online Service I found that he had
joined the Royal Marines, not the Royal Navy as the census
suggested. His Attestation papers stated that the Royal Marine
joining Party was in Guildford, Surrey and that Michael joined on
the 8 October 1855 for a Limited Service of 12 years. Michael
made his mark (X). On joining he was given a Bounty of £9. He had
also belonged to the 2nd Royal Surrey Regiment Militia.
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The most interesting document was the Company’s Default
Book, which showed that his disciplinary record wasn’t good!

Drunk on duty 35 days detention
Asleep on sentry duty  7 days detention
Disobeying Orders  7 days in the ships cells

He was often Absent Without Leave (104 days in 1866 and twice
totalling 63 days in 1867). The ships that he served on are listed
with the dates of service.

Michael served just over 12 years; 7 years on board ship and 4½
years on shore Bases. He left the service on the 11 December 1867
and moved to Swindon where he joined the Great Western Railway,
later marrying Sarah Cannon in 1871.

Walter’s Military Records have been the most difficult to find. He
disappeared from the 1851/1861 censuses but re-appeared in
1871 as a Policeman in the London Metropolitan Police. These
records stated that he had served in the Army for 10 years, but
gave no details of his Regiment. After many fruitless years of
searching, I found out that Army Records only exist if a soldier’s
service entitled him to a pension; also one had to know the
Regiment that the ancestor served in. The Army used the soldier’s
records to calculate his pension entitlement; otherwise the records
were destroyed.

It was by chance that I noticed in a Genealogy Magazine that
www.findmypast.co.uk had digitised the 1861 Worldwide Army
Index (British Army), a snapshot of the 2nd quarter of the year
1861. The information supplied stated that the Pay Books for
Walter Pilgrim were in WO12/2524 at the National Archives at
Kew. The Army Pay Books were recorded by the Regiment’s
Adjutant for every quarter of a year for all personnel in a
Regiment, wherever that Regiment was stationed in the world. I
viewed the pay Book for Walter Pilgrim serving in the
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1st Battalion 7 Regiment Royal Fusiliers

Army Pay Books WO 12 / 2524
Date 1st April - 30 June 1861
India Infantry WO Book #6
1st Btn 7 Reg Royal Fusiliers
Adjutants Roll
Station = Nowsherd, India
Companies = 8 Detachment = 2
Establishment for the whole Regimen = 1,120
Walter Pilgrim No 4564

I can trawl through Walter’s army career from the Pay Books
from 1856 to 1866, showing the Regiment’s movements across the
world and what was happening to Walter.

Walter left the Army in 1866 and joined the London
Metropolitan Police on the 2nd October 1866. In 1871 he married
Emma Wren. Walter retired with his wife and family to Wallington
near Croydon, Surrey, where he died December quarter 1917.

Thomas joined the Army in 1865, about the time his brothers were
finishing their service. I found his Army Records at the National
Archives. He had joined the 12th Dragoon Guards on a 12 year
engagement. He served nine years in India, in the same areas and
towns as his brother Walter.

The most interesting fact about Thomas was that in 1868, he
was convicted for Felony. His Army Record showed that his pay
was stopped because he was serving 3 months hard labour in a
Civilian Prison.

In Confl. Awaiting trial 30 Mar 1868 22 April 1868
Tried and imprisoned in Civil Prison for Felony
23 April 1868 - 22 June 1868
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Ragged School Union (Shaftsbury Society), 16 Kingston Road,
London, SW19 1JZ.

www.catholiceducation.org.uk can link to the work of the Catholic
Schools Council.

Quaker Schools: for guidance contact Friends House Library,
Euston Road, London,  NW1 2BJ.

Methodist Records are now at University of Manchester Library.
Wesleyan Committee on Education (type directly into Google).
Jewish Schools: contact Jewish Historical Society of England

www.jhse.org
University Records: contact the university or college direct.
TNA has NINE Research Guides relating to Educational History.

See www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.
History of Education Society has a website www.historyof

education.org with many useful links to school and education
museums, its own publications, articles relating to the history of
education and archives that specialise in educational records that
are helpful for family historians.

From the Editor
Efficient and convenient as internet records are, they don’t give
the same thrill as you get when you are searching through fiche
after fiche of parish records for an elusive ancestor and suddenly
come across the name you are searching for.

Transcriptions on the internet often don’t reproduce the entire
entry – sometimes the registers contain interesting snippets or
notes that just don’t get recorded.

If your searches reveal any notes that you would like to share
with other Society members – not necessarily because they are
important research dates,but just because they strike you as droll
or out of the ordinary – then please send the m to me and I shall
use them to fill in the odd gap.

East Surrey FHS Vol 36 #2 June 2013 9

Although he had this conviction he continued to serve in the
Army, later he was allowed to extend it for another 12 years, 24
years in total. He married Annette Chapman on the 22 Aug 1878
in Plaistow, Essex, and left the Army on the 23rd February 1889.
The 1891 census shows Thomas in Swindon, aged 42 a General
Labourer. The last evidence of Walter was his death in Edmonton
London March quarter 1895.

The above Pilgrims had another brother George, who was my
great-grandfather. My grandmother Minnie Rees (née Pilgrim) used
to tell me about her younger brother William who was killed in
Belgium during WW1

William was born 30 August 1887 in Thornton Heath, Croydon.
I couldn’t find his death on the Commonwealth War Grave
Commission website www.cwgc.org, but eventually found him
when one member of the family told me that he had joined up
using his mother’s maiden name of Beams. Without this
information there was no hope of finding his records.

An article in the local paper, the Croydon Advertiser, dated 17
August 1908 gave the clue as to why William joined up. The article
was about the West Surrey Regiment who was on a recruitment
drive in Croydon. Seeing the glamour of the soldiers in their
uniforms suggested adventure and regular pay. He tried twice to
join up in the Regiment but was rejected each time. The reason
being was that at school as a 5 year old, he had an accident which
left him with a chronic swollen knee, and therefore he had been
rejected on these grounds. So he asked his mother whether he
could try again using her maiden name, this time he was accepted

During WW2, German bombing destroyed the building where
Army Records were held. Many of the records were destroyed but
some were saved although badly burnt, these records were
restored and eventually copied, www.ancestry.co.uk has this
collection on their website. At last William’s records were found

(to be continued)
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36th Annual General Meeting
20th April 2013 at United Reformed Church, Croydon

Marion Brackpool, Vice President welcomed members

Paul Blake, Jean & Derek Tooke, Rita Russell

These were proposed by Alan Martin, seconded by Brenda
Hawkins and signed by the Chairman

None

Welcome to the 36th Annual General Meeting of the East Surrey
Family History Society. I am Anne Ramon, currently Acting
Chairman of your Society, and I am pleased to be able to provide
you with a review of the past year’s events. I also need to thank
the many people who have devoted their time and energies toward
making the Society meetings and activities so successful.

So, what’s happened in the last year? Well, our five Groups at
Southwark, Richmond, Sutton, Croydon and Lingfield have each
hosted an interesting and busy programme of lectures. These have
included:

§ the story of the Victorian Royal Surrey Gardens at
Walworth, which included a volcano, which must have been
quite a spectacle for those of our ancestors living close by;

§ an investigation of the families living in a Croydon road in
1911, and as it turned out a member of the audience had
family living in one of the properties featured;
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To find records of serviceman, who continued on active service
after 1923 application has to be made to the Ministry of Defence

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-
defence/about/publication-scheme#apply-for-service-personnel-service-
records.

Colin Chapman entertained Croydon members with a talk on
how education records can help the family historian. After a brief
history of education from pre-Reformation, Kings Schools,
merchant endowed schools, charity schools founded by
organisations like SPCK, Quaker and Ragged Schools, British and
National Schools and the various specialist schools like Military
and Industrial Schools. he talked about the records that could be
found. By using attendance records, log books, punishment books,
class lists and photographs handbooks, management records,
alumni registers and school histories information you may find
information about your ancestor’s education. He also mentioned
the Education Survey Classification of Day Schools 1851 which can
be found in the tables appendix at the end of the report

http://archive.org/details/cu31924030462067
 His list of resources shows where some records may be held.

He mentioned the collection of school histories held by the Society

of Genealogists http://www.societyofgenealogists.com/.
Some records are held by local record centres so for local

schools that would be a useful starting point, although some
records are “closed” due to the personal information they contain.

Chapman, Colin R. The Growth of British Education & its
Records. Lochin Publishing.1992.

Chapman, Colin R. Basic Facts about using Education Records.
FFHS.1999.

SPCK ( Archives are now at Cambridge University Library.
British & Foreign School Society archives are at Brunel

University. British School Museum Hitchin.
National School Society material is at Church of England

Records Centre (Lambeth Palace).
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Station in a wicker basket. This followed several other incidents in
Surrey by supporters of Women’s Sufferage. To check whether any
of your ancestors were suffragette prisoners see the Roll of
Honour (which is in the Women’s Library) at

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=106-7lac&cid=2#2.
This collection has moved to the LSE:

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/newsandinformation/womenslibraryatLSE/home
.aspx

Sutton had an interesting talk by Ian Waller on WW1 soldiers
and the aftermath of the War, when soldiers returned to the UK
many of them shell shocked and disabled. The Western Front was
not the only theatre of conflict as people served in Egypt, India,
Greece and Persia (modern day Iran). The demobilisation of the
services took several years and some personnel were sent to
Russia in 1919.

The personnel service records of WW1 are not complete due to
enemy action in WW2. The National Archives records are held in
the various categories within the data set WO War Office records.
These categories include Operational War Diaries, Maps originally
from Operational War Diaries, Campaign Medal Rolls, Army
Pension Records, Field Hospital Admissions and Discharges and
Royal Flying Corp War Diaries which may help with ancestor

research. http://www.greatwar.co.uk/research/military-records/british-
soldiers-ww1-service-records.htm explains how to locate the records of
Household Cavalry and Guards Regiments as these are not at the
National Archives. Other resources include the London Gazette

website www.london-gazette.co.uk/. The Red Cross archive holds an
incomplete record of personnel records for women

http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-are/Museum-and-
archives/Resources-for-researchers

In the aftermath of the war there was little help for the
discharged servicemen and many were admitted to asylums and
hospitals. For information on hospitals look at

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hospitalrecords/.
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§ the story of the suffragettes and suffragists and a bomb in
Oxted – and how the police tracked down ‘who did it’

§ Huguenot ancestry, illustrating that our ancestors came
from far and wide and not just from Britain; and

§ how to date family photographs using clues from dress,
backgrounds, studio names, etc.

I’d like to thank the Group Chairs and Secretaries for arranging
and hosting these lectures. They are a key ingredient in our
Society. I’d also like to thank the kind members in each Group who
make tea, put out the chairs, help set up the equipment, all the
other tasks that need to be done.

I’d like to make special mention here of Sheila Gallagher who
has run the Southwark Group for many years but who will be
stepping down later this year to concentrate on doing her own
research. We will miss her support and fine organisational skills
and whilst it will be difficult to replace Sheila we do need someone
to help Paula – please form an orderly queue.

I’d like to thank Rita Russell, Peter Heather and their team for
manning, searching, scanning and indexing the Society’s Research
Collection at Lingfield. We have been using a bequest made to the
Society last year to preserve our vulnerable manuscript record
collection which is threatened by a reduction in available storage
space. Good progress has been made with the scanning and work
has started on indexing. Volunteers are always welcome, please
speak to Rita. And please do visit and use the Collection in
Lingfield. It is ‘ours’ and Members can search for free.. There will
always be someone there to help you.

Brenda Hawkins is our book purchaser and she writes reviews
for our Journal, and she also arranges and leads our presence at
the annual ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ Show. We put on an
excellent display this year, and helped many visitors with their
family research enquiries. Our hearty thanks go to Brenda and her
many helpers.
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Our Society has also attended a number of family history fairs
and shows including at Huntingdon and Buckinghamshire, and
more locally at Woking and Warlingham. The Shows are an
excellent opportunity to both keep in touch with our more distant
members and to attract new members and I’d like to thank the
regular crew of Society members who transport the material and
man the stands and Research desk.

Our members also receive our Quarterly Journal which is edited
by Chris Green, and can see our Society website run by Brian
Hudson. The Journal is as old as the Society – volume 36 now I see
– and continues to provide a mix of learned articles, name lists,
research tips and topical news. Chris is always keen for new
material so I urge you to put pen to paper or finger to keyboard.
We can all learn from each other! There’s loads of information to
help you on the website and Brian keeps the events and meetings
listings up to date. I looked at the visitor numbers recently. We get
about 1200 hits a week, half from the United States, a quarter
from the UK and smaller numbers from China, Russia, Japan, India
and all across Europe. Brian has asked me to tell you that the
Directory of Members (Name) Interests will be available on the web
site next week. So thanks to both Chris and Brian for keeping our
members, and potential members, informed.

I’ve got involved in ‘publishing’ myself! I’ve started to produce a
monthly electronic newsletter or ‘e-news’ for the Society, but I
regret I have failed to set up the email distribution list – yet. I
apologise for this and will buckle down to it shortly. In the interim
Brian is kindly placing the e-newsletters on the web site.

There are a couple other initiatives we’d like your help with, if
you can. We’d like to produce a series of ‘Parish Profiles’. Short
booklets about the parishes in East Surrey – a bit of history, some
Census extracts, important local people and events. We’re also
hoping to help with a WW1 project being initiated by the Surrey
History Centre. This will focus on war memorials and investigate
the lives of the people commemorated. If you‘d like to help with
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Useful tips from Group Meetings
Liz Moss

Croydon had a talk from Ray Wheeler about Shirley, which has a
surprisingly long history. Most of the Shirley that is seen today
was built on the large estates of leading financiers and
industrialists of their time. There are still a few old buildings
including Shirley Windmill and a few lodge houses to these
estates. Shirley Oaks Hospital and a housing development are built
on the site of the Shirley Oaks Children’s Home, a progressive care
home, and the Bethlem Hospital, which can trace its history back
to the 13th Century, moved to Shirley in 1930

A notable resident was the Revd William Wilks 1843-1923, who
cultivated the Shirley Poppy; he was a member of the RHS and was
awarded their Victoria medal of Honour.

Ray provided the following reading list:
Shirley & Addington – ISBN: 9780752426839 The History Press
The History of Shirley Oaks Children’s Home by Gerry Coll and

Jad Adams (available to purchase from the Reception Desk Shirley
Oaks Hospital, cost £10: call 020 8655 5500 for details of postage)

Shirley Windmill – a guidebook available from Friends of Shirley
Windmill (Hon. Secretary on 020 8406 4676)

The Growth of a Parish by Nina Foster (a few copies left from St

John the Evangelist, Shirley; contact St. Johns stjohnsshirley@aol.com)
A History of St George’s Church, Shirley (copies from St

George’s, Shirley or from Ray Wheeler)
Shirley in Wartime – published by Spring Park Residents

Association (available from Ray Wheeler r.e.wheeler@open.ac.uk)
75 Years in Shirley - published by Spring Park Residents

Association (available from Ray Wheeler r.e.wheeler@open.ac.uk)
Lingfield Group were entertained by Janet Bateson, wearing the

suffragette white green and purple colours for her talk about the
Oxted Bomb and other demonstrations in east Surrey in the early
twentieth century .In 1913 a bomb was planted at Oxted Railway
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News from Sutton Archives
Kath Shawcross (Borough Archivist & Local Studies Manager)

London Borough of Sutton 020 8770 4747

Check out this URL for a desktop calendar which has been
produced by London's Screen Archives and will show a 60 second
clip of archive film each week throughout 2013:
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=930 . Two films
have already featured from Sutton in February and another will be
featured in October. To see more films from Sutton's Archive click
on “See More from the Archive” below the calendar. This will take
you to another website.

New Accessions: accession 849 which we’re very pleased to
have received – 10 boxes of deeds relating to Carshalton and the
Scawen family, 1591-1740. These have been transferred to us from
another record office. Although they are not fully catalogued we
have a rough list which can be viewed in the Local Studies &
Archives Centre or we can consult on your behalf.

Coming up on the 16 June is one of the Heritage Service’s
regular openings of Carew Manor in Beddington. Guided tours of
the Grade1 listed hall plus a visit to the nearby 18th century
dovecote. The tours at 2pm and 3.30p are £5 (£4.50 for Friends of
local heritage groups). Advance booking on 020 8770 4781 and
further details at:
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1492

Finally, the Local Studies & Archives Centre have acquired a
Digital Microform Scanner with 20” touch screen. It will scan from
microfilm and fiche enabling readers to print out or save to a
memory stick. It’s very whizzy in all its extras and the touch
screen is particularly helpful for anyone who has difficulty
holding a mouse. Staff are still getting used to it but by the time
you read this we’ll all be proficient.
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either of these please speak to me or any Committee Member after
the meeting.

Your Committee continues to keep a close eye on local family
history repositories. In January we heard that Croydon Archives
might lose its entire staff and have to close. Brenda Hawkins
represented the Society in a strong and vocal local protest and I’m
pleased to tell you that sense prevailed, the threat from the
Council was deflected elsewhere and the Archives remain.

I’d like to thank the Society Secretary, Sue Adams, for
organising and minuting the Committee Meetings and for
responding to enquiries; and Lesley Barker, our Treasurer, for
keeping a steady and professional hand on our finances. You will
hear her report shortly. The Committee has met six times during
the year. We still have space for one more Committee Member, so
please think hard and see if you can help steer the Society.

Two Members of the Committee retire this year, having served a
full five years. I’d like to thank Joanna Reynolds, also our past
Chairman, and Rita Russell for their support and contributions to
the Committee’s meetings.

My name is Lesley Barker, and this is my first year of presenting
the financial statements, so I trust you’ll be gentle with me!

I think you all should have a copy of the accounts which I hope
you’ve had a chance to look through. [A summary of the accounts
appears on p18ff.] There are three comments I’d like to make:

You will no doubt have noticed on page 5 that the ‘Excess of
Income over Expenditure’ (i.e. net profit) has reduced from £3840
in 2011 to £261 in 2012. This has been caused mainly as a result
of the reduced number of memberships, which meant that
subscriptions were reduced by around £2300 and donations £600
and subsequently the Gift Aid rebate also by £600.
That leads me onto the second point. It’s not often nowadays that
you get ‘something for nothing’ but with Gift Aid this is true. For
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every £12 membership received it is possible to claim £3 back
from the ‘Inland Revenue’! In order for us to receive this, a
member needs to be a tax payer and have signed a Gift Aid
Declaration. This only needs signing the once as it is perpetual. So
if you are a tax payer and have not signed a Declaration, then
please either see or contact myself or Ann Turnor, our
membership Secretary, and we can make the necessary
arrangements.
The third comment is to advise that monies which had been held
in a Charities deposit account were moved during the year, in
order to gain a better return. Two-thirds are now in a one-year
investment bond at Santander and the remainder in an instant
access deposit account with Virgin Money.

Finally I’d like to say thank you to Gill Hyder, the previous
Treasurer, and my fellow Trustees for all their help and guidance
during my first year in post

Now, should you have any questions regarding the financial
report I’ll answer them as best I can?

Question: why do we not make a charge for the AGM?
Replies: we are not allowed to charge for the AGM. This event is

run jointly with the Croydon Forum so the cost is shared with
them

Question: why do we not charge for tea and coffee?
Replies: not good to have same people handling money as

refreshments, total cost of refreshments was £15 so not really
worth it. We are also trying to attract new members so enticing
them in with free refreshments

Question: has the committee considered raising the
subscriptions?

Replies: this has been looked at but decided against. There is a
fine line when charging membership and can put off new
members. The last time we increased the subscriptions we saw a
fall in membership renewals. Our charge is an average cost of
membership. We are not there to make a profit just an operating
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Gardener, Craftswoman  in our foyer at Surrey History Centre
during normal opening times between May and August. Free.

Writing the History of Surrey: 1760-1832
A lecture by Julian Pooley of Surrey History Centre to celebrate the
250th Anniversary of Holy Trinity Church, Guildford.

Thursday 4 July 11.00am
Trinity Centre Lower Hall, Trinity Churchyard, Guildford
Admission free, donations invited.
Manning and Bray's History and Antiquities of the County of

Surrey was published in the early 1800s and was one of the finest
county histories of its day.  It is still a vital reference book.
Started by Owen Manning of Godalming, it was completed by
William Bray of Shere with the help of a wide network of
antiquaries, including John Russell of Guildford.  This talk will
explore the course of the book's fraught research and publication
history in the context of eighteenth century antiquarian
scholarship.

History of Art Schools from the 19th Century
A display by the University of the Creative Arts at Surrey History
Centre. 20 August – 21 September 2013, in the foyer at Surrey
History Centre during normal opening times. Free.

This exhibition will explore aspects of Art School and Technical
School history, in Surrey, from 1889-1969, specifically through the
case study of Epsom and Ewell Technical Institute and School of
Art, but also in relation to Guildford School of Art, and Farnham
School of Art.

There will be a talk by Stephen Knott of the Surrey Schools of
Art at Surrey History Centre on Saturday 14 September.

For details see our page at http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents
or join our mailing list at www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyheritagemailinglist.
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Material for the DVD was painstakingly researched by Bob
Bridger from 30939archives and produced by John McIvor of SVS
Film, with input from Surrey History staff. Surrey History Centre
was also kindly given the opportunity to feature as the last
chapter of the DVD with a 5-minute guide to visiting and using
collections here. Staff walk you through how to book in, how to
use the fantastic array of archive and local studies material and
give you a taster of the historic gems any member of the public
can come and see.

The DVD is available from Surrey History Centre shop, priced at
£15.95, or from our online shop
www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyhistorycentre (click on 'Surrey
Heritage shop', please add £2.80 p&p).

Format: DVD-R (UK-PAL)
Silent
DVD Region: all regions, 16:9 widescreen format
Running time: 1 hour 47 minutes

Gertrude Jekyll: Landscape Gardener and Craftswoman
An exhibition at The Lightbox, Woking, incorporating many of
Miss Jekyll’s original garden plans, watercolours and photographs
held by Surrey History Centre.

Gertrude Jekyll was one of the most influential garden
designers of all time, whose impact on the art of gardening is still
evident around the world today. This exhibition will – for the first
time - explore the long and extraordinary life of Gertrude Jekyll
(1843 – 1932). We are delighted to be able to lend so many unique
items from our Jekyll collections to this exhibition.

The exhibition runs from 15 May to 8 September 2013.
Full details, together with a list of related events will be found

on the website of The Lightbox, http://www.thelightbox.org.uk/
To mark our collaboration in this project we will also be

showing our display, Beyond the Borders: Gertrude Jekyll, Artist,
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surplus. Our funds are healthy so we do not need to put up the
subscriptions. We are limited to the amount we can have in
reserve as we are charity registered

Question: has the committee considering emailing all UK resident
members to remind everyone of the benefits of Gift Aid?

Replies: the Gift Aid declaration is in the December journal
every year as part of the membership renewal. The committee will
look at this again

Comment: less has been spent on postage this year so that is
good.

Report proposed by Sheila Gallagher, seconded by Liz Moss –
carried.

Graham Moore, the present examiner was recommended to
continue.

Chairman:   Anne Ramon
Secretary:   Sue Adams
Treasurer:   Lesley Barker
Proposed: Joanna Grant, seconded: Ted Scott – carried

Committee members:  Peter Heather
  Brian Hudson
  Sylvia Dibbs
  Liz Moss
  Brenda Hawkins
  Judith Mitchell
Proposer: Joanna Grant, seconded: Rena Guest – carried

New member:  Ted Scott
Proposer: Alan Martin, seconded: Brian Hudson
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One member commented that the new e-newsletter was very good.
As she lived out of the area and could not attend meetings, it was
particularly interesting

Sheila Gallagher asked if reports of meetings in the journal (as
suggested last year) was happening. Liz Moss replied that she puts
in reports for those she can attend. They are in under “useful
hints”.

Sheila also asked about our affiliations to other societies and
what this entails, including any benefits or privileges. Anne Ramon
has this on her to-do list. She will get in touch with each society
and write up for the journal. There is also a link to each society on
the Introduction page on our website

Comments and discussion about the use of technology to
encourage more members or those without their own computer
access. Could we liase with members not online and maybe print
off relevant information? Members were reminded of free
computer access at libraries.

Some members receive an email reminding them of upcoming
meetings which has proved very useful. It was discussed extending
this to text messages though the difficulty of collecting mobile
numbers may prove to be a barrier.

The committee have already discussed a Facebook page for the
society. Other societies have Facebook pages which are especially
useful for those spread throughout the world. Facebook can be
used to find relatives/connections for family history. Is there a
member willing to set this up?

○ Whole experience of the day made it worth coming up from
the South Coast

○ Enjoyed this day more than last year though not keen on
the small hall for talks
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election leaflets and papers relating to Reigate Labour Party dating
back to 1947 (9153/-).  As thoughts begin to turn to
commemorating the centenary of World War I, a fascinating
notebook has been deposited with us which was kept by Company
Sergeant Major C F Atwood of the 1/5th Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment, recording the instruction he received on a course on
mountain warfare on the North West Frontier, in 1917 (ESR/-).

We have also received additional parish records of St Lawrence,
Chobham, and St Saviour, Valley End, Chobham, 1868-2012,
including the burial register from St Saviours covering the period
1868-1992, (9136/-); St Peter and St Paul, Nutfield: additional
records including copies of London Gazette, parish magazines,
correspondence, historical notes, 1888-1990s, (9075add/-); and
the settlement certificate of William and Anne Russell of
Coulsdon, now residing in the parish of Battersea, allowed by
Justices, 5 Jul 1735, (9145/1).

Surrey steams ahead! New 'Surrey Railway Archive' DVD is out
now. If you have links to Surrey, an interest in the county's railway
heritage or just like steam trains, then this silent DVD offers a
fascinating look back to a bygone era in the history of Surrey's
railways. Almost every station and railway line within the modern
boundaries of the county is represented through a superb array of
colour and black and white photographs (the earliest taken in
1867) complemented where possible with rare archive 8mm colour
cine film from the 1960s and 1970s. The DVD captures
magnificently the railway network as the age of steam drew to a
close.

Each photograph and cine footage sequence is captioned on the
film itself and in addition a printed guide is included giving details
of each photograph and cine film sequence used. Where known,
the date, place and photographer and observations are noted to
better explain the scenes - a must for any railway enthusiast that
wants to know more! Narration is not included - the pictures speak
for themselves!
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(hospital curtain fixed to pole in exercise yard).  Their questions
brought home to me just how much we can learn about the lives
and experiences of our ancestors from these institutional records.
The patients themselves may never even have seen these
photographs and would certainly not have read their case notes,
but a century later we meet them face to face at a particular crisis
point in their lives.  More visits are planned and it will be
fascinating to follow the group’s progress and see how they
interpret these very personal documents in their creative work.

Of course documents record the history of places as well as of
people, which is of equal value for family historians.  My
colleague, Margaret Griffiths, has just completed her catalogue of
a fine set of deeds relating to Newark Mill in Ripley, covering the
years 1781-1833 (9142/-).  They chronicle in detail the history of
the mill over fifty years, naming the people who owned or
occupied it – Jeremiah Legat, John Mildred, John Williams Onslow,
Joseph Biddle – and show how free access to the mill along the
road from Homewood Farm to Pyrford church was granted for the
inhabitants and owners of messuages in the parishes of Woking,
Ockham, Wisley and Pyrford.  Other topics covered by these
records include the payment of tolls for barges on the Wey
Navigation between the trustees of the Wey Navigation and the
millers at Stoke, Woking and Newark mills.  They highlight the fact
that, while so much family history can be researched online, it is
essential to use a range of archives to understand how they lived
and their networks of friendships and business associations.

Recent accessions to our holdings have included the records of
the Chobham Poor Allotment and Smith's Charities, including
minute books, accounts and correspondence, from 1831 (9144/-),
a wonderful set of records of the Surrey County Constabulary,
dating back to the foundation of the force in 1851 and including
the first register of appointments (9152/-). These will be of great
value if you discover that your ancestor was a Surrey policeman.
Political life in the county is reflected in an interesting set of
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○ three talks in the morning was perhaps one too many as it
did not give enough time for questions

○ Would this continue as a joint event or was it a one-off? A
one-off for now until feedback from the committee

○ What happened to the practice of AGMs in different areas?
Sutton is thought to be too small, Southwark and Richmond
too expensive and Lingfield too far away. Croydon is very
accessible by all forms of public transport

○ Better advertising was needed especially outside the venue
○ 10am was too early for the first talk though that was

deliberately not a family history one

The Chairman gave thanks to the committee for organising the
day with special mention for Brenda Hawkins for all her hard work

The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
37 members signed the attendance sheet.

Family History themes

Did your ancestor run a pub, or work in one? Was it a famous
coaching inn, or just a beer house? Does it still exist and is it
anything like it was when they were there?

Where were your ancestors on Christmas Day? How did they
celebrate? Perhaps Christmas was no different from any other day
or perhaps it was very special in some way. Give us your seasonal
stories!

Please send any contributions to the Editor, whose contact
details are inside the front cover. The deadline for the next issue
is shown at the foot of page 1.
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East Surrey FHS
Statement of Financial Activities for year ending 31st December 2012
note 2012  2011
  £ £ £ £
INCOME
Subscriptions 2        13,750         16,092
Gift aid tax rebate          1,976          2,633
Bookstall & publications 3         3,533          3,344
Donations & searches          1,029          1,659
Pay per view               51               51
Journal sales & advertising               51               38
Bank interest             339             325

20,728 24,142

EXPENDITURE
Bookstall & publications 3         2,551          1,723
Journal costs 4         7,531          9,524
Meetings & events          6,064          4,994
Projects               37             177
Research centre          1,424          1,128
Website, CD-rom & software               77             172
General running  costs:
Secretarial,stationery,room hire          878           496
Equipment repairs and renewals            91    -
Advertising            20           130
Federation            16    -
Insurance 5         189           189
           1,195              816
Affiliation fees,royalties 5            619             673
Independent examiner's fee             430             420
Depreciation             449             675
Donation               90               -

20,467 20,302

EXCESS OF INCOME  OVER EXPENDITURE            261          3,840

General fund  brought forward        66,615         62,775

General fund carried forward 66,876         66,615

East Surrey FHS Vol 36 #2 June 2013 35

News from Surrey Heritage
Julian Pooley, Surrey History Centre

One of the most rewarding things about displaying documents in
our searchroom for a group visit is that you have time to look at
them properly and to learn more about them from the questions,
observations and comments made about them by the people who
have come to see them.  This week we were visited by a group of
young people from The Freewheelers Theatre Company, an
organisation that brings together disabled and non-disabled
actors, dancers, animators and film makers to explore issues
associated with disability.  The group were interested in learning
about the lives and experiences of people of their own age who
had been admitted to Surrey hospitals and I showed them a wide
range of medical casebooks, patient newsletters, hospital theatre
programmes, photographs and even hospital menus that we had
rescued from Surrey’s many mental, epileptic or learning disability
institutions when they closed in the 1990s.

I’ve used these records before, with academics, family
historians and reminiscence groups but this session was
particularly successful because these young people were so
fascinated by the people recorded in such detail on the case book
pages.  They seized on their experiences as individuals.  What was
wrong with them?  Why were they ill?  Why were they sent to a
hospital so far from home?  What about their parents, family,
visitors?  What medicines were they given?  Were they shut away
in wards?  How did they spend their time?  They were fascinated
by the patient photographs fixed to the pages – a range of
emotions or mental conditions fixed in sepia in what may have
been the only photograph ever taken of that person.  They were
intrigued by the contrast between a placid expression in the
photograph and the disturbed history and behaviour recorded in
the case book, and also queried the similarity of the clothes worn
by each patient (hospital issue) and background to the image
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George Wortley (b1807) Merstham, Surrey was the son of
Jonathan Wortley (b about 1757) and Fanny Bullis. George married
twice, first to Ann Metcalf (b 1807 Beckenham, Kent) who died in
November 1853 aged 46 & then to Mary Butterfield (b 1815
Outwell, Norfolk). He was my 2 x great grandfather.

George & Mary had two children, George (b 1856 Croydon) and
Mary (b 1858 Croydon).

As detailed in my earlier article, George Wortley (b 1807) was a
gardener in Norwood, in the gardens of Preston House, owned by
Admiral Cary, the eleventh Viscount Falkland, a half pay captain
who married into the Maubert family.

With eleven siblings George had quite a number of nephews &
nieces; from tracing these relations I saw that the name Furze
Road, Thornton Heath cropped up several times and had an idea
that someone in the Wortley family may have owned these
properties, but who I did not know.

When I read the contents of George’s will I was amazed to find
that he was the property owner. The will lists ‘four freehold
cottages in Union Road and the piece of land adjoining also the
two pairs of semi-detached cottages in Furze Road, Thornton
Heath’ also ‘ four freehold cottages in Farley Road also two semi-
detached cottages called Myrtle Cottages in Union Road, Thornton
Heath’. In all there were fourteen cottages and he goes on to
bequeath ‘freehold property in South Norwood’ to his sister in law,
although does not say where this is.

The will was witnessed by John Elsley, butler at Admiral Cary’s
South Norwood and the husband of one of George’s nieces, James
Harold Slark, (who was living in one of the cottages in Furze Road)
& was also a gardener.

I was amazed that a gardener could have amassed such a
wealth of property and gratified that he looked after his family so
well.
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East Surrey FHS
Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2012

note 2012 2011
  £ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Tangible assets 6         1,101          1,265

Current assets
Publication stock 7        2,408          2,553
Debtors 8        1,975             274
Bank and cash 9       65,012         63,017
        69,395         65,844

Creditors:falling due within one year 10        3,620             494

Net current assets         65,775         65,350

Net assets 66,876         66,615

Unrestricted funds
General fund:
Balance brought forward         66,615         62,775
Excess of income over expenditure
for the year             261          3,840

Balance carried forward 66,876         66,615

This is not a complete set of accounts. Any member of the Society who
would like to receive a full set of accounts should send a C4 stamped
addressed envelope to the Society Treasurer, whose address appears
on the inside front cover of the Journal.
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East Surrey FHS
Notes to the accounts

2 Subscriptions 2012 2011
  £ £
 United Kingdom        12,575        14,700
 Overseas        1,174         1,392
        13,750        16,092

3 Bookstall publications 2012 2011
  £ £
 Sales and on-line publications        3,384         3,028
 Vouchers           149            316

 Less: Purchases and costs        2,696         2,376
          Stock movement -         145  -         653
            983         1,620

4 Journal costs 2012 2011
  £ £
 Printing        5,336         5,425
 Packing & mailing        2,195         4,099
         7,531         9,524
 less:sales and advertising income -           51  -           38
         7,480         9,486

5 Affiliation fees and insurance
  2012 2011
  £ £
 Insurance           189            189
 Subscription           619            673
            808            862
6 Tangible fixed assets

 Equipment, fixtures & fittings 2012 2011
 Cost £ £
 At 1/01/12       18,091        17,782
 Additions           285            309
 Disposals
 At 31/12/12       18,376        18,091
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Tech Topic

Brian Hudson

Microsoft has announced that, on 8th April 2014, support for
Windows XP SP3 and Office 2003 will end. If you are still running
these versions after support ends, you won't receive any more
security updates for them.

XP and Office will this continue to run in the usual way but will
become more vulnerable over time; in addition other companies
will increasingly stop supporting the facility of their software and
hardware to run on XP.

One option for many XP users involves upgrading to Windows
8, but this will depend on the age and specification of the PC in
question. Microsoft recommends that you run the Windows 8
Upgrade Assistant, which scans the PC and provides a report on
its compatibility. The Upgrade Assistant can be found by Googling
“windows xp support”.

To avoid the expense of buying a new Office package you could
consider using Apache Open Office (www.openoffice.org), a free
suite of office applications; a similar package, Libre Office
(www.libreoffice.org), is among others that are available.

Not bad for a Gardener
Caroline Wimble [9829]

In the June 2011 edition of this Journal I wrote about my
gardening Wortley family (One old book….). With ongoing research
into George & his family I have found out what a remarkable man
he must have been.



32

I may be able to help. The Morris mentioned is a collateral of
my main line.

Harry Morris, b 10 December 1796, was baptised with his twin,
Charles Morris, born same day, hatter of Bermondsey Square,
1828. He married Sarah Townley, (more detail on this couple
available); an older brother, my ancestor, Richard Morris, born 19
May, 1802, hatter, married Hannah (possibly Cole), and all three
were baptised at St Saviours, Southwark, on 10 April 1803. The
father was Thomas Morris, servant, (possibly of good standing,
since two of his sons obtained apprenticeships as hatters, a trade
needing some style and education, to obtain orders from the
gentry, etc. They were sometimes termed, jokingly perhaps, as
‘gentlemen hatters’).

Harry Morris married Elizabeth Ann Hughes (b ca. 1796 per St
Anne’s, MDX (from the census) on 19 October 1817 at St Giles
Camberwell. They had children Henry, Elizabeth, John, William,
James, (mentioned by the searcher), and Mary. The first four were
entered in the register of Dr Williams' Library, so they were
interesting non-conformists. For a while I thought the Morris line
could be Huguenots, but that fizzled out. The marriage in St Giles
means something. Brother Charles & Sarah were also married
there, but not Richard.

Notice how many of the names have Welsh connections, Morris,
Griffiths, Hughes, and the local censuses show many Welsh
hatters. Sarah Townley came from Yorkshire, where the name is
well known.

That is all I can offer at present. I hope it can help. On my line I
have Westcombe, (from the West country), Radford, (Midlands,
probably), Shorter, (Kent and Surrey), and various loose ends
including Quin, (Irish) to go with the host of Scots-Irish on my
mother's side, which included a Yorkshire element. I am now
trying to wind it all down and thin out the paper mountain.
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Depreciation
 At 1/01/12       16,826        16,151
 Eliminated on disposal  -   -
 Charge for the year           449            675
 At 31/12/12       17,275        16,826

 Net book value at 31/12/12        1,101         1,265
 Net book value at 31/12/11        1,265         1,631

7 Publication stock 2012 2011
  £ £
 Books, CD-roms,publications        2,075         2,405
 Vouchers           333            148
         2,408         2,553

8 Debtors  2012 2011
  £ £
 Gift aid rebate        1,975            274

         1,975            274

9 Bank and cash 2012 2011
  £ £
 Bank current account       18,524        16,703
 Cash floats           355            430
 Bank deposit accounts       46,133   -
 Charities deposit fund  -       45,884
        65,012        63,017

10 Creditors:due within one year 2012 2011
  £ £
 Accruals        3,620            493
         3,620            493
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Blechingley parish records and WW1 Memorial
plaque

Anne Ramon [4730]

In the December 2012 Journal Brenda Hawkins suggested Family
History themes for articles in the 2013 Journals. The theme for
June was ‘In Tandridge Hundred’. There are 15 parishes in this
Hundred, including Ble(t)chingley where my ancestors, the Orgle
family, lived in the 18th century. The family farmed at Lodge Farm
in the South Park, later moving to Merstham as inn-keepers and
then moving progressively northwards towards inner London as
they became more ‘economically challenged’.

The village is beautiful, with many magnificent old houses and
the last few traces of a castle. St Mary the Virgin is the Ancient
Church, dating back some 900 years. The original Registers start
in 1538 and are held at the Surrey History Centre in Woking. The
cemetery at St Mary’s was laid out in 1857 and the burial registers
for 1858-1917 are at Woking.

The East Surrey Family History Society Research Centre holds
the following items for Ble(t)chingley:

○ Monumental Inscriptions 1559-1984
○ Militia Lists for 1813 and 1819
○ Lists of Payments 1808
○ Early Censuses (with names) 1801 and 1811

Members can consult these records for free at the Research
Centre at Lingield and Dormansland Community Centre, High
Street, Lingfield. There is a £2 charge for non-members. The
Research Centre is open every month (except August and
December) on the second Saturday from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.,
and on the fourth Wednesday from 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.

If you cannot attend in person, searches can be carried out for a
small fee. Contact the Search Co-ordinator, East Surrey FHS, 1 Rose
Cottages, Plaistow Street, Lingfield, RH7 6AU.
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The Live Bait Squadron
On the morning of 22 September 1914 some 130 men from the
Medway Towns drowned when HMS Cressy, Hogue and Aboukir
were torpedoed and sank off the Dutch coast.

These were known as ‘The Live Bait Squadron’ and the Friends
of Medway Archives (FOMA) in conjunction with the Kent Family
History Society (KFHS) are looking for their descendants.

How did the families cope? What happened to them? Was there
help available and what was the effect on the tight-knit
communities of the Medway Towns? Was a member of your family
on one of these ships? If so we would like to hear your stories!

The project is the result of research done by Dutchman, Henk
van der Linden, following his discovery of the graves of some of
these men in a cemetery in The Hague. In September 2012 he
published a book, The Live Bait Squadron, and a service was held
at Rochester Cathedral for those who died. Many relatives
attended and later met at the St. George's Centre,

Chatham, where they were able to share their stories. Plans are
now in hand for a similar event to commemorate the 100 years
anniversary.

More information is available on the website: www.livebaitsqn-
soc.info. Send your stories to: Tessa Towner FOMA Chairman and
KFHS Secretary (email: picketywitch@blueyonder.co.uk).

A Morris family
C. Denbigh Morris

37 Southdown Road, Shoreham by Sea, West Sussex, BN43 SAL

I have in my files an item seeking information for a family, listing
itself as Morris/Griffiths, Lambeth, and trying to find the parents
of Henry Morris, silk mfr, born Bermondsey, ca 1821, probably
Harry Morris.
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parishioners were relatively wealthy and most had successfully
lived into old age.

The bone study was restricted to well-preserved remains from
wooden coffins dating to the 19th century and concerned about
45 adults and 10 juveniles. Among the findings were poor dental
hygiene with tooth decay evident in half the sample despite the
availability of tooth brushes, tooth powder or soap. Tooth
powders were made from chalk or cuttlefish. Tooth decay was
treated by the application of lint or cotton soaked in a tincture of
opium and camphor. Some fillings contained mercury and some
were gold. 63% of the adults had lost one or more teeth, ten of the
burials had dentures. Replacement teeth in the early 19th century
were made from hippopotamus tusk, ivory and porcelain. There
was little evidence of respiratory disease – Surbiton was a leafy
suburb. There was some evidence of falls (repaired broken bones)
and arthritis.

The full report lists all 200 burials, and quotes the names from
the gravestones, where still present, the burial record or from the
coffin plates. Birth and death dates are listed in many cases.

The reports are well written and clinical but I felt a little
uncomfortable reading them. Those less squeamish than me might
like to see who their ancestors are buried alongside and perhaps
see a photograph of their remains!

The official report of the excavation, which includes all the
name and date details, is  ‘St Mark’s Church, Surbiton, Royal
London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

An Archaeological Watching Brief Report’, Sept 2009 by AOC
Archaeology Group and can be found at

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-414-
1/dissemination/pdf/aocarcha1-56879_34.pdf (that’s an underscore
between the 9 and 34 just before .pdf). A useful summary by
Rachel Ives entitled Life and death in suburbia: archaeological
work at St Mark’s church, Surbiton was published in London
Archaeologist, Spring 2013 Volume 13 Number 8 pp205-211.
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I’ve attached a listing from the WWI Memorial plaque which is
inside St Mary’s to the right of the nave, near the chancel.

Having prepared the transcription I was intrigued to find out
more about these brave men. None is related to me so I chose the
PYNEGAR entries – an unusual surname and unusual first names.
One was with a London regiment, the other served with an
Australian unit.

I looked at the 1911 Census, using the Findmypast subscription
website. Sylvanus (born in 1890) and Kem(e)ys (born 1899) were
indeed brothers, the sons of Henry and Jane PYNEGAR, a
consulting engineer and his wife, originally from Derbyshire, but
then living in Beckenham, in Bromley. At some time the parents
had moved to, and had had ten children in, Catford and Lewisham
and they and the younger family were living in Beckenham at the
time of the 1911Census. Sylvanus was an engineer’s clerk, working
for his father, and Kemys was at school. Between 1911 and soon
after the end of WW1 they must have moved to Bletchingley.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission website
(www.cwgc.org) is free to consult and lists both men. Edgar
Sylvanus PYNEGAR died of sickness in October 1918 (Spanish Flu?)
and is commemorated at St Sever Cemetery at Rouen while his
brother Kemys Tynte PYNEGAR died on 5th April 1918 and is
commemorated at Arras. I was just about to visit Arras so I noted
that his name is on Bay 9 of the memorial. I imagine he had fallen
during the Spring Offensive, when the Germans made their last
push towards Paris. (See photographs).

The TNA website gives access to the ‘Soldiers Died in WW1’
database. This only found K T Pynegar, born Lewisham, residence
Sydenham. Why not Edgar Sylvanus? He was serving with the
Australian Artillery, according to the Bletchingley Memorial
Plaque, so I looked at the excellent Australian ‘TROVE’ website
www.trove.nla.gov.au. This found him straight away, telling me he
was in the 14th Brigade, Australian Field Artillery.
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I searched ‘TROVE’ for Henry Pynegar (father) finding him to be
a regular visitor to Australia, and another of his sons, Rex Pynegar
who emigrated there after WW1.

Hunting on the web I found that Sir Charles Kemeys Kemeys
Tynte, (born to a John Johnson who had taken his wife’s name) ,
was a member of Parliament in the 18th century and his family
(now just called Kemeys) had emigrated to Australia in the 1890s.
I can only guess that Henry Pynegar had met them on his travels
and liked the name or wanted to honour them by naming his son
after their ancestor.

So, quite a complex story behind two ‘men of Bletchingley’.

Sacred to the memory of the men of Blechingley who gave
their lives in the Great War 1914-1918

JAMES ADAMS Lce-Cpl 9th York & Lancs Rgt
FREDERICK GEO. HUMPHREY Drumr. 8th The Queens Rgt
HENRY VICTOR AGATE Pte. 1st The Queens Rgt
ARCHIE LEGG A.B. RNVR
THOMAS BORER Pte. 16th Middx Rgt
OLIVER MORLEY Pte. 1st The Queens Rgt
THOMAS BRIGGS Pte 1st Canadian Infy
JAMES OSBORNE Cpl. The Queens Rgt
GEORGE HUBERT BROWN Cpl, The Queens Rgt
JOHN OSBORNE Pte. 2nd Monmouth Rgt
LEONARD WILFRED BROWN Cpl. R Berks Rgt
WILLIAM GEORGE PARSONS Lce. Cpl. 12th E. Surrey Rgt
ERNEST ARTHUR CAREY Cpl, The Queens Rgt
EDGAR SYLVANUS PYNEGAR Australian Arty.
ERNEST SIDNEY CHEAL Pte, 7th The Queens Rgt
KEMYS TYNTE PYNEGAR London Rifle Bde.
HARRY CHEESEMAN Pte, 16th Canadian Scottish
JAMES SCHOFIELD Pte. S. Notts Hsrs.
HORACE WALTER COLGATE Pte. 7th The Queens Rgt
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Exhumation records from St Mark’s Church,
Surbiton

Anne Ramon [4730]

We are familiar with archaeological digs in ancient Egyptian tombs
or the excavation of Viking ship burial sites. We have recently also
heard much about the retrieval of Richard III’s remains from
underneath a municipal car park. These are comfortably way back
in the past, but what about more recent excavations? Ones that
may have affected the ancestors we know about?

I have just read an article in London Archaeologist about the
exhumation of 200 19th and 20th century burials from St Mark’s
churchyard in Surbiton, and then the very detailed underlying
excavation report which actually names the deceased. Indeed, an
unusual genealogical source. What does it tell us?

St Mark’s church was built in 1844 on Surbiton Hill but suffered
extensive damage from bombing in October 1940. Members of the
parish were interred in the cemetery between 1848 and 1933 but
the burial registers only survive from 1871 to 1933.

The exhumation took place in 2009 and was necessitated by the
construction of a new vicarage and church hall. The burials were
exhumed under Faculty permission from the Diocese of Southwark
and the archaeologists were allowed to conduct an on-site
osteological (bone, including teeth) assessment of the health of the
parish inhabitants. On the completion of the works the burials
were reinterred at nearby Kingston Cemetery.

In total, 200 burials were exhumed, of which 146 were 19th
century and 54 dated from the 20th century. Single graves
contained between one and six burials each. A variety of ‘grave
goods’ including wedding rings, earrings, bracelets, hair combs
and a framed photograph were found and many coffin plates,
which name the deceased, survived. Seven were cremation burials
which had been legal since 1902. The study concluded that the
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Samuel’s will was proved in 1905, leaving a gross estate value
of over twelve thousand eight hundred pounds with a net personal
wealth of four thousand nine hundred and fifty pounds. In his will
Samuel leaves the Crown Hotel to his son Arthur Frank Bowker,
now a qualified Civil Engineer, together with other various
properties to his only son and to his daughters Esther Florence
Thomson and Gertrude May Bowker. From information on the site
http://pubshistory.com/LondonPubs/BatterseaEast/CrownHotel.s
html

Arthur may have disposed of the Crown before 1911.
Major Arthur Frank Bowker did not marry but did go on to

experience a rich and full life. He died in 1950. A summary of his
life experiences can be found here at

http://www.walsinghamanglicanarchives.org.uk/obitBowker.htm and
http://www.walsinghamanglicanarchives.org.uk/Bowker_biography.htm.

Three brothers of Samuel came to Australia. James (1817) to Port
Phillip in 1848 with his brother Alfred (1834), both as seamen.
Alfred returned and is on the 1851 census at Clapham Manor
Farm as an apprentice seaman. He did a return visit in 1856 from
New York. Thomas (1836) as an assisted migrant in 1856 to
Sydney and Henry (1814) to Victoria with his family in 1865.

Like the South African 1812 Settlers the descendants of the
three brothers have grown in numbers and prospered while our
mother country relations declined and have become invisible and
difficult to locate.
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SIDNEY JAMES SMITH Pte. 14th Welch Rgt.
ALFRED EDWIN COOMBER Gnr. R.F.A
GEORGE SOUTHAM Pte. RASC
FRANK EDWIN COOMBER Pte. Black Watch
HENRY CHAS STANBRIDGE Pte. 9th E. Surrey Rgt
CHARLES BOTTING COPPARD Pte. Gren Guards
WILLIAM J. STANBRIDGE Lce-Cpl. 4th Middx. Rgt
EDWARD HAROLD DE FONTAINE Lieut. 19th London Rgt
THOMAS STRATTON Pte. 3rd R. West Kent Rgt
ALFRED GEORGE DINNAGE Pte. 1st The Queens Rgt
FREDERICK ALAN WEBSTER Sapper R.E.
WILLIAM GEORGE DULAKE Pte. The Queens Rgt
GEORGE WISDEN Sgt. 3rd S. African Inf.
CHAS W. RADFORD ENGLISH Rifleman R. Irish Rgt
CHARLES WORSFOLD Pte. 7th The Queens Rgt
GEORGE STUART GODSON Sgt. 2nd Cty. Of London Rgt.
HORACE WREN Pte. 42nd Canadian (R. Highdrs.)
 CHARLES EDWARD HATFIELD Tpr. 2nd Life Guards
HERBERT WRIGHT Lce-Cpl. 22nd The Queens Rgt.

Genealogical Record Research Services
covering Surrey, Sussex and London

Do you live too far away to justify the expense of locating your genealogical
records in S. E. England repositories?

Let me do the legwork extracting the records for you.
Prices from £6 per hour + expenses (see website for details)

Andy Spooner, Old Scaynes Hill House, Clearwater Lane,
Scaynes Hill, West Sussex, RH17 7NF, England

Web: http://www.grrs.co.uk     Tel: +44 (0) 1444 831602     Email: grrs@btinternet.com
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Cheers! to all at the Crown Hotel Battersea
Ian James Bowker [8611] (Melbourne, Australia)

The hotelkeeper of the Crown Hotel in 1871 was a Samuel Bowker.
Samuel was born at Battersea in 1827, the eleventh child of John
Bowker and Elizabeth Higgins. At an early age, Samuel’s fate was
decided; he was to become a building apprentice and like many of
his brothers sent to Godmanchester, Huntingdon. Samuel’s
parents from 1812 to 1836 managed to produce and raise
fourteen live children to adulthood (11 male, 3 female), so
realistically, there would have been little room at home and so
when you are old enough you’re out of here and off to work.
Samuel’s Godmanchester uncle, John Higgins, a baker, most likely
engaged his master John Butler. John Higgins, originally from
Battersea, moved his family to Godmanchester in the late 1820s
and one of his daughters married into the Butler family of
Warboys. On the 1841 census, Samuel, aged 14, a carpentry
apprentice was living with John and Sarah Butler in Huntingdon.

Samuel’s grandfather, John, married Susanna Hopkins at Saint
Marys at Lambeth in 1789, both being 34 years old. Samuel’s
father was born in 1790 and his uncle William in 1792. His father,
John Bowker, a tailor, married Elizabeth the daughter of James
and Jane Higgins at All Saints Church, Fulham in 1812. Their first
child, William, was baptized at the Independent Church, Stockwell
in 1813. All their other thirteen children were baptized, or
eventually baptized, at Saint Marys, Battersea. Nonconformist
beliefs appear to be part of the John’s make-up as he did not
become baptized until 1827 at Cooks Ground Independent
Church, Chelsea. His brother William was baptized on his 23rd

birthday at St. Leonards, Shoreditch. It is thought that they had
Particular Baptist leanings or John’s occupational change from
tailor to becoming a cow keeper at the Manor Farm, Clapham, may
have influenced the baptism.
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Of course, hard lessons are learned from studying family
history, especially jumping to wrong conclusions and/or following
wrong trails. For instance, there was a Samuel Bowker at The Goat,
2 High Street, Kennington, in 1839. From searching the census for
1861 this Samuel, 68, a retired licenced victualler, living with his
daughter and was born at Blakely, Lancashire. This is of interest -
as this may point back to where our Samuel’s grandfather was
born in 1755. In the 1950s David Ernest Bowker, a veteran of the
Boer War and Samuel’s nephew, sent to Australia, care of the
Mayor of Ballarat, Victoria a copy of the book The Bowkers of
Tharfield. This book documented the South African line of the
Bowker family that descended from the Bowker family of Blakely
in Lancashire. The inference taken was that we were descended
from this family but this is yet unproven through documented
evidence. The jigsaw is missing pieces and this is probably not
helped by the destruction of church records for Clapham and
Fulham during WWII.

In 1856 Samuel married his first cousin Jane Higgins of
Godmanchester at St. Pancras Old Church, London. His younger
brother David had married Jane’s sister Sarah in 1854 at
Godmanchester. Samuel and his family have not been found on
the 1861 census, but on the 1871 census he is now the Proprietor
of the Crown Hotel, Lavender Hill, Battersea, with his wife Jane
and four children. In 1874 his father dies at Theobald House at
Stockwell, aged 84. In 1876 his eldest son Walter dies at the age of
18. On the 1881 census he is at 6 Crown Terrace, Lavender Hill,
Battersea, still owner of the Crown Hotel but now a retired
victualler. In 1882 Samuel is recorded in “A History of Battersea”
as a retiring vestryman. In 1886 his brother James dies in
Australia and in 1887 both his wife dies, aged 60 and his mother,
aged 95. In 1888 he is now living at St. Davids, Upper Tooting Park
and sends James’ widow (my great grandmother) her share of his
mother’s estate of Sixty Seven Pounds 8/6. On the 1901 census
Samuel is in care at Guildford, Surrey where he dies in 1905.
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Cheers! to all at the Crown Hotel Battersea
Ian James Bowker [8611] (Melbourne, Australia)

The hotelkeeper of the Crown Hotel in 1871 was a Samuel Bowker.
Samuel was born at Battersea in 1827, the eleventh child of John
Bowker and Elizabeth Higgins. At an early age, Samuel’s fate was
decided; he was to become a building apprentice and like many of
his brothers sent to Godmanchester, Huntingdon. Samuel’s
parents from 1812 to 1836 managed to produce and raise
fourteen live children to adulthood (11 male, 3 female), so
realistically, there would have been little room at home and so
when you are old enough you’re out of here and off to work.
Samuel’s Godmanchester uncle, John Higgins, a baker, most likely
engaged his master John Butler. John Higgins, originally from
Battersea, moved his family to Godmanchester in the late 1820s
and one of his daughters married into the Butler family of
Warboys. On the 1841 census, Samuel, aged 14, a carpentry
apprentice was living with John and Sarah Butler in Huntingdon.

Samuel’s grandfather, John, married Susanna Hopkins at Saint
Marys at Lambeth in 1789, both being 34 years old. Samuel’s
father was born in 1790 and his uncle William in 1792. His father,
John Bowker, a tailor, married Elizabeth the daughter of James
and Jane Higgins at All Saints Church, Fulham in 1812. Their first
child, William, was baptized at the Independent Church, Stockwell
in 1813. All their other thirteen children were baptized, or
eventually baptized, at Saint Marys, Battersea. Nonconformist
beliefs appear to be part of the John’s make-up as he did not
become baptized until 1827 at Cooks Ground Independent
Church, Chelsea. His brother William was baptized on his 23rd

birthday at St. Leonards, Shoreditch. It is thought that they had
Particular Baptist leanings or John’s occupational change from
tailor to becoming a cow keeper at the Manor Farm, Clapham, may
have influenced the baptism.
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Of course, hard lessons are learned from studying family
history, especially jumping to wrong conclusions and/or following
wrong trails. For instance, there was a Samuel Bowker at The Goat,
2 High Street, Kennington, in 1839. From searching the census for
1861 this Samuel, 68, a retired licenced victualler, living with his
daughter and was born at Blakely, Lancashire. This is of interest -
as this may point back to where our Samuel’s grandfather was
born in 1755. In the 1950s David Ernest Bowker, a veteran of the
Boer War and Samuel’s nephew, sent to Australia, care of the
Mayor of Ballarat, Victoria a copy of the book The Bowkers of
Tharfield. This book documented the South African line of the
Bowker family that descended from the Bowker family of Blakely
in Lancashire. The inference taken was that we were descended
from this family but this is yet unproven through documented
evidence. The jigsaw is missing pieces and this is probably not
helped by the destruction of church records for Clapham and
Fulham during WWII.

In 1856 Samuel married his first cousin Jane Higgins of
Godmanchester at St. Pancras Old Church, London. His younger
brother David had married Jane’s sister Sarah in 1854 at
Godmanchester. Samuel and his family have not been found on
the 1861 census, but on the 1871 census he is now the Proprietor
of the Crown Hotel, Lavender Hill, Battersea, with his wife Jane
and four children. In 1874 his father dies at Theobald House at
Stockwell, aged 84. In 1876 his eldest son Walter dies at the age of
18. On the 1881 census he is at 6 Crown Terrace, Lavender Hill,
Battersea, still owner of the Crown Hotel but now a retired
victualler. In 1882 Samuel is recorded in “A History of Battersea”
as a retiring vestryman. In 1886 his brother James dies in
Australia and in 1887 both his wife dies, aged 60 and his mother,
aged 95. In 1888 he is now living at St. Davids, Upper Tooting Park
and sends James’ widow (my great grandmother) her share of his
mother’s estate of Sixty Seven Pounds 8/6. On the 1901 census
Samuel is in care at Guildford, Surrey where he dies in 1905.
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Samuel’s will was proved in 1905, leaving a gross estate value
of over twelve thousand eight hundred pounds with a net personal
wealth of four thousand nine hundred and fifty pounds. In his will
Samuel leaves the Crown Hotel to his son Arthur Frank Bowker,
now a qualified Civil Engineer, together with other various
properties to his only son and to his daughters Esther Florence
Thomson and Gertrude May Bowker. From information on the site
http://pubshistory.com/LondonPubs/BatterseaEast/CrownHotel.s
html

Arthur may have disposed of the Crown before 1911.
Major Arthur Frank Bowker did not marry but did go on to

experience a rich and full life. He died in 1950. A summary of his
life experiences can be found here at

http://www.walsinghamanglicanarchives.org.uk/obitBowker.htm and
http://www.walsinghamanglicanarchives.org.uk/Bowker_biography.htm.

Three brothers of Samuel came to Australia. James (1817) to Port
Phillip in 1848 with his brother Alfred (1834), both as seamen.
Alfred returned and is on the 1851 census at Clapham Manor
Farm as an apprentice seaman. He did a return visit in 1856 from
New York. Thomas (1836) as an assisted migrant in 1856 to
Sydney and Henry (1814) to Victoria with his family in 1865.

Like the South African 1812 Settlers the descendants of the
three brothers have grown in numbers and prospered while our
mother country relations declined and have become invisible and
difficult to locate.
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records in S. E. England repositories?
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I searched ‘TROVE’ for Henry Pynegar (father) finding him to be
a regular visitor to Australia, and another of his sons, Rex Pynegar
who emigrated there after WW1.

Hunting on the web I found that Sir Charles Kemeys Kemeys
Tynte, (born to a John Johnson who had taken his wife’s name) ,
was a member of Parliament in the 18th century and his family
(now just called Kemeys) had emigrated to Australia in the 1890s.
I can only guess that Henry Pynegar had met them on his travels
and liked the name or wanted to honour them by naming his son
after their ancestor.

So, quite a complex story behind two ‘men of Bletchingley’.

Sacred to the memory of the men of Blechingley who gave
their lives in the Great War 1914-1918

JAMES ADAMS Lce-Cpl 9th York & Lancs Rgt
FREDERICK GEO. HUMPHREY Drumr. 8th The Queens Rgt
HENRY VICTOR AGATE Pte. 1st The Queens Rgt
ARCHIE LEGG A.B. RNVR
THOMAS BORER Pte. 16th Middx Rgt
OLIVER MORLEY Pte. 1st The Queens Rgt
THOMAS BRIGGS Pte 1st Canadian Infy
JAMES OSBORNE Cpl. The Queens Rgt
GEORGE HUBERT BROWN Cpl, The Queens Rgt
JOHN OSBORNE Pte. 2nd Monmouth Rgt
LEONARD WILFRED BROWN Cpl. R Berks Rgt
WILLIAM GEORGE PARSONS Lce. Cpl. 12th E. Surrey Rgt
ERNEST ARTHUR CAREY Cpl, The Queens Rgt
EDGAR SYLVANUS PYNEGAR Australian Arty.
ERNEST SIDNEY CHEAL Pte, 7th The Queens Rgt
KEMYS TYNTE PYNEGAR London Rifle Bde.
HARRY CHEESEMAN Pte, 16th Canadian Scottish
JAMES SCHOFIELD Pte. S. Notts Hsrs.
HORACE WALTER COLGATE Pte. 7th The Queens Rgt
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Exhumation records from St Mark’s Church,
Surbiton

Anne Ramon [4730]

We are familiar with archaeological digs in ancient Egyptian tombs
or the excavation of Viking ship burial sites. We have recently also
heard much about the retrieval of Richard III’s remains from
underneath a municipal car park. These are comfortably way back
in the past, but what about more recent excavations? Ones that
may have affected the ancestors we know about?

I have just read an article in London Archaeologist about the
exhumation of 200 19th and 20th century burials from St Mark’s
churchyard in Surbiton, and then the very detailed underlying
excavation report which actually names the deceased. Indeed, an
unusual genealogical source. What does it tell us?

St Mark’s church was built in 1844 on Surbiton Hill but suffered
extensive damage from bombing in October 1940. Members of the
parish were interred in the cemetery between 1848 and 1933 but
the burial registers only survive from 1871 to 1933.

The exhumation took place in 2009 and was necessitated by the
construction of a new vicarage and church hall. The burials were
exhumed under Faculty permission from the Diocese of Southwark
and the archaeologists were allowed to conduct an on-site
osteological (bone, including teeth) assessment of the health of the
parish inhabitants. On the completion of the works the burials
were reinterred at nearby Kingston Cemetery.

In total, 200 burials were exhumed, of which 146 were 19th
century and 54 dated from the 20th century. Single graves
contained between one and six burials each. A variety of ‘grave
goods’ including wedding rings, earrings, bracelets, hair combs
and a framed photograph were found and many coffin plates,
which name the deceased, survived. Seven were cremation burials
which had been legal since 1902. The study concluded that the



30

parishioners were relatively wealthy and most had successfully
lived into old age.

The bone study was restricted to well-preserved remains from
wooden coffins dating to the 19th century and concerned about
45 adults and 10 juveniles. Among the findings were poor dental
hygiene with tooth decay evident in half the sample despite the
availability of tooth brushes, tooth powder or soap. Tooth
powders were made from chalk or cuttlefish. Tooth decay was
treated by the application of lint or cotton soaked in a tincture of
opium and camphor. Some fillings contained mercury and some
were gold. 63% of the adults had lost one or more teeth, ten of the
burials had dentures. Replacement teeth in the early 19th century
were made from hippopotamus tusk, ivory and porcelain. There
was little evidence of respiratory disease – Surbiton was a leafy
suburb. There was some evidence of falls (repaired broken bones)
and arthritis.

The full report lists all 200 burials, and quotes the names from
the gravestones, where still present, the burial record or from the
coffin plates. Birth and death dates are listed in many cases.

The reports are well written and clinical but I felt a little
uncomfortable reading them. Those less squeamish than me might
like to see who their ancestors are buried alongside and perhaps
see a photograph of their remains!

The official report of the excavation, which includes all the
name and date details, is  ‘St Mark’s Church, Surbiton, Royal
London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

An Archaeological Watching Brief Report’, Sept 2009 by AOC
Archaeology Group and can be found at

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-414-
1/dissemination/pdf/aocarcha1-56879_34.pdf (that’s an underscore
between the 9 and 34 just before .pdf). A useful summary by
Rachel Ives entitled Life and death in suburbia: archaeological
work at St Mark’s church, Surbiton was published in London
Archaeologist, Spring 2013 Volume 13 Number 8 pp205-211.
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I’ve attached a listing from the WWI Memorial plaque which is
inside St Mary’s to the right of the nave, near the chancel.

Having prepared the transcription I was intrigued to find out
more about these brave men. None is related to me so I chose the
PYNEGAR entries – an unusual surname and unusual first names.
One was with a London regiment, the other served with an
Australian unit.

I looked at the 1911 Census, using the Findmypast subscription
website. Sylvanus (born in 1890) and Kem(e)ys (born 1899) were
indeed brothers, the sons of Henry and Jane PYNEGAR, a
consulting engineer and his wife, originally from Derbyshire, but
then living in Beckenham, in Bromley. At some time the parents
had moved to, and had had ten children in, Catford and Lewisham
and they and the younger family were living in Beckenham at the
time of the 1911Census. Sylvanus was an engineer’s clerk, working
for his father, and Kemys was at school. Between 1911 and soon
after the end of WW1 they must have moved to Bletchingley.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission website
(www.cwgc.org) is free to consult and lists both men. Edgar
Sylvanus PYNEGAR died of sickness in October 1918 (Spanish Flu?)
and is commemorated at St Sever Cemetery at Rouen while his
brother Kemys Tynte PYNEGAR died on 5th April 1918 and is
commemorated at Arras. I was just about to visit Arras so I noted
that his name is on Bay 9 of the memorial. I imagine he had fallen
during the Spring Offensive, when the Germans made their last
push towards Paris. (See photographs).

The TNA website gives access to the ‘Soldiers Died in WW1’
database. This only found K T Pynegar, born Lewisham, residence
Sydenham. Why not Edgar Sylvanus? He was serving with the
Australian Artillery, according to the Bletchingley Memorial
Plaque, so I looked at the excellent Australian ‘TROVE’ website
www.trove.nla.gov.au. This found him straight away, telling me he
was in the 14th Brigade, Australian Field Artillery.
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Blechingley parish records and WW1 Memorial
plaque

Anne Ramon [4730]

In the December 2012 Journal Brenda Hawkins suggested Family
History themes for articles in the 2013 Journals. The theme for
June was ‘In Tandridge Hundred’. There are 15 parishes in this
Hundred, including Ble(t)chingley where my ancestors, the Orgle
family, lived in the 18th century. The family farmed at Lodge Farm
in the South Park, later moving to Merstham as inn-keepers and
then moving progressively northwards towards inner London as
they became more ‘economically challenged’.

The village is beautiful, with many magnificent old houses and
the last few traces of a castle. St Mary the Virgin is the Ancient
Church, dating back some 900 years. The original Registers start
in 1538 and are held at the Surrey History Centre in Woking. The
cemetery at St Mary’s was laid out in 1857 and the burial registers
for 1858-1917 are at Woking.

The East Surrey Family History Society Research Centre holds
the following items for Ble(t)chingley:

○ Monumental Inscriptions 1559-1984
○ Militia Lists for 1813 and 1819
○ Lists of Payments 1808
○ Early Censuses (with names) 1801 and 1811

Members can consult these records for free at the Research
Centre at Lingield and Dormansland Community Centre, High
Street, Lingfield. There is a £2 charge for non-members. The
Research Centre is open every month (except August and
December) on the second Saturday from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.,
and on the fourth Wednesday from 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.

If you cannot attend in person, searches can be carried out for a
small fee. Contact the Search Co-ordinator, East Surrey FHS, 1 Rose
Cottages, Plaistow Street, Lingfield, RH7 6AU.
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The Live Bait Squadron
On the morning of 22 September 1914 some 130 men from the
Medway Towns drowned when HMS Cressy, Hogue and Aboukir
were torpedoed and sank off the Dutch coast.

These were known as ‘The Live Bait Squadron’ and the Friends
of Medway Archives (FOMA) in conjunction with the Kent Family
History Society (KFHS) are looking for their descendants.

How did the families cope? What happened to them? Was there
help available and what was the effect on the tight-knit
communities of the Medway Towns? Was a member of your family
on one of these ships? If so we would like to hear your stories!

The project is the result of research done by Dutchman, Henk
van der Linden, following his discovery of the graves of some of
these men in a cemetery in The Hague. In September 2012 he
published a book, The Live Bait Squadron, and a service was held
at Rochester Cathedral for those who died. Many relatives
attended and later met at the St. George's Centre,

Chatham, where they were able to share their stories. Plans are
now in hand for a similar event to commemorate the 100 years
anniversary.

More information is available on the website: www.livebaitsqn-
soc.info. Send your stories to: Tessa Towner FOMA Chairman and
KFHS Secretary (email: picketywitch@blueyonder.co.uk).

A Morris family
C. Denbigh Morris

37 Southdown Road, Shoreham by Sea, West Sussex, BN43 SAL

I have in my files an item seeking information for a family, listing
itself as Morris/Griffiths, Lambeth, and trying to find the parents
of Henry Morris, silk mfr, born Bermondsey, ca 1821, probably
Harry Morris.
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I may be able to help. The Morris mentioned is a collateral of
my main line.

Harry Morris, b 10 December 1796, was baptised with his twin,
Charles Morris, born same day, hatter of Bermondsey Square,
1828. He married Sarah Townley, (more detail on this couple
available); an older brother, my ancestor, Richard Morris, born 19
May, 1802, hatter, married Hannah (possibly Cole), and all three
were baptised at St Saviours, Southwark, on 10 April 1803. The
father was Thomas Morris, servant, (possibly of good standing,
since two of his sons obtained apprenticeships as hatters, a trade
needing some style and education, to obtain orders from the
gentry, etc. They were sometimes termed, jokingly perhaps, as
‘gentlemen hatters’).

Harry Morris married Elizabeth Ann Hughes (b ca. 1796 per St
Anne’s, MDX (from the census) on 19 October 1817 at St Giles
Camberwell. They had children Henry, Elizabeth, John, William,
James, (mentioned by the searcher), and Mary. The first four were
entered in the register of Dr Williams' Library, so they were
interesting non-conformists. For a while I thought the Morris line
could be Huguenots, but that fizzled out. The marriage in St Giles
means something. Brother Charles & Sarah were also married
there, but not Richard.

Notice how many of the names have Welsh connections, Morris,
Griffiths, Hughes, and the local censuses show many Welsh
hatters. Sarah Townley came from Yorkshire, where the name is
well known.

That is all I can offer at present. I hope it can help. On my line I
have Westcombe, (from the West country), Radford, (Midlands,
probably), Shorter, (Kent and Surrey), and various loose ends
including Quin, (Irish) to go with the host of Scots-Irish on my
mother's side, which included a Yorkshire element. I am now
trying to wind it all down and thin out the paper mountain.
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Depreciation
 At 1/01/12       16,826        16,151
 Eliminated on disposal  -   -
 Charge for the year           449            675
 At 31/12/12       17,275        16,826

 Net book value at 31/12/12        1,101         1,265
 Net book value at 31/12/11        1,265         1,631

7 Publication stock 2012 2011
  £ £
 Books, CD-roms,publications        2,075         2,405
 Vouchers           333            148
         2,408         2,553

8 Debtors  2012 2011
  £ £
 Gift aid rebate        1,975            274

         1,975            274

9 Bank and cash 2012 2011
  £ £
 Bank current account       18,524        16,703
 Cash floats           355            430
 Bank deposit accounts       46,133   -
 Charities deposit fund  -       45,884
        65,012        63,017

10 Creditors:due within one year 2012 2011
  £ £
 Accruals        3,620            493
         3,620            493
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East Surrey FHS
Notes to the accounts

2 Subscriptions 2012 2011
  £ £
 United Kingdom        12,575        14,700
 Overseas        1,174         1,392
        13,750        16,092

3 Bookstall publications 2012 2011
  £ £
 Sales and on-line publications        3,384         3,028
 Vouchers           149            316

 Less: Purchases and costs        2,696         2,376
          Stock movement -         145  -         653
            983         1,620

4 Journal costs 2012 2011
  £ £
 Printing        5,336         5,425
 Packing & mailing        2,195         4,099
         7,531         9,524
 less:sales and advertising income -           51  -           38
         7,480         9,486

5 Affiliation fees and insurance
  2012 2011
  £ £
 Insurance           189            189
 Subscription           619            673
            808            862
6 Tangible fixed assets

 Equipment, fixtures & fittings 2012 2011
 Cost £ £
 At 1/01/12       18,091        17,782
 Additions           285            309
 Disposals
 At 31/12/12       18,376        18,091
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Tech Topic

Brian Hudson

Microsoft has announced that, on 8th April 2014, support for
Windows XP SP3 and Office 2003 will end. If you are still running
these versions after support ends, you won't receive any more
security updates for them.

XP and Office will this continue to run in the usual way but will
become more vulnerable over time; in addition other companies
will increasingly stop supporting the facility of their software and
hardware to run on XP.

One option for many XP users involves upgrading to Windows
8, but this will depend on the age and specification of the PC in
question. Microsoft recommends that you run the Windows 8
Upgrade Assistant, which scans the PC and provides a report on
its compatibility. The Upgrade Assistant can be found by Googling
“windows xp support”.

To avoid the expense of buying a new Office package you could
consider using Apache Open Office (www.openoffice.org), a free
suite of office applications; a similar package, Libre Office
(www.libreoffice.org), is among others that are available.

Not bad for a Gardener
Caroline Wimble [9829]

In the June 2011 edition of this Journal I wrote about my
gardening Wortley family (One old book….). With ongoing research
into George & his family I have found out what a remarkable man
he must have been.
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George Wortley (b1807) Merstham, Surrey was the son of
Jonathan Wortley (b about 1757) and Fanny Bullis. George married
twice, first to Ann Metcalf (b 1807 Beckenham, Kent) who died in
November 1853 aged 46 & then to Mary Butterfield (b 1815
Outwell, Norfolk). He was my 2 x great grandfather.

George & Mary had two children, George (b 1856 Croydon) and
Mary (b 1858 Croydon).

As detailed in my earlier article, George Wortley (b 1807) was a
gardener in Norwood, in the gardens of Preston House, owned by
Admiral Cary, the eleventh Viscount Falkland, a half pay captain
who married into the Maubert family.

With eleven siblings George had quite a number of nephews &
nieces; from tracing these relations I saw that the name Furze
Road, Thornton Heath cropped up several times and had an idea
that someone in the Wortley family may have owned these
properties, but who I did not know.

When I read the contents of George’s will I was amazed to find
that he was the property owner. The will lists ‘four freehold
cottages in Union Road and the piece of land adjoining also the
two pairs of semi-detached cottages in Furze Road, Thornton
Heath’ also ‘ four freehold cottages in Farley Road also two semi-
detached cottages called Myrtle Cottages in Union Road, Thornton
Heath’. In all there were fourteen cottages and he goes on to
bequeath ‘freehold property in South Norwood’ to his sister in law,
although does not say where this is.

The will was witnessed by John Elsley, butler at Admiral Cary’s
South Norwood and the husband of one of George’s nieces, James
Harold Slark, (who was living in one of the cottages in Furze Road)
& was also a gardener.

I was amazed that a gardener could have amassed such a
wealth of property and gratified that he looked after his family so
well.
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East Surrey FHS
Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2012

note 2012 2011
  £ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Tangible assets 6         1,101          1,265

Current assets
Publication stock 7        2,408          2,553
Debtors 8        1,975             274
Bank and cash 9       65,012         63,017
        69,395         65,844

Creditors:falling due within one year 10        3,620             494

Net current assets         65,775         65,350

Net assets 66,876         66,615

Unrestricted funds
General fund:
Balance brought forward         66,615         62,775
Excess of income over expenditure
for the year             261          3,840

Balance carried forward 66,876         66,615

This is not a complete set of accounts. Any member of the Society who
would like to receive a full set of accounts should send a C4 stamped
addressed envelope to the Society Treasurer, whose address appears
on the inside front cover of the Journal.
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East Surrey FHS
Statement of Financial Activities for year ending 31st December 2012
note 2012  2011
  £ £ £ £
INCOME
Subscriptions 2        13,750         16,092
Gift aid tax rebate          1,976          2,633
Bookstall & publications 3         3,533          3,344
Donations & searches          1,029          1,659
Pay per view               51               51
Journal sales & advertising               51               38
Bank interest             339             325

20,728 24,142

EXPENDITURE
Bookstall & publications 3         2,551          1,723
Journal costs 4         7,531          9,524
Meetings & events          6,064          4,994
Projects               37             177
Research centre          1,424          1,128
Website, CD-rom & software               77             172
General running  costs:
Secretarial,stationery,room hire          878           496
Equipment repairs and renewals            91    -
Advertising            20           130
Federation            16    -
Insurance 5         189           189
           1,195              816
Affiliation fees,royalties 5            619             673
Independent examiner's fee             430             420
Depreciation             449             675
Donation               90               -

20,467 20,302

EXCESS OF INCOME  OVER EXPENDITURE            261          3,840

General fund  brought forward        66,615         62,775

General fund carried forward 66,876         66,615
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News from Surrey Heritage
Julian Pooley, Surrey History Centre

One of the most rewarding things about displaying documents in
our searchroom for a group visit is that you have time to look at
them properly and to learn more about them from the questions,
observations and comments made about them by the people who
have come to see them.  This week we were visited by a group of
young people from The Freewheelers Theatre Company, an
organisation that brings together disabled and non-disabled
actors, dancers, animators and film makers to explore issues
associated with disability.  The group were interested in learning
about the lives and experiences of people of their own age who
had been admitted to Surrey hospitals and I showed them a wide
range of medical casebooks, patient newsletters, hospital theatre
programmes, photographs and even hospital menus that we had
rescued from Surrey’s many mental, epileptic or learning disability
institutions when they closed in the 1990s.

I’ve used these records before, with academics, family
historians and reminiscence groups but this session was
particularly successful because these young people were so
fascinated by the people recorded in such detail on the case book
pages.  They seized on their experiences as individuals.  What was
wrong with them?  Why were they ill?  Why were they sent to a
hospital so far from home?  What about their parents, family,
visitors?  What medicines were they given?  Were they shut away
in wards?  How did they spend their time?  They were fascinated
by the patient photographs fixed to the pages – a range of
emotions or mental conditions fixed in sepia in what may have
been the only photograph ever taken of that person.  They were
intrigued by the contrast between a placid expression in the
photograph and the disturbed history and behaviour recorded in
the case book, and also queried the similarity of the clothes worn
by each patient (hospital issue) and background to the image
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(hospital curtain fixed to pole in exercise yard).  Their questions
brought home to me just how much we can learn about the lives
and experiences of our ancestors from these institutional records.
The patients themselves may never even have seen these
photographs and would certainly not have read their case notes,
but a century later we meet them face to face at a particular crisis
point in their lives.  More visits are planned and it will be
fascinating to follow the group’s progress and see how they
interpret these very personal documents in their creative work.

Of course documents record the history of places as well as of
people, which is of equal value for family historians.  My
colleague, Margaret Griffiths, has just completed her catalogue of
a fine set of deeds relating to Newark Mill in Ripley, covering the
years 1781-1833 (9142/-).  They chronicle in detail the history of
the mill over fifty years, naming the people who owned or
occupied it – Jeremiah Legat, John Mildred, John Williams Onslow,
Joseph Biddle – and show how free access to the mill along the
road from Homewood Farm to Pyrford church was granted for the
inhabitants and owners of messuages in the parishes of Woking,
Ockham, Wisley and Pyrford.  Other topics covered by these
records include the payment of tolls for barges on the Wey
Navigation between the trustees of the Wey Navigation and the
millers at Stoke, Woking and Newark mills.  They highlight the fact
that, while so much family history can be researched online, it is
essential to use a range of archives to understand how they lived
and their networks of friendships and business associations.

Recent accessions to our holdings have included the records of
the Chobham Poor Allotment and Smith's Charities, including
minute books, accounts and correspondence, from 1831 (9144/-),
a wonderful set of records of the Surrey County Constabulary,
dating back to the foundation of the force in 1851 and including
the first register of appointments (9152/-). These will be of great
value if you discover that your ancestor was a Surrey policeman.
Political life in the county is reflected in an interesting set of
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○ three talks in the morning was perhaps one too many as it
did not give enough time for questions

○ Would this continue as a joint event or was it a one-off? A
one-off for now until feedback from the committee

○ What happened to the practice of AGMs in different areas?
Sutton is thought to be too small, Southwark and Richmond
too expensive and Lingfield too far away. Croydon is very
accessible by all forms of public transport

○ Better advertising was needed especially outside the venue
○ 10am was too early for the first talk though that was

deliberately not a family history one

The Chairman gave thanks to the committee for organising the
day with special mention for Brenda Hawkins for all her hard work

The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
37 members signed the attendance sheet.

Family History themes

Did your ancestor run a pub, or work in one? Was it a famous
coaching inn, or just a beer house? Does it still exist and is it
anything like it was when they were there?

Where were your ancestors on Christmas Day? How did they
celebrate? Perhaps Christmas was no different from any other day
or perhaps it was very special in some way. Give us your seasonal
stories!

Please send any contributions to the Editor, whose contact
details are inside the front cover. The deadline for the next issue
is shown at the foot of page 1.
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One member commented that the new e-newsletter was very good.
As she lived out of the area and could not attend meetings, it was
particularly interesting

Sheila Gallagher asked if reports of meetings in the journal (as
suggested last year) was happening. Liz Moss replied that she puts
in reports for those she can attend. They are in under “useful
hints”.

Sheila also asked about our affiliations to other societies and
what this entails, including any benefits or privileges. Anne Ramon
has this on her to-do list. She will get in touch with each society
and write up for the journal. There is also a link to each society on
the Introduction page on our website

Comments and discussion about the use of technology to
encourage more members or those without their own computer
access. Could we liase with members not online and maybe print
off relevant information? Members were reminded of free
computer access at libraries.

Some members receive an email reminding them of upcoming
meetings which has proved very useful. It was discussed extending
this to text messages though the difficulty of collecting mobile
numbers may prove to be a barrier.

The committee have already discussed a Facebook page for the
society. Other societies have Facebook pages which are especially
useful for those spread throughout the world. Facebook can be
used to find relatives/connections for family history. Is there a
member willing to set this up?

○ Whole experience of the day made it worth coming up from
the South Coast

○ Enjoyed this day more than last year though not keen on
the small hall for talks
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election leaflets and papers relating to Reigate Labour Party dating
back to 1947 (9153/-).  As thoughts begin to turn to
commemorating the centenary of World War I, a fascinating
notebook has been deposited with us which was kept by Company
Sergeant Major C F Atwood of the 1/5th Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment, recording the instruction he received on a course on
mountain warfare on the North West Frontier, in 1917 (ESR/-).

We have also received additional parish records of St Lawrence,
Chobham, and St Saviour, Valley End, Chobham, 1868-2012,
including the burial register from St Saviours covering the period
1868-1992, (9136/-); St Peter and St Paul, Nutfield: additional
records including copies of London Gazette, parish magazines,
correspondence, historical notes, 1888-1990s, (9075add/-); and
the settlement certificate of William and Anne Russell of
Coulsdon, now residing in the parish of Battersea, allowed by
Justices, 5 Jul 1735, (9145/1).

Surrey steams ahead! New 'Surrey Railway Archive' DVD is out
now. If you have links to Surrey, an interest in the county's railway
heritage or just like steam trains, then this silent DVD offers a
fascinating look back to a bygone era in the history of Surrey's
railways. Almost every station and railway line within the modern
boundaries of the county is represented through a superb array of
colour and black and white photographs (the earliest taken in
1867) complemented where possible with rare archive 8mm colour
cine film from the 1960s and 1970s. The DVD captures
magnificently the railway network as the age of steam drew to a
close.

Each photograph and cine footage sequence is captioned on the
film itself and in addition a printed guide is included giving details
of each photograph and cine film sequence used. Where known,
the date, place and photographer and observations are noted to
better explain the scenes - a must for any railway enthusiast that
wants to know more! Narration is not included - the pictures speak
for themselves!
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Material for the DVD was painstakingly researched by Bob
Bridger from 30939archives and produced by John McIvor of SVS
Film, with input from Surrey History staff. Surrey History Centre
was also kindly given the opportunity to feature as the last
chapter of the DVD with a 5-minute guide to visiting and using
collections here. Staff walk you through how to book in, how to
use the fantastic array of archive and local studies material and
give you a taster of the historic gems any member of the public
can come and see.

The DVD is available from Surrey History Centre shop, priced at
£15.95, or from our online shop
www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyhistorycentre (click on 'Surrey
Heritage shop', please add £2.80 p&p).

Format: DVD-R (UK-PAL)
Silent
DVD Region: all regions, 16:9 widescreen format
Running time: 1 hour 47 minutes

Gertrude Jekyll: Landscape Gardener and Craftswoman
An exhibition at The Lightbox, Woking, incorporating many of
Miss Jekyll’s original garden plans, watercolours and photographs
held by Surrey History Centre.

Gertrude Jekyll was one of the most influential garden
designers of all time, whose impact on the art of gardening is still
evident around the world today. This exhibition will – for the first
time - explore the long and extraordinary life of Gertrude Jekyll
(1843 – 1932). We are delighted to be able to lend so many unique
items from our Jekyll collections to this exhibition.

The exhibition runs from 15 May to 8 September 2013.
Full details, together with a list of related events will be found

on the website of The Lightbox, http://www.thelightbox.org.uk/
To mark our collaboration in this project we will also be

showing our display, Beyond the Borders: Gertrude Jekyll, Artist,
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surplus. Our funds are healthy so we do not need to put up the
subscriptions. We are limited to the amount we can have in
reserve as we are charity registered

Question: has the committee considering emailing all UK resident
members to remind everyone of the benefits of Gift Aid?

Replies: the Gift Aid declaration is in the December journal
every year as part of the membership renewal. The committee will
look at this again

Comment: less has been spent on postage this year so that is
good.

Report proposed by Sheila Gallagher, seconded by Liz Moss –
carried.

Graham Moore, the present examiner was recommended to
continue.

Chairman:   Anne Ramon
Secretary:   Sue Adams
Treasurer:   Lesley Barker
Proposed: Joanna Grant, seconded: Ted Scott – carried

Committee members:  Peter Heather
  Brian Hudson
  Sylvia Dibbs
  Liz Moss
  Brenda Hawkins
  Judith Mitchell
Proposer: Joanna Grant, seconded: Rena Guest – carried

New member:  Ted Scott
Proposer: Alan Martin, seconded: Brian Hudson
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every £12 membership received it is possible to claim £3 back
from the ‘Inland Revenue’! In order for us to receive this, a
member needs to be a tax payer and have signed a Gift Aid
Declaration. This only needs signing the once as it is perpetual. So
if you are a tax payer and have not signed a Declaration, then
please either see or contact myself or Ann Turnor, our
membership Secretary, and we can make the necessary
arrangements.
The third comment is to advise that monies which had been held
in a Charities deposit account were moved during the year, in
order to gain a better return. Two-thirds are now in a one-year
investment bond at Santander and the remainder in an instant
access deposit account with Virgin Money.

Finally I’d like to say thank you to Gill Hyder, the previous
Treasurer, and my fellow Trustees for all their help and guidance
during my first year in post

Now, should you have any questions regarding the financial
report I’ll answer them as best I can?

Question: why do we not make a charge for the AGM?
Replies: we are not allowed to charge for the AGM. This event is

run jointly with the Croydon Forum so the cost is shared with
them

Question: why do we not charge for tea and coffee?
Replies: not good to have same people handling money as

refreshments, total cost of refreshments was £15 so not really
worth it. We are also trying to attract new members so enticing
them in with free refreshments

Question: has the committee considered raising the
subscriptions?

Replies: this has been looked at but decided against. There is a
fine line when charging membership and can put off new
members. The last time we increased the subscriptions we saw a
fall in membership renewals. Our charge is an average cost of
membership. We are not there to make a profit just an operating
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Gardener, Craftswoman  in our foyer at Surrey History Centre
during normal opening times between May and August. Free.

Writing the History of Surrey: 1760-1832
A lecture by Julian Pooley of Surrey History Centre to celebrate the
250th Anniversary of Holy Trinity Church, Guildford.

Thursday 4 July 11.00am
Trinity Centre Lower Hall, Trinity Churchyard, Guildford
Admission free, donations invited.
Manning and Bray's History and Antiquities of the County of

Surrey was published in the early 1800s and was one of the finest
county histories of its day.  It is still a vital reference book.
Started by Owen Manning of Godalming, it was completed by
William Bray of Shere with the help of a wide network of
antiquaries, including John Russell of Guildford.  This talk will
explore the course of the book's fraught research and publication
history in the context of eighteenth century antiquarian
scholarship.

History of Art Schools from the 19th Century
A display by the University of the Creative Arts at Surrey History
Centre. 20 August – 21 September 2013, in the foyer at Surrey
History Centre during normal opening times. Free.

This exhibition will explore aspects of Art School and Technical
School history, in Surrey, from 1889-1969, specifically through the
case study of Epsom and Ewell Technical Institute and School of
Art, but also in relation to Guildford School of Art, and Farnham
School of Art.

There will be a talk by Stephen Knott of the Surrey Schools of
Art at Surrey History Centre on Saturday 14 September.

For details see our page at http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents
or join our mailing list at www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyheritagemailinglist.
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News from Sutton Archives
Kath Shawcross (Borough Archivist & Local Studies Manager)

London Borough of Sutton 020 8770 4747

Check out this URL for a desktop calendar which has been
produced by London's Screen Archives and will show a 60 second
clip of archive film each week throughout 2013:
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=930 . Two films
have already featured from Sutton in February and another will be
featured in October. To see more films from Sutton's Archive click
on “See More from the Archive” below the calendar. This will take
you to another website.

New Accessions: accession 849 which we’re very pleased to
have received – 10 boxes of deeds relating to Carshalton and the
Scawen family, 1591-1740. These have been transferred to us from
another record office. Although they are not fully catalogued we
have a rough list which can be viewed in the Local Studies &
Archives Centre or we can consult on your behalf.

Coming up on the 16 June is one of the Heritage Service’s
regular openings of Carew Manor in Beddington. Guided tours of
the Grade1 listed hall plus a visit to the nearby 18th century
dovecote. The tours at 2pm and 3.30p are £5 (£4.50 for Friends of
local heritage groups). Advance booking on 020 8770 4781 and
further details at:
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1492

Finally, the Local Studies & Archives Centre have acquired a
Digital Microform Scanner with 20” touch screen. It will scan from
microfilm and fiche enabling readers to print out or save to a
memory stick. It’s very whizzy in all its extras and the touch
screen is particularly helpful for anyone who has difficulty
holding a mouse. Staff are still getting used to it but by the time
you read this we’ll all be proficient.
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either of these please speak to me or any Committee Member after
the meeting.

Your Committee continues to keep a close eye on local family
history repositories. In January we heard that Croydon Archives
might lose its entire staff and have to close. Brenda Hawkins
represented the Society in a strong and vocal local protest and I’m
pleased to tell you that sense prevailed, the threat from the
Council was deflected elsewhere and the Archives remain.

I’d like to thank the Society Secretary, Sue Adams, for
organising and minuting the Committee Meetings and for
responding to enquiries; and Lesley Barker, our Treasurer, for
keeping a steady and professional hand on our finances. You will
hear her report shortly. The Committee has met six times during
the year. We still have space for one more Committee Member, so
please think hard and see if you can help steer the Society.

Two Members of the Committee retire this year, having served a
full five years. I’d like to thank Joanna Reynolds, also our past
Chairman, and Rita Russell for their support and contributions to
the Committee’s meetings.

My name is Lesley Barker, and this is my first year of presenting
the financial statements, so I trust you’ll be gentle with me!

I think you all should have a copy of the accounts which I hope
you’ve had a chance to look through. [A summary of the accounts
appears on p18ff.] There are three comments I’d like to make:

You will no doubt have noticed on page 5 that the ‘Excess of
Income over Expenditure’ (i.e. net profit) has reduced from £3840
in 2011 to £261 in 2012. This has been caused mainly as a result
of the reduced number of memberships, which meant that
subscriptions were reduced by around £2300 and donations £600
and subsequently the Gift Aid rebate also by £600.
That leads me onto the second point. It’s not often nowadays that
you get ‘something for nothing’ but with Gift Aid this is true. For
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Our Society has also attended a number of family history fairs
and shows including at Huntingdon and Buckinghamshire, and
more locally at Woking and Warlingham. The Shows are an
excellent opportunity to both keep in touch with our more distant
members and to attract new members and I’d like to thank the
regular crew of Society members who transport the material and
man the stands and Research desk.

Our members also receive our Quarterly Journal which is edited
by Chris Green, and can see our Society website run by Brian
Hudson. The Journal is as old as the Society – volume 36 now I see
– and continues to provide a mix of learned articles, name lists,
research tips and topical news. Chris is always keen for new
material so I urge you to put pen to paper or finger to keyboard.
We can all learn from each other! There’s loads of information to
help you on the website and Brian keeps the events and meetings
listings up to date. I looked at the visitor numbers recently. We get
about 1200 hits a week, half from the United States, a quarter
from the UK and smaller numbers from China, Russia, Japan, India
and all across Europe. Brian has asked me to tell you that the
Directory of Members (Name) Interests will be available on the web
site next week. So thanks to both Chris and Brian for keeping our
members, and potential members, informed.

I’ve got involved in ‘publishing’ myself! I’ve started to produce a
monthly electronic newsletter or ‘e-news’ for the Society, but I
regret I have failed to set up the email distribution list – yet. I
apologise for this and will buckle down to it shortly. In the interim
Brian is kindly placing the e-newsletters on the web site.

There are a couple other initiatives we’d like your help with, if
you can. We’d like to produce a series of ‘Parish Profiles’. Short
booklets about the parishes in East Surrey – a bit of history, some
Census extracts, important local people and events. We’re also
hoping to help with a WW1 project being initiated by the Surrey
History Centre. This will focus on war memorials and investigate
the lives of the people commemorated. If you‘d like to help with
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Useful tips from Group Meetings
Liz Moss

Croydon had a talk from Ray Wheeler about Shirley, which has a
surprisingly long history. Most of the Shirley that is seen today
was built on the large estates of leading financiers and
industrialists of their time. There are still a few old buildings
including Shirley Windmill and a few lodge houses to these
estates. Shirley Oaks Hospital and a housing development are built
on the site of the Shirley Oaks Children’s Home, a progressive care
home, and the Bethlem Hospital, which can trace its history back
to the 13th Century, moved to Shirley in 1930

A notable resident was the Revd William Wilks 1843-1923, who
cultivated the Shirley Poppy; he was a member of the RHS and was
awarded their Victoria medal of Honour.

Ray provided the following reading list:
Shirley & Addington – ISBN: 9780752426839 The History Press
The History of Shirley Oaks Children’s Home by Gerry Coll and

Jad Adams (available to purchase from the Reception Desk Shirley
Oaks Hospital, cost £10: call 020 8655 5500 for details of postage)

Shirley Windmill – a guidebook available from Friends of Shirley
Windmill (Hon. Secretary on 020 8406 4676)

The Growth of a Parish by Nina Foster (a few copies left from St

John the Evangelist, Shirley; contact St. Johns stjohnsshirley@aol.com)
A History of St George’s Church, Shirley (copies from St

George’s, Shirley or from Ray Wheeler)
Shirley in Wartime – published by Spring Park Residents

Association (available from Ray Wheeler r.e.wheeler@open.ac.uk)
75 Years in Shirley - published by Spring Park Residents

Association (available from Ray Wheeler r.e.wheeler@open.ac.uk)
Lingfield Group were entertained by Janet Bateson, wearing the

suffragette white green and purple colours for her talk about the
Oxted Bomb and other demonstrations in east Surrey in the early
twentieth century .In 1913 a bomb was planted at Oxted Railway
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Station in a wicker basket. This followed several other incidents in
Surrey by supporters of Women’s Sufferage. To check whether any
of your ancestors were suffragette prisoners see the Roll of
Honour (which is in the Women’s Library) at

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=106-7lac&cid=2#2.
This collection has moved to the LSE:

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/newsandinformation/womenslibraryatLSE/home
.aspx

Sutton had an interesting talk by Ian Waller on WW1 soldiers
and the aftermath of the War, when soldiers returned to the UK
many of them shell shocked and disabled. The Western Front was
not the only theatre of conflict as people served in Egypt, India,
Greece and Persia (modern day Iran). The demobilisation of the
services took several years and some personnel were sent to
Russia in 1919.

The personnel service records of WW1 are not complete due to
enemy action in WW2. The National Archives records are held in
the various categories within the data set WO War Office records.
These categories include Operational War Diaries, Maps originally
from Operational War Diaries, Campaign Medal Rolls, Army
Pension Records, Field Hospital Admissions and Discharges and
Royal Flying Corp War Diaries which may help with ancestor

research. http://www.greatwar.co.uk/research/military-records/british-
soldiers-ww1-service-records.htm explains how to locate the records of
Household Cavalry and Guards Regiments as these are not at the
National Archives. Other resources include the London Gazette

website www.london-gazette.co.uk/. The Red Cross archive holds an
incomplete record of personnel records for women

http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-are/Museum-and-
archives/Resources-for-researchers

In the aftermath of the war there was little help for the
discharged servicemen and many were admitted to asylums and
hospitals. For information on hospitals look at

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hospitalrecords/.

East Surrey FHS Vol 36 #2 June 2013 11

§ the story of the suffragettes and suffragists and a bomb in
Oxted – and how the police tracked down ‘who did it’

§ Huguenot ancestry, illustrating that our ancestors came
from far and wide and not just from Britain; and

§ how to date family photographs using clues from dress,
backgrounds, studio names, etc.

I’d like to thank the Group Chairs and Secretaries for arranging
and hosting these lectures. They are a key ingredient in our
Society. I’d also like to thank the kind members in each Group who
make tea, put out the chairs, help set up the equipment, all the
other tasks that need to be done.

I’d like to make special mention here of Sheila Gallagher who
has run the Southwark Group for many years but who will be
stepping down later this year to concentrate on doing her own
research. We will miss her support and fine organisational skills
and whilst it will be difficult to replace Sheila we do need someone
to help Paula – please form an orderly queue.

I’d like to thank Rita Russell, Peter Heather and their team for
manning, searching, scanning and indexing the Society’s Research
Collection at Lingfield. We have been using a bequest made to the
Society last year to preserve our vulnerable manuscript record
collection which is threatened by a reduction in available storage
space. Good progress has been made with the scanning and work
has started on indexing. Volunteers are always welcome, please
speak to Rita. And please do visit and use the Collection in
Lingfield. It is ‘ours’ and Members can search for free.. There will
always be someone there to help you.

Brenda Hawkins is our book purchaser and she writes reviews
for our Journal, and she also arranges and leads our presence at
the annual ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ Show. We put on an
excellent display this year, and helped many visitors with their
family research enquiries. Our hearty thanks go to Brenda and her
many helpers.
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36th Annual General Meeting
20th April 2013 at United Reformed Church, Croydon

Marion Brackpool, Vice President welcomed members

Paul Blake, Jean & Derek Tooke, Rita Russell

These were proposed by Alan Martin, seconded by Brenda
Hawkins and signed by the Chairman

None

Welcome to the 36th Annual General Meeting of the East Surrey
Family History Society. I am Anne Ramon, currently Acting
Chairman of your Society, and I am pleased to be able to provide
you with a review of the past year’s events. I also need to thank
the many people who have devoted their time and energies toward
making the Society meetings and activities so successful.

So, what’s happened in the last year? Well, our five Groups at
Southwark, Richmond, Sutton, Croydon and Lingfield have each
hosted an interesting and busy programme of lectures. These have
included:

§ the story of the Victorian Royal Surrey Gardens at
Walworth, which included a volcano, which must have been
quite a spectacle for those of our ancestors living close by;

§ an investigation of the families living in a Croydon road in
1911, and as it turned out a member of the audience had
family living in one of the properties featured;
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To find records of serviceman, who continued on active service
after 1923 application has to be made to the Ministry of Defence

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-
defence/about/publication-scheme#apply-for-service-personnel-service-
records.

Colin Chapman entertained Croydon members with a talk on
how education records can help the family historian. After a brief
history of education from pre-Reformation, Kings Schools,
merchant endowed schools, charity schools founded by
organisations like SPCK, Quaker and Ragged Schools, British and
National Schools and the various specialist schools like Military
and Industrial Schools. he talked about the records that could be
found. By using attendance records, log books, punishment books,
class lists and photographs handbooks, management records,
alumni registers and school histories information you may find
information about your ancestor’s education. He also mentioned
the Education Survey Classification of Day Schools 1851 which can
be found in the tables appendix at the end of the report

http://archive.org/details/cu31924030462067
 His list of resources shows where some records may be held.

He mentioned the collection of school histories held by the Society

of Genealogists http://www.societyofgenealogists.com/.
Some records are held by local record centres so for local

schools that would be a useful starting point, although some
records are “closed” due to the personal information they contain.

Chapman, Colin R. The Growth of British Education & its
Records. Lochin Publishing.1992.

Chapman, Colin R. Basic Facts about using Education Records.
FFHS.1999.

SPCK ( Archives are now at Cambridge University Library.
British & Foreign School Society archives are at Brunel

University. British School Museum Hitchin.
National School Society material is at Church of England

Records Centre (Lambeth Palace).
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Ragged School Union (Shaftsbury Society), 16 Kingston Road,
London, SW19 1JZ.

www.catholiceducation.org.uk can link to the work of the Catholic
Schools Council.

Quaker Schools: for guidance contact Friends House Library,
Euston Road, London,  NW1 2BJ.

Methodist Records are now at University of Manchester Library.
Wesleyan Committee on Education (type directly into Google).
Jewish Schools: contact Jewish Historical Society of England

www.jhse.org
University Records: contact the university or college direct.
TNA has NINE Research Guides relating to Educational History.

See www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.
History of Education Society has a website www.historyof

education.org with many useful links to school and education
museums, its own publications, articles relating to the history of
education and archives that specialise in educational records that
are helpful for family historians.

From the Editor
Efficient and convenient as internet records are, they don’t give
the same thrill as you get when you are searching through fiche
after fiche of parish records for an elusive ancestor and suddenly
come across the name you are searching for.

Transcriptions on the internet often don’t reproduce the entire
entry – sometimes the registers contain interesting snippets or
notes that just don’t get recorded.

If your searches reveal any notes that you would like to share
with other Society members – not necessarily because they are
important research dates,but just because they strike you as droll
or out of the ordinary – then please send the m to me and I shall
use them to fill in the odd gap.
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Although he had this conviction he continued to serve in the
Army, later he was allowed to extend it for another 12 years, 24
years in total. He married Annette Chapman on the 22 Aug 1878
in Plaistow, Essex, and left the Army on the 23rd February 1889.
The 1891 census shows Thomas in Swindon, aged 42 a General
Labourer. The last evidence of Walter was his death in Edmonton
London March quarter 1895.

The above Pilgrims had another brother George, who was my
great-grandfather. My grandmother Minnie Rees (née Pilgrim) used
to tell me about her younger brother William who was killed in
Belgium during WW1

William was born 30 August 1887 in Thornton Heath, Croydon.
I couldn’t find his death on the Commonwealth War Grave
Commission website www.cwgc.org, but eventually found him
when one member of the family told me that he had joined up
using his mother’s maiden name of Beams. Without this
information there was no hope of finding his records.

An article in the local paper, the Croydon Advertiser, dated 17
August 1908 gave the clue as to why William joined up. The article
was about the West Surrey Regiment who was on a recruitment
drive in Croydon. Seeing the glamour of the soldiers in their
uniforms suggested adventure and regular pay. He tried twice to
join up in the Regiment but was rejected each time. The reason
being was that at school as a 5 year old, he had an accident which
left him with a chronic swollen knee, and therefore he had been
rejected on these grounds. So he asked his mother whether he
could try again using her maiden name, this time he was accepted

During WW2, German bombing destroyed the building where
Army Records were held. Many of the records were destroyed but
some were saved although badly burnt, these records were
restored and eventually copied, www.ancestry.co.uk has this
collection on their website. At last William’s records were found

(to be continued)

rjc
Circle
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Website round-up
Brian Hudson

www.locatinglondon.org – Locating London’s Past provides a range of
searchable data sets from 17th and 18th century London, such as
the Hearth Tax, PCC wills, Poor Relief and Coroners’ Records; the
search results can then be mapped on to a version of John
Rocque's 1746 map. There are four video tutorials; of these the
Introduction should help to indicate if the site will be of use to
you.

www.one-place-studies.org – A one place study (OPS) is like a one
name study except it is for a location. Knowledge about the place
where people lived can improve the understanding of what they
would have seen and experienced. The website maps out locations
of OPSs, and if you are lucky, one of them might coincide with
your research interests.

www.unionancestors.co.uk – Many millions of people have been
members of Trade Unions and, if your ancestor was one of them,
this site may tell you which union and what role they played in it.
The search box can be used to find any instances of a name on the
site. N.B. At the top of the home page is a link to Chartist
Ancestors which includes information on the movement itself and
several lists of names; once again use the search box to find a
name.

http://finereader.abbyy.com - ABBYY FineReader (text recognition
software) has been recommended by Peter Grant. He had several
pages of documents he needed to send by email but, after
scanning them, he found the jpeg images were too large.
Using the offer of a 14 day free trial, he downloaded the program
which converted the images into PDFs suitable for emailing.
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The Halstead Trust
The Trust is a registered charity which promotes excellence in
Family History. It is organising its second International Conference
from 6th-8th September 2013 in Leicestershire.

 With 20 talks from 17 internationally-known genealogists and
historians, Exodus : Movement of the People features the theme of
British Migration from, to and within the British Isles.

 You can find out more details about the conference, including
the full programme of talks and details of the speakers, on our
dedicated conference website at www.exodus2013.co.uk, where
you will also find some interesting migration stories and articles.

 If you are interested in attending all or part of the conference,
full details of the booking arrangements are also available on the
website.
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Can you help?

Barbara Lee [4196]

I have been trying since 1991, on and off, to trace the birth of my
paternal grandmother, so far without success.

The only firm information I have is that shown on her marriage
certificate: Elizabeth Allen marrying Albert Henry Shepherd at St
Mark's Church, Peckham on 9th September 1894. Both gave their
address as 8 Hooks Road; her age was given as 25 and her father
was George Allen, a tailor.
I found her in the 1901 census in Rotherhithe, shown as having
been born in Brentford, Essex (not Middlesex). She then appears in
the 1911 census in Bermondsey with a birthplace of Clapham.
She died on 4th August 1938 in Greenwich.
If any member can help track down this elusive lady, I should be
most grateful.

Christina Egan christina.egan@btinternet.com

The photo opposite is of my husband's ancestors (Burford), salt
merchants of Bermondsey and surrounding areas. We know
virtually no one in it, apart from his grandmother and probably
great-grandmother. Jayne Shrimpton has dated it for us as taken
c1894 - 1897, the most likely years being 1895 or 1896.

The chest in which it was found has been dated at the National
Maritime Museum recently: it is British-made in the 1820s and
probably belonged to Richard’s brother in law Henry St John
Askew, whose father John Ackew was born in Amoy, China in the
1840s. We found him in the 1861 census working as a barman at
the Elephant and Castle Tavern. We know nothing of the
circumstances of his birth but along with the curator at the
NMM we speculate that he was born to a British Merchant Seaman
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and a local woman in Amoy. We are puzzled as to why an Epsom
photographer was used, what the occasion was and whose house it
was. We have no historic addresses in a leafy area!

Does anyone has any information which might help?

Sue Homer [6573] homersusan@hotmail.com

These photographs of Sanderstead United Football team belonged
to my late father John George Browning (1897- 1978), who lived at
9 Kendall Avenue, Sanderstead and played for the team as goal
keeper for some years.

Unfortunately the right-hand picture is not dated, but I would
think it was probably taken about 1919 or 1920 after my father
returned from service with the RNAS and RAF. I wonder if any
members can identify any of the other players or have any
information about the club they can share with me.

Barbara Golby [9743]
13 Staverton Leys, Rugby, CV22 5RD Rowland.golby@sky.com

Family lore suggests that my grandfather, William Charles
Clifford, was born in Southwark about 1888. The family was
resident in the Walworth area for some time.

His marriage certificate shows his father’s name as Edward,
with occupation plumber. The 1891 census shows Edward and
Caroline (parents) plus William. Edward’s occupation was not
given.
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However, the 1901 census shows Edward to be a plumber.
William is not shown as he ran away from home as he did not wish
to work for his father. Both census returns show the family living
in Portland Street, Newington.

I believe I have found the baptism of Edith, sister to William, in
the parish of St John, Waterloo Road, but so far I haven’t found
either a baptism or birth for William. He married Ethel Herring on
26th November 1913 in Folkestone.

I would welcome any information or suggestions as to where I
go from here.

Jones
Lesley Scott (née Jones) [10259]

I have come up against a brick wall in trying to trace the place and
date of birth of my grandfather Charles Joseph Eldridge Jones who
was living with his "uncle" James Napoleon Wyeth in Lambeth at
the time of the 1881 and 1891 census. I believe that Charles may
have been the illegitimate son of James' late wife Susan Catherine
Wyeth (née Jones and formerly Newman) or one of her sisters, all
of whom were born in Kencott, Oxfordshire and were working in
service in London.

Susan was a housemaid in Hampstead in 1871 and married
Thomas Newman, a warehouseman, in the Parish Church in
Camberwell on 19th January 1873. By August 1879 Susan was a
widow and she married James Napoleon Wyeth in St Mary's
Church Lambeth.

Unfortunately, I have been unable to find any information
regarding Thomas Newman as to where he lived or when / where
he died. I did find one article in the Police Courts section of The
Daily News dated 5th June 1878 whereby a young Mrs Newman
reported her husband, Thomas Newman aged 29, missing for the
past week and had been working under the title of "The National
Linen Warehouse". Again, I have been unable to find any further
reports but this could possibly be my elusive Thomas Newman.
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My grandfather was born between 1872 and 1874 in one of
London, Oxfordshire or Gloucestershire. Either Susan gave birth to
Charles before she married Thomas Newman or she was Charles'
aunt and guardian.

Any help or advice would be very much appreciated.

Sue Homer [6573]

I would also be interested to know if anyone has any information
about an Operatic Society which was active in Sanderstead and
South Croydon around the 1920s/30s . I believe that my late
father, John George Browning, and his first wife Edith (née Grimes)
were committee members. Unfortunately press cuttings we had
about the society were lost in a house move and I would be
grateful for any information.

Mrs Joan E Ames [9154]
4 St John`s Close, Mildenhall, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, 27th October 2012

Tel: 01638712595 Email: joan.ames123@btinternet.com

I am trying to trace the following family members of the Plowman
family; they are my great-uncles and great-aunts, the children of
Phillip Plowman and Amelia Bance.

Amelia Plowman born 5th January 1870 Brixton Surrey. I found
her in 1891 working as a servant for a Jamie Richie and his wife. I
cannot find her after 1891. Did she marry and when did she die?

John Plowman born 11th February 1867 Surrey last heard of on
the 1881 census. Where did he go? I was told he went off to
Australia but that could be a different story altogether.

Thomas William Plowman (born 20 November 1864 Stockwell
Surrey died 19 November 1894 Surrey) and his wife Anne Louisa
(née Cannon, born 1863 Ardley Brent Hertfordshire). They married
5th August 1883 Wimbledon Surrey. When did she die? The
children were: Frederick Plowman born 1883 Buntingford
Hertfordshire; Florence Plowman born 1885 Ware Hertfordshire;
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William Plowman born 1890 Surrey; Philip Plowman 1893
Wimbledon Surrey. Did any of these marry, and what became of
them?

Sue Homer [6573] homersusan@hotmail.com

This photograph is of
my late father John
George Browning
(1897 – 1978) at a
Scout Camp (he is the
one at the head of the
queue) about 1910. He
lived at 9 Kendall
Road Sanderstead, so
I presume it is the
Sanderstead Troop
and wonder if any member recognises anyone else in the picture
or has any information about early scouting in Sanderstead they
are willing to share with me.

Peter Evans [10205]

This ancestor of mine lived in Brixton between 1841 and 1861. He
was described as a coach or omnibus proprietor (presumably at
that time the omnibus was horse-drawn). He had a wife called
Sarah, who died in 1850. According to the censuses he was born in
Clapham in about 1781 but I haven't found him in the parish
register. I would be grateful to hear from anyone with a family
connection or who has knowledge of the local omnibus services of
the period.
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Lewis Wicking <lewiswicking@bigpond.com>
147 Rowans Road, Moorabbin 3189 Victoria Australia

I am John and Susannah Wicking’s Aussie 3xgt-grandson.
James, their son, born 28 Nov 1798 at St George’s, Crowhurst

married Jane Whibley at Brasted, Kent on 10 Nov 1829. Richard,
their first child, was born at St John, Eltham on 4 Aug 1830.

The youngest of 10 children, another James, was born 31 Aug
1835 at St George The Martyr, Surrey. James senior arrived in
Adelaide, Australia, on 22 Dec 1849, walked to Melbourne (?).  The
eldest son Richard and a younger brother, Frederick, followed,
arriving at Melbourne in August 1852.

I have an unconfirmed listing for a ‘John Wicking and Susannah
Jenners (born/christened 10 July 1767, died 28 April 1821) and I
should like to know if this is my John Wicking.

James died on 4 August 1862 aged 62 years. Did he intend for
his wife and younger children also to become Aussies? I would
love to hear from anybody interested before my 94th birthday
next January!

Have you come up against a

Brick Wall?
Perhaps other members of the Society can help
break it down. Send your request for help to the
Editor, whose contact details appear on the
inside front cover, for publication in the next
issue.


