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Group meetings
June
4 Surrey Gardens in Walworth 1831 – 1878 Stephen Humphrey Sutton

Stephen is a Local and Family Historian in Southwark

8 Had you thought of looking at . . . ? Hilary Blanford Southwark
A look at some unusual sources, and ideas to add some flesh to the bones
of your ancestors

16 What did your ancestors leave behind?  Croydon
This is an open meeting: please bring anything relevant to your family
history and share your memorabilia

24 Hearth Tax and other 17th century sources Francis Howcutt Lingfield

July
2 My ancestors were Thames watermen Pat Hilbert Sutton

Pat has been a family historian for over 20 years and is currently
Chairman of the East Dorset group of the Somerset and Dorset FHS.

11 “Gentlemen’s Magazine” Julian Pooley Richmond
On the value of this publication as a significant source for family
historians and for the history of Surrey.

21 What the Victorians did for us Ian Bevan Croydon

29 London Labyrinth Kathy Chater Lingfield
explaining the various record offices & archives in London
Please note that this meeting is one week later than usual

August
7 Informal members’ meeting  Sutton

Share brick walls and perhaps solve them? plus plan 2016 Sutton talks

10 Shipping, Shipwrecks and Masters of the
  Merchant Navy Jeanie Smith Southwark

The Lloyd’s Marine Collection. Jeanie is the Assistant Librarian at
Guildhall Library and she will take you through this important maritime
collection which offers resources for study of the Merchant Navy from
1741 – present, including ships’ details, movements and casualties
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Group meetings

Croydon: United Reformed Church (small hall), Addiscombe Grove, Croydon CR0 5LP
 3rd Tuesday (except August and December); 8.00 p.m.
 Secretary: Liz Moss 020 8686 8962 croydon@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
Lingfield: Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, High Street, Lingfield RH7 6AB
 4th Wednesday (except August and December); 2.30 p.m.
 Secretary: Rita Russell 01342 834648 lingfield@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
Richmond: Vestry House, 21 Paradise Road, Richmond TW9 1SA
 2nd Saturday of alternate months; 2.30 p.m.
 Secretary: David Carter 020 8642 6437 richmond@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
Southwark: Southwark Local History Library, behind John Harvard Library, 211 Borough High Street,

London, SE1 1JA
 Second Monday of alternate months; 12 noon (except August when the meeting dates will vary

– see the Journal and the Society website). There will be no meeting in December.
 Secretary: Hilary Blanford 01346 685219 southwark@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
Sutton: St Nicholas’s Church Hall, Robin Hood Lane, Sutton SM1 2RG
 1st Thursday; 8.00 p.m.
 Secretary (acting): Joanna Grant 01737 814161 sutton@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
Doors usually open 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Please check the Society
website www.esfhs.org.uk for future meetings and last-minute alterations.

September
3 Their names liveth for evermore Andrew Arnold Sutton

Researching Carshalton’s WW1 casualties; Andrew is an author and
historian specialising in  military history

12 Post-Reformation churches Stephen Humphrey Richmond

15 Artists,  Antiquaries and Collectors Julian Pooley Croydon
Illustrations of Surrey collected by Robert Barclay of Bury Hill

October
1 A journey in search of convict ancestors Judy Davies Sutton

Judy is an author and family historian

12 The Elephant & Castle Stephen Humphrey Southwark
Please note a change of venue and later start time.  Stephen’s talk will
start at 1.00 p.m. in the Schoolroom at the Borough Welsh Chapel at 90
Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 0EX
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AGM 2015
Chairman’s Address
Mr President, fellow Members of the Society.

Welcome to our 38th Annual General Meeting. I hope you have enjoyed the Open
Day and have picked up some hints and tips on researching your ancestors’
occupations, and that you’ve enjoyed meeting fellow enthusiasts for Family
History. Special thanks to Liz Moss who has worked so hard to put the Open Day
together!

This is my opportunity to say a few words about the activities we’ve shared, and
the events the Society has attended, during the last year. I’d also like to say thank
you to the people who have made it all possible, and I’ll look forward to the
coming year when we have some exciting new events to tell you about.

This year our five Groups have presented over 50 talks and Members’ meetings,
and a Christmas Social. Perhaps you remember:

Southwark Archives treating us to some early and mid-20th century film clips;

Sue Gibbons telling us about researching Shopkeeper ancestors;

learning about accessing the map collection at Surrey History Centre.

On your behalf I’d like to thank the Group Chairs and Secretaries, especially where
they are Acting Chairs or Acting Secretaries, for putting on such interesting and
varied programmes. And it is such a bonus to have access to the experts! You
can read all the family history magazines you like and scour your computers but
nothing beats discussing your own family photograph with Jayne Shrimpton
herself or quizzing Stephen Humphrey about … well, anything in Southwark or
Bermondsey!

Our Editor has produced four fine Journals this year, packed with useful and
entertaining articles, and I’ve delivered twelve monthly e-newsletters full of
news, photos and website reviews. Our Facebook ‘Likes’ now number 221 and
you may be interested to know that 70% of our ‘Fans’ are women, 30% men, and
20% of all our fans are over 65! Our website has continued to provide a window
on our Society.



East Surrey FHS Vol 38 No. 2 June 2015 5

We have attended a number of Family History Fairs this year including the three
day Who Do You Think You Are? Live Show at the NEC last week. We go to Fairs
to meet and help our more distant members and to fulfil our ‘Education’
charitable objective but we have to give this some serious thought now because
of the cost. Our Society income is falling as Members do not renew their
subscriptions but our Treasurer will say more about our financial position shortly.

As always, none of this would be possible without the efforts and enthusiasm of
our volunteers and, as usual I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who has helped, in any way, with the running of the Society. Thank you all, very
much! I have two people in particular to thank this time, who are both stepping
down from the Committee.

Peter Heather, who also helps run the Lingfield meetings, manages the Research
database and answers Research queries, has now completed the maximum five
years on the Committee, and Brian Hudson, who has been our Webmaster and
general IT guru, has likewise served five years. Thank you very much, both!

Nick McDonald has also served on the Committee this year and he has
enthusiastically supported our Meetings and Events, but he now has new calls
on his time. Thank you for your help, Nick, and we look forward to working with
you again.

So, what of the future?

As you can see, we have at least three vacancies for Committee members. Our
Committee is now reduced to six plus our President, three of whom have only
one year more they can serve before stepping down. Your Society Needs You!
and never more than now, so I urge you to consider supporting your Society. The
regular jobs like Editor, Webmaster, Membership Secretary, and Research
Co-ordinator are fully manned so new Committee Members can focus on
representing and guiding the Society, helping out as and when they can at events
and greeting new Members.

In the New Year we sadly lost Chris Pocock, our Group Secretary at Sutton, at
too young an age. He was one of life’s enthusiasts and was keen to share his
passion for family history. We will miss him and he’ll be a tough act to follow but
we’d be grateful if someone would step forward to take this role. Please speak
to Joanna to find out more.
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On a happier note, I do have some exciting news for next year; you may have
already seen some of this on the notice boards.

Firstly, we have a fresh, new Website! Rob Cambridge has redesigned our existing
site using an up to date format, which is device-friendly and flexible. In time we
hope to offer an exclusive Members’ Area and an online ‘Shop’. The switchover
to the new website will happen in early May. Don’t worry; the address will still
be www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk

Secondly, I’m pleased to advise you that we have established a link with Surrey
History Centre and their brand new, Lottery funded, ‘Surrey Remembers’, Great
War themed, website. We are planning to forward our ‘WW1’ Journal article
stream to the new site, after a suitable time delay. Our Society will be fully
credited for the material and we hope this will both enhance the standing of East
Surrey FHS and advertise us to a wider audience. I also hope this will encourage
more Members to contribute articles about their ancestors’ wartime experiences,
here or abroad, particularly as our link up with Surrey History Centre will make
it easier and cheaper to obtain copies of records and photographs they hold, and
because of the breadth and reach of SHC’s new website.

Peter Moulin, our WW1 editor, has reminded me that today is ANZAC Day, the
100th anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. ANZAC Day is the day on which
Australians and New Zealanders, in particular, commemorate those who served
in WW1 and all subsequent wars in which their troops have fought. There will
be a couple of articles on Gallipoli in the June Journal.

Thirdly, I’m delighted to announce that East Surrey FHS is a joint sponsor of a
one-day Conference at the National Archives on Saturday 26th September. We
have embraced the TNA 2015 theme of ‘Technology’ but don’t worry, that’s a
broad title. There will be four talks, including ones on the early aviation industry
in Kingston and Richmond; the Board of Trade Design Registers; the design and
usefulness of digital resources such as the London Lives and British History Online
websites and, interestingly, at least for me, Stage Coaches. Afternoon tea and
coffee and all-in for £15, with £12 for ‘early birds’. Booking opens soon on
Eventbrite with some tickets reserved for postal applications. Only 90 places and
four organisations involved so look out for further details on the website, in the
enewsletter and at Meetings.

Thank you for your kind attention.

http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
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http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
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Colourful Characters of my  childhood
Peter Heather

My aunt, Betsy Burke née Heather, was born in Croydon and spent her early
childhood there in the 1920s. Some years ago she set down her memories of the
colourful characters who were part of her growing-up years.

The CHIMNEYSWEEP: chimneys were swept once a year. We children would
stand outside the house, ready to shout when the sweep's chimney brush came
out of the top of the chimney pot. My mother would keep some of the soot for
the garden. Chemicals were not a part of our lives at that time, at least not in
our home and I think we managed without them quite well.

The KNIFE GRINDER: the man who sharpened knives and scissors would push a
small hand cart around the streets, equipped with a grinding wheel. He rang a
bell and would continually shout out "Knives to sharpen, knives to sharpen".

The ONION SELLERS: once a year the Breton onion men carrying long poles over
their shoulders crossed the English Channel from France by ferry. The poles were
hung with cleverly braided strings of onions and garlic. The onion men were
always a colourful sight, wearing their baggy trousers, berets and wooden clogs.
Their visits were a breath of fresh air for the children and we would follow them
from door to door.

The GYPSIES: twice a year gypsies would make camp on the common land just
outside of town. Their caravans were colourful and mostly well kept. The women
would walk into town carrying over their arms, large baskets full of things to sell.
There would be bunches of "lucky" heather and sweet-smelling lavender, also
clothes pins they had made themselves. They would offer to read palms. They
came in the daytime when most of the men were at work. A lot of women were
afraid of them with their dark, swarthy skin, flashing eyes and strange ways, often
believing that gypsies could put a curse on them. So they would give them money
just to get them to go away. The gypsies would send the children out to beg on
the streets, and also trained them as pickpockets. The children became expert
thieves and, because of their nomadic lifestyle, they did not get any formal
education.

The COCKLE MAN: every Saturday and Sunday, outside our local pub, a man
would sell small dishes of cockles, winkles, whelks, and jellied eels from a
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costermonger's barrow. He would have a voice like the town crier and, after a
pint or two, he would be very entertaining.

Other COSTERMONGERS: Sunday was very busy day for many local ‘characters’.
During the morning the Muffin Man came around. On his head he balanced a
large wooden tray, covered by a snowy white cloth, on which he piled muffins
and crumpets. He made good use of a hand bell to announce his arrival on the
street. He would be followed later by a man with a pony and cart who sold
vinegar, hearthstone and red ochre. Also on the cart was a large block of salt;
you could even buy a penny worth ("Penn'orth"). The man had a small handsaw
and he would cut off the amount purchased. We would grate some for the salt
cellars, and the rest we coarsely chopped for cooking purposes. Later in the
afternoon another pony and cart arrived on our street. This time we would buy
crab, shrimp, cockles and winkles. So we were well supplied with seafood.

The RAG and BONE MAN also drove a pony and cart. He would come around
every Thursday morning. His timing was good, as by then, most families were
running short of money to buy food. The rags that he bought had to be clean.
He would separate them, paying more for woollens than for cottons. Two pennies
would buy meat and vegetables for a good stew. Most people in those days did
not trust banks and our rag man was no exception. One day he showed my
mother how he kept his money. He wore a sturdy gold ring on one finger and,
when he opened his hand, a large diamond came into view. The diamond was
set into the ring and he kept the gem covered with a chamois leather bag. My
mother was horrified that he could possibly think his "fortune" was safe in this
manner. She fully expected to hear one day that he had been robbed and
murdered.

These are just some of the ‘characters’ in my early life. There were other ones,
the sad ones who roamed our streets, needing care and understanding. We
would help where we could, but we were not rich. Welfare for the needy was
non-existent. It was, in most cases, the poor people who helped the destitute.

Croydon was an interesting place. I realize that now, after the local ‘characters’
have all departed.
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An interview with . . .
Sylvia Dibbs, committee member

Hallo, Sylvia. You are a Committee Member for East Surrey FHS. How do you help
the Society?

I’ve been a Committee Member – an ‘ordinary’ Committee Member, if you like,
for the last four years. I attend Committee Meetings – there are six each year –
and help out on the bookstall. I also greet visitors at the Croydon Group Meetings
and organise the tea/coffee rota. Serving tea helps you to get to know people
and you’re always popular!

Have you enjoyed the role?

Yes, indeed. There are a lot of positives. As a Committee Member I am able to
contribute in my own way, using my own skills, and as an example, I managed
the production and publication of The Essential Guide last year. I have to work
around helping care for my grandchildren so a project I could carry on at home,
at my own pace, suited me down to the ground. I also look after postal sales
which I can track via email and the website and this fits in well around my other
responsibilities.

With plenty of notice I can also help on the bookstall at local events like the
Croydon Heritage Festival. I enjoyed meeting and chatting with the local residents
who had such interesting memories and experiences. I don’t have ‘East Surrey’
ancestors myself but I’m interested in family history and enjoy it as a hobby and
it’s always useful to share information with fellow enthusiasts. You find that other
people look at things from a different angle and that can help you break down
your own ‘brickwalls’!

So, is it a lot of work?

No, not really. I take the role seriously because I want to do a good job but I don’t
find it onerous because I’m doing it for fun. I’m not worried if I get stuck because
I know there will always be someone to help.

What are Committee Meetings like?
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I’ve always found that the Committee is a friendly and co-operative group of
fellow enthusiasts. Not like other Committees I’ve known, and Not like Work!!
We discuss upcoming events and talk through any problems the Society or
Groups are facing and as we have a variety of backgrounds and experience we
can usually find an answer. If you are ambitious you might also use your
Committee experience as a stepping stone into the wider family history world
or as an avenue into academic study.

What about the Group Meetings?

I particularly enjoy meeting new people and I like to chat over tea or coffee before
the talks. We pride ourselves on a friendly welcome and we’re delighted when
someone joins the Society. We have a wide range of talks each year so there
should be something for everybody. We cover local history, research techniques,
new or unusual genealogical sources, and at least one ‘Member’s’ evening a year.
This year we shared family objects and
heirlooms.

If someone is interested in becoming a
Committee Member but they were
unsure, what would you recommend?

I’d suggest they talk to a Committee
Member at a Group Meeting or, better
still, come along to a Committee
meeting! You can be an ‘observer’ so you
won’t have to say or do anything but you
can get an understanding of the role.
(The next Committee Meeting dates are
19th March and 21st May. They start at
7.30pm and are held in the URC Church
Halls near East Croydon station.)

Or you could help on the bookstall at our
Open Day/AGM on 25th April. That’s a
great way to get involved and meet
people.

Thanks for chatting with us, Sylvia.
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Robert Arthur Fry (Streatham) & his ancestors
Glynice Smith 07779 788521 {GlyniceS@aol.com}

There were five known facts about Robert Arthur Fry.

He was born in late 1881, in Brixton, Surrey, married Barbara Mary Charles in
October, 1912, in Pontypridd, Glamorgan and he died on 8 December, 1958, in
the Grove Hospital in Tooting. Immediately before his death, Robert lived at 9
Besley Street, Wandsworth, Surrey. He had also resided at 41 Colmer Road,
Streatham. Barbara was born on 18 November 1891 in Pontypridd and died in
Surrey. However, nothing was known about Robert’s siblings and paternal
ancestors.

William Edward or Edmund Robert Fry?
The first puzzle arose on Robert Arthur’s birth certificate. His father was named
as William Edward but I could not locate a father of that name, but records did
exist for an Edmund Robert. Was there an error on the birth certificate or has
my research led me to bark up the wrong tree?

Robert Arthur and his Siblings
In the 1891 Census a Robert Fry, born in Brixton, lived with his parents, Edmund
and Annie, aged 39 and 38 respectively, in the parish of Emmanuel, Streatham,
Wandsworth, Surrey. His brothers and sisters were William 11, Annie , Robert 9,
Harry 7, Mary A, 5, Fred, 3, and Elizabeth 8/12.

By 1901, Edmund Robert and Annie Fry (both 49) had moved, with William
Edmund, Annie, Robert Arthur, Harry, Mary Ann, Frederick, Bertha 15, Beatrice
5 and Blanche 4, to the parish of St. Peter and St. Paul, Mitcham, Surrey. Robert
is described as a “Carter’s son”. Their address changed to 13 Allens Cottages East
Fields, Mitcham.

Edmund was listed in the 1911 census as a 59 year old Whitesmith, born in
Somers Town, Middlesex. Only his wife, Annie, sons Harry and Frederick as well
as daughter, Blanch are still at home. The original record looks like “13 Allanes
Cottages, Greyhound Lane, Streatham”.

Elsewhere, a Robert Fry, 30, is lodging at 23 Roberts News, St Pancras, with his
occupation as a carman.
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Edmund Robert Fry and Annie Barrack
If this is the right family, by researching back in time, it would appear that Robert
Arthur’s father, was Edmund Robert Fry who married Sarah Ann Barrack on 4
November, 1878, at St Peter Church, Notting Hill, Middlesex.

The birth of an Edmund Robert Fry was registered in the third quarter of 1851
in Pancras, London. A Sarah Ann Thurza Barrack was baptized on 29 June 1854
at St. Michael’s Church, Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire and a birth registered
in the third quarter of 1852 in Bishops Stortford. Her parents were William and
Harriett – but is she the same lady, considering her father was Robert on her
marriage certificate? It could be that he used his middle name?

 Looking back a generation to the 1881 census, an Edmund Fry , 29 was found as
a Lodger (Head), living with wife Annie 28, and two children William 2 and Annie
with no age given, in Ridgeway Road in Lambeth, Surrey. His occupation is “gas
fitter.

I cannot find his death but it is possible Annie died in Croydon, Surrey in Sep
1918. Aged 66

Edmund Thomas Fry and Mary Ann Godwin
The trail then led to an Edmund Robert, whose parents were Edmund Thomas
Fry, born about 1832 in Pimlico, London, and Mary Ann Goodwin. They married
on 3 November 1850, in the Parish Church of St. Pancras and lived in Perry
Terrace at the time. Edmund Thomas was 18 years old when he married. His
father was Thomas Fry, an engineer and her father named as Robert Goodwin,
a coachman.

He and the family lived for some time in St. Pancras – where, from 1851-1871
he is described as a smith and then engine fitter. By 1881, when Edmund was a
blacksmith they had moved to Islington and appear to have had at least nine
children. It looks like Edmund died in 1881 in Lambeth and Mary Ann in January
1894, aged 64 years.

A Mary Ann Goodwin was baptised on 3 Nov 1832 in the non-conformist,
Cheshunt Street Meeting House, and St. Mary’s in Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. Her
parents were William Goodwin and Mary Ann Novell who moved to St. Pancras
when Mary Ann was about 9 years old. Does this fit in with the above marriage?
It is possible, if he had two forenames.
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Back in 1861, an Edmond R Friz (or Fry as has been corrected in the census)was
at home with his parents, Edmond Robert and Mary Ann Fry at 5 James Street,
St. Pancras, in the parish of St. John the Baptist, Camden, Middlesex. The
transcription states it is St. John The Evangelist, which is clearly wrong and
illustrates the importance of always consulting the original record. The other
children were Mary Ann 8, William T 6, Samuel C 3 and Caroline A 1. Edmond
Robert’s other siblings were; May Ann, 8, William T, 6 , Samuel C 3 Caroline A 1.
Edmund is a Smith and Engine Fitter.

It is claimed Mary Ann died in 1885 and Edmund in the second quarter of 1888
in Lambeth.

Thomas Fry and Elizabeth Brunswick?
This is where the story became more complicated. It looked like Edmund Thomas
Fry was the son of Thomas Fry who was born around 1809 in St. James,
Westminster and Elizabeth Brunswick but it wasn’t that simple.

It seems a Thomas Fry did marry Elizabeth Brunswick in 1830, but she was a
widow who, as Elizabeth Ryder had wed Charles Brunswick on 19 November
1823 at St. Mary’s, Westminster. In 1841, living in 34 Burton Street, St. George,
Hanover Square, the couple had three children, Edmund Thomas, Elizabeth and
Thomas. I believe they also had George Fry Fry, Emily Fry and William Brunswick
Fry.

However, it appears that Elizabeth died in either July 1853, St. Pancras or July
1854, St. Margaret’s Westminster because, on 20 March 1855, a widowed
Thomas Fry married Frances Ellen Jones, at St. James Church, Clerkenwell,
Middlesex. His father was William Fry, a smith and engineer, and her father,
James Jones, a slater. They are both living at 11 Winchester Terrace.

It is unknown when and where Frances Ellen died but I believe Thomas died
around 1871 in Lambeth, which returns this tale neatly back to Surrey.

There were five known facts about Robert Arthur Fry and the aim was to learn
more about his siblings and direct line. Clues have taken me from Surrey to
Middlesex and back again and I believe Robert’s ancestors came from Middlesex.
Yet, the search is not complete and I would be grateful if any members who may
be able to correct or fill in the gaps in this story would contact me.
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In the meantime, parish records at the London Metropolitan Archives, electoral
registers as well as street and trade directories may help me to discover more
about the ancestors of the Fry family of Streatham.

Robert’s siblings
Robert Arthur b1881 Brixton
William Edmund b1879
Annie b1880 Camberwell
Harry b1884
Harriet Edith b1885
Mary Ann b1886
Frederick George b1888
Elizabeth Sarah b1890
Blanche Florence b1897

Robert’s ancestors
Thomas Fry married (1) Elizabeth Brunswick née Ryder (2) Frances Ellen Jones

Edmund Thomas Fry married Mary Ann Goodwin

Edmund Robert Fry married Annie Barrack

Robert Arthur Fry married Barbara Charles.

Email addresses
Ann Turnor (Membership Secretary)

Please would members who have recently had a new email address, or changed
their provider, let me know so that I may keep all our records up to date?

This would also enable our Chairman to send to you her extremely informative
monthly e-newsletter, containing up-to-date news items of what is happening
on the family history front, plus useful hints on how to get the best from various
sources.

Many thanks.



16

Researching Relatives who served in WW1 (iv)
Peter Moulin [6101]

In this edition I am going to focus on the Gallipoli Campaign, the 100th
Anniversary of its start being on the day of our AGM. This is the day of the “6 VCs
before breakfast”. I shall identify some rarely mentioned resources and a very
unusual Surrey battalion.

The 2nd/4th Queen’s Royal West Surrey regiment was what was known as a
composite battalion and was entirely made up of men who volunteered to serve
overseas, in spite of having the prefix ‘2nd’. Half of the men came from 2nd/4th
Queen’s based in Croydon, while the other half came from 2nd/5th Queen’s
based in Guildford who joined at Windsor on 24th April 1915. They trained first
at Cambridge, then at Bedford, and sailed for Gallipoli aboard ‘Ulysses’ on 17th
July 1915, about
1,000 strong.
They were going
to be the first
Territorial Surrey
battalion to see
action when on
the night of 8/9th
August they
landed on ‘C’
Beach at Suvla
Bay.

Ulysses

One source of information often overlooked by family historians is the archive
at The Imperial War Museum. There are such things as unpublished diaries
deposited here, but also unpublished oral sources. One such source is quoted in
the book Defeat at Gallipoli by Nigel Steel and Peter Hart. This is Corporal Arthur
Hemsley of 2nd/4th Queen’s Royal West Surreys describing their attack from
Chocolate Hill on the morning of 9th August (The Imperial War Museum,
Department of Sound Records, Hemsley, Arthur, Interview 9927):
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“Despite digging down we were losing men and they were all being shot in the
head and it dawned upon me that this fire was all coming from above. So I told
my machine gunner, Private Rabbitts, to turn his gun on to the trees. He swept
the trees all round us with machine-gun fire and the Turkish snipers fell down
from the trees almost
like ripe fruit. From then
on we had less trouble
with this sniping.
Unfortunately Rabbitts
having done this good
work set his gun up,
stood up for a moment
and was shot through
the head. That was the
end of him, pity about
that.”

Chocolate Hill in 1915

This story led me to use another search method which can be used on the CWGC
web site. I selected the Advanced ‘Find a Casualty’ search, left the names blank
and set the dates between 9th August 1915 and 31st December 1915. I then set
the regiment as The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) and the battalion as 2nd/4th
Bn. This gave me a list of 86 names which I was able to download as a
spreadsheet. It pays to be careful with this search, because there is no fuzzy logic.
If you type in 2/4th Bn. (rather than 2nd/4th), the search will yield nothing. Lance
Corporal Rabbitts was in the list: according to Soldiers Died in the Great War he
was born and lived in Wood Green but he enlisted in Croydon. Maybe that is
where he worked as a Shop Boy in 1911, joining the Territorials with his friends.
What is difficult to understand is that his date of death is given as 8/9/1915, not
9/8/1915. This does not tie in with Hemsley’s description or the War Diary record
of casualties. Maybe he did not die immediately, or it was a simple clerical error.

Another source of information that I found very useful was the publication
Croydon and the Great War published by Croydon Corporation in 1920. This is
available in the Surrey History Centre for reference, and is also available as a free
download from The University of California Library. It has descriptions of aspects
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of life in Croydon during the war, as well as a Roll of Honour. It has a chapter on
2/4th Queens and describes them at the end of the campaign in Gallipoli. They
evacuated the peninsula on 13th December 1915 and, of the 1,000 who first
landed, only about 200 re-embarked. Wounds, heavy sick wastage, and deaths
made up the remainder. The deaths for the various countries taking part in the
whole campaign were as follows: 20,225 British, 10,000 French, 8,709 Australian,
2,779 New Zealand, 1,358 Indian and 86,692 Turkish.

Private Albert George Bond
Of the 86 Queens’ deaths I had identified, Private Albert George Bond was one
of the few with an identified grave. He was killed in action on 9th August, perhaps
by a Turkish sniper. He was only 17, two years younger that he should have been
to serve overseas. He had been born in Norwood on 7th January 1898, and was
living at 3 South Vale, Upper Norwood with his parents, brother and sisters. He
was educated at Rockmount Road School, Upper Norwood, and was employed
as a fishmonger’s assistant. He enlisted on 14th August 1914 and is buried in
Green Hill Cemetery, near where he fell.

Private Charles Abdee
Pictured is Private Charles Abdee, born 14th May 1894. He was educated at
Beddington Central School and St James’ School, Croydon. He was single and
working as a shop assistant when he
enlisted in November 1914. Serving
with 2nd/4th Queen’s he was also killed
at Suvla on 9th August 1915. He has no
known grave and is commemorated on
the Helles Memorial. Tragedy struck the
family again when his older brother
George, a Private in 7th Queen’s was
killed on the first day of the Battle of the
Somme. He is buried in Dantzig Alley
Cemetery, Mametz.

The photograph on the next page is of
the Helles Memorial, where Private
Charles Abdee is commemorated.
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The landing at Suvla had been an
attempt to turn around the Gallipoli
campaign by supporting a fresh attack
from ANZAC, the subject of our
member’s article.

Private Charles Henry Woodlock
Judy Woodlock [975] Woodlock7@bigpond.com

On August 5 1914 Australian newspapers reported that the Prime Minister,
Joseph Cook, had announced “Australia is now at war”. He pledged full support
to the mother country after its declaration of war against Germany. He added
“Our duty is quite clear – to gird up our loins and remember that we are Britons.”
He promised to send 20,000 troops which, considering the small population, was
a large commitment.

At 6.45 a.m. on November 1st 36 transport ships, escorted by 3 cruisers, left
Albany on the south coast of Western Australia, bound for Egypt. Ten of the ships
carried New Zealanders, the rest were filled with Australians. They arrived in
Egypt on December 3rd.

On April 25th* the troops landed at what has become known as Anzac Cove. The
term ANZAC was the name given to the troops of the Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps and has become a symbol of the brotherhood which exists between
these two British colonies. Their aim was to secure the Dardanelles and force
Turkey out of the war, but it was not to be. After the initial landing when many
men were killed as they tried to scale the steep cliffs from the small bay, many
battles were fought. On June 30 an attack by the Turks at the Nek was defeated
by the Australians, however the battle fought between August 6 and 9th at Lone
Pine and Sari Blair was a fierce one that has been written into the history books.
Seven Victoria Crosses were won by Australians, the first being awarded to Albert
Jacka, who was born in the small Victorian town of Wedderburn.

The December evacuation of the area involved 90,000 men, 5,000 horses, 200
guns and 1700 vehicles. The ill-fated Gallipoli expedition was abandoned after
ten months of bad luck, muddle, indecisions and outstanding heroism by British,
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Australian and New Zealand troops. In that time 8,709 Australians died and
19,441 were wounded.

During August the battle for Hill 60 was fought. Those fighting were exhausted,
and welcomed the 18th Battalion which landed on August 19 under the
leadership of Colonel Holmes. A description of these men, fresh from Australia
and eager to fight, is documented in the Australian official war diaries. They were
described as “great big cheery fellows, whom it did your heart good to see, quite
the biggest lot I have ever seen”. Due to their inexperience many lost their lives
within a short time; one of these was Charles Woodlock.

Private Charles Henry Woodlock was born in Carlton, Victoria, in 1880. He was
the third of four children born to David and Elizabeth (Owens) Woodlock. His
grandfather Michael was an Irish convict transported to Australia in 1832. He
enlisted in the Australian Army at Liverpool, New South Wales, in February, 1915.
He was 5ft 4¾ inches, weighed 124 lbs; his complexion was fair with blue eyes
and brown hair. His religion was listed as Church of England. He became Pte C.H.
Woodlock No. 1012, 18th Battalion, A.I.F. He gave his younger sister, Tilly, as his
next of kin.

On 27th August he was listed as missing. The record reads:

“Missing – On 27th August, informant saw “Bluey” Woodlock of C. Coy. start off
with a bombing party at Hill 60. None of the members of that party returned and
Corporal Uren of C. Coy told informant that they had been blown up in a sap.
Woodlock was young, medium height, lively disposition, bright auburn
complexion.” A month later Charles was deemed to be Killed in Action at Gallipoli
on or about 27th August, 1915.

After several years of trying to trace his sister Tilly (Mrs Odell) to several cities
in Australia, to Britain and back again, his personal effects were eventually
delivered into her safekeeping. They consisted of a cigarette case, letter and
poetry. The medals were 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal.

*ANZAC Day is the day on which Australians commemorate those who served in
WW1 and all subsequent wars in which our troops have fought. It is a public
holiday and there are numerous marches and ceremonies in which wreaths are
laid at cenotaphs throughout the country.
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England’s immigrants 1330-1550
(www.englandsimmigrants.com/)

Anne Ramon

This new research project was funded by the Arts and Humanities Research
Council and is a collaboration between the University of York, The National
Archives and the Humanities Research Institute, University of Sheffield, and has
produced a wonderful new database that is free and easy to search.

It is a major addition to our knowledge of who was living in England in the 14th
to 16th centuries; the era of the Hundred Years War, the Black Death and the
Wars of the Roses. The database contains over 64,000 names of ‘aliens’ who
were born abroad but who were living in England during this period and so
subject to taxation. The records frequently identify where the person had come
from and there is a map facility to help you understand where these places were.

The information within the database has been drawn from a variety of published
and un-published records – taxation assessments, letters of denization and
protection, and a variety of other licences and grants.
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At a recent talk at the National Archives by two of the researchers, Dr Jonathan
Mackman and Dr Jessica Lutkin, the original source documents were produced
for us to marvel at. They are many pieces or rolls of vellum, most over a metre
long, and about 30 cms wide, brown with age, some sewn together, and crammed
with small neat writing, all in Latin. The researchers had pored over these for
more than a year, painstakingly deciphering the numbers and letters. The
resulting database is therefore a true marvel and a treasure trove for family
historians.

The 64,000 names in the database can be set against the population of England
which has been estimated at 3 million in 1350 AD (Source: Stuart James Borsch,
The Black Death in Egypt and England: a comparative study, University of Texas
Press, 2005.) and 2.77 million in 1541 AD (Source: Wrigley and Schofield, "The
Population History of England, 1541-1871. A reconstruction.” Harvard University
Press, 1981, Table 7.8, pgs. 208-9.). There were significant numbers of deaths in
Europe in 1346-1353 caused by the Black Death including an estimated 60% of
the population of London.

Please note that Scotland was a separate country at this time, and the Irish,
although technically subject to the English crown, were often regarded and taxed
as aliens.

The database represents about 2% of the English population and contains the
names of over 6,000 women and 57,000 men. They include people of all classes
and both towns and rural areas.

I searched the website eagerly for my paternal and maternal surnames and found:

○ Laurence FLOREY, ref E 179/144/52, m. 25 [351] in a record dated 18
January 1443 which was created as part of the 1440 tax assessment for
Queenhithe (a small and ancient ward of the City of London). No
nationality is given but I was reassured by Dr Lutkin that as Laurence was
in the database he would definitely have been an ‘Alien’.

○ William ORGLE [427340]. His Place of Residence is given as Brenchley
Hundred, Brenchley in Kent and he is identified as a Norman (modern
day French). He was liable to the 1440 tax because he was a
‘householder’ and an alien, but had technically defaulted on the subsidy
because he had died before the collection was made.
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The background to these particular records is that from 1440, a series of specific
taxes, known as the ‘alien subsidies’, were levied upon first-generation
immigrants resident in most parts of England. This was a poll tax on all non-
natives over 12 years of age and was levied at a rate of 16d a year on
householders and 6d a year on labourers and servants. It was levied annually
between 1440 and 1444 and in 1449 it was renewed for a further four years and
then later extended to 1471. The last Subsidy was charged in 1487. The returns
included information such as the tax payer’s names, places of residence, origins,
occupations and gender. Failure to pay the tax encouraged suspicion, especially
as England was at war with France at this time, fines and could lead to expulsion.

There is a fabulous historical map facility in the website which shows you where
people had come from, where this was recorded in the source documents. For
this example I entered the name White and then Search and when the results
were returned (see page 21) I selected the Map symbol under the Origin: Region
section.

The second map shows White by English County.
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London Fire Brigade museum
Paula Burger (Chairman, Southwark Group)

On Monday 20th April 17 members of the Southwark group visited the London
Fire Brigade Museum at Southwark. David, our guide, being a retired fireman,
was well ‘genned-up’ on all the equipment on display and the history of the
service, from very early days of self-help and Insurance fire units to the
modern-day service, which does much more than put out fires!

We had a potted history of all the appliances on display in the ‘garage’, which
followed a time-line, and it was interesting to understand how each one had
evolved from the previous one, and why. There was plenty of time for questions,
and to take photos, and, given the opportunity, we took great delight in dressing
up in some of the uniform items available!

We then went into the Museum proper. This is a lovely house, with railings at
the front, and gates; part of it was originally the home of the Commander and
his family. The remainder was used to entertain various people in connection
with the job, using the front drive as an area for suppliers to show their wares



East Surrey FHS Vol 38 No. 2 June 2015 25

when new equipment was needed. The tour went from room to room, each one
covering a period of time. There were photos and paintings in connection with
displays, and we saw how the uniforms and equipment used on a daily basis have
evolved and are still doing so.

One room covered the 1861 fire at Tooley Street, and details of the Brigade’s
work during both World Wars, the Moorgate tube crash, the IRA bombings, and
the Kings Cross fire followed in date order. There was a lot to take in: again, time
to ask questions, and information sheets in each room, which we collected for
further reading/reminders. Lastly David talked of how the Brigade has changed,
from purely a fire-fighting service to one which covers search and rescue and fire
prevention equipment (like smoke alarms in homes), and talked briefly of the
work being done regarding fire prevention in the new very high-rise buildings
going up all over the Capital. There is also an education programme, aimed at
school children.

This was a good day out, enjoyed by all of us, and hopefully gave the chance to
find out some information on those of our families that were in the Force, which
will now be more interesting.
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New website for East Surrey FHS
(still at www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk)

The website is changing! Our new webmaster, Rob Cambridge, has redesigned
our website and will be putting it live during May .All the old content is still there
but it might be in a different place or called something different.

The main difference is that the page names are listed horizontally, and if you
hover your mouse over a page name you may get a drop down list of sub-pages
to choose from. To get back to the beginning select the ‘Home’ page from the
Menu bar. The best thing is to experiment and see what you find!

If you hover your mouse over ‘Home’ you will also see an option to choose the
‘Classic Old Website’. This will take you to the old website but please remember
that this is no longer being updated.

There will be more details in forthcoming e-newsletters but if you are having
problems please email Rob via the Contact Us email link or speak to any
Committee Member at the meetings.

Brian Hudson, webmaster for the past 15 years, writes . . .
After nearly 15 years of faithful service the familiar East Surrey website, and its
webmaster, have retired.

Under the control of Rob Cambridge, our new webmaster, a shiny new website
has replaced it with all the regular pages as well as new features and increased
functionality. This website will work much better with all the modern devices
that had not been invented when the original website was designed and built.
There are also several exciting developments in the pipeline that were not even
possible with the old website, so do keep visiting.

It's been a pleasure serving you all these years, so thank you for your support
and a big welcome to Rob: may you have as much enjoyment as I have had.
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News from Surrey Heritage
Julian Pooley, Surrey History Centre

Our exciting First World War project, Surrey in the Great War: A County
Remembers is now well underway. We have recruited two Project Officers who
will start around mid-May, and who will be ready to get out and about talking to
groups, communities and individuals, and to start running and supporting training
activities and events. The project has received a lot of publicity, and we promoted
it with a talk and display at Who Do You Think You Are? Live in Birmingham in
April and a project launch event at Surrey History Centre in May. We already
have several volunteers working on stories for the website, exploring themes
such as the Red Cross in Surrey, responses to the war in local parishes, the impact
of the war on schools in Guildford, trenches at Chobham Common and the Frith
Hill prisoner of war camp.

These stories will feature on the project website which will shortly be available
for demonstration at project events. Digitisation of Surrey newspapers is already
in progress, and volunteers are just starting the huge task of indexing the
war-related content. Project activity will really gather pace around June, so look
out for us coming to an event near you, and if you would like to learn more, or
get involved, please contact us on acountyremembers@surreycc.gov.uk or see:
www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk.

We have also created a new online resource for the Muslim Burial Ground and
the Indian Army during WW1. It can be found on our website at
http://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/military/india-
woking/

Featured in the resource are:

▪ digitised panels of the The Great War: From India to Woking display
(produced by the Shah Jahan Mosque, Horsell Common Preservation Society,
and Woking Borough Council)

▪ additional information researched from the Surrey History Centre
collections and elsewhere about Muslim soldiers, the role of the Shah Jahan
Mosque, and support in Woking during the First World War

▪ Indian Army Facts
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▪ two Muslim soldier case studies (Mahrup Shah and Alaf Khan)

▪ a pdf 'Guide to Tracing sources for the Indian Army' which covers the First
and Second World Wars, and sources held at Surrey History Centre and
elsewhere. This guide isn't finite and can be added to as new information is
discovered/published.

▪ digitised images from the Islamic Review (courtesy of Woking Muslim
Mission), which heavily features the Shah Jahan Mosque during the First World
War period. This is a fantastic online resource comprising nearly all editions
of the magazine from 1913 to 1971
http://www.wokingmuslim.org/work/islamic-review/index.htm

We've further revamped the online guide to sources for the Shah Jahan Mosque
(built in Woking in 1889), which now features a source list for records held here
at Surrey History Centre and elsewhere – see
http://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/diversity/shah_jaha
n_mosque_woking/

Other recently revised pages on the Cultures and Communities pages on our
Exploring Surrey's Past include ‘Surrey's Jewish Community’, found at
http://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/diversity/jewish_co
mmunities_in_surrey/partnership/

New Accessions
In terms of accessions since Christmas the most significant was perhaps the
return of the records of The London Necropolis and National Mausoleum
Company, later the London Necropolis Company Ltd, and of Brookwood
Cemetery from its foundation in 1853 (SHC ref 2935), which had been withdrawn
in 2011 but are now thankfully back in our custody.

Church records deposited include those of Shalford Methodist Church (now
closed), including a baptism register, 1914-2012; Church Council meeting
minutes, 1972-2011; deeds of title to the church building, 1843-1947; account
books, 1982-2002 (ref 9419); and those of St John the Baptist, Egham, including,
baptism, marriage, banns, burial, confirmation and service registers, PCC
minutes, annual vestry minutes, account books, faculties and a Young Christian
Men’s Association minute book, 1813-2011 (ref 9444).
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Also of interest are the log books of Frimley Church of England Junior School and
predecessors, 1868-1985 (ref CC1239).

The diaries of Ernest Childs (1877-1964) of Woking (ref 9425) include interesting
references to his work for Martinsyde Ltd, aircraft manufacturers, during World
War I (giving details of the long hours he worked and the pay and bonuses he
received).

Another Woking man whose papers we have received in the form of digital copies
(ref Z/642) is Major Richard Raymond Willis, VC (1876-1966), who won his
Victoria Cross while serving with the 1st Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers. Willis led
his company through a hail of bullets and shells onto W Beach, Cape Helles,
during the Gallipoli landings in April 1915, while waving a walking stick.

Other recent accessions include:

▪ St Nicolas Church, Great Bookham: burial register (1974-2003) (8121add3)

▪ Christ the King, Salfords: additional records, including marriage register,
1980-1995; PCC minutes, 2004-2012; parish magazines, 2010-2014;
photographs and notes of Oasis Project, 2005-2011; correspondence, papers
and publications, 1967-2011 (9467/-)

▪ Norman Murdoch Matheson of Englefield Green and Virginia Water:
papers, including diary, newspaper article and photographs, chiefly relating
to his service in World War I (Z/631)

▪ Edward and Jack Budd of Reigate and Leatherhead: letters written from
the Front during World War I, and family letters, 1902-1919 (Z/646)

▪ Corporal Douglas Leonard French, 1/5th Battalion, Queen's Royal
Regiment: photograph album and papers, 1939-1946 (QRWS/30ad49)

▪ Whyteleafe: letter describing air raid on Kenley Aerodrome, with CD
containing transcription and notes on the letter, and photograph of the
author, Mary Smith, 1940 (9439/-)

We were also delighted to secure a volume of discharge orders for patients at
Long Grove Mental Hospital, Epsom, 1918-1921 (ref 9445) which had been
offered for auction on ebay. We managed to come to a private arrangement with
the vendor to ensure this volume could be reunited with the rest of the Long
Grove archive.
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Catherine Carey
Though few visitors to our searchroom over the past 32 years will have seen
Catherine, many will have benefitted from her painstaking repair and
conservation work on hundreds of documents throughout that period. Catherine
retired from her post of Conservator at Surrey History Centre at the beginning
of April and she will be greatly missed. Her dedication, patience, incredible skill
and dexterity have ensured that unique and irreplaceable fragments of the jigsaw
of Surrey’s written memory will continue to be available to family and local
historians for years to come. As large parts of our collections become increasingly
visible online through Ancestry, Find My Past and our own Exploring Surrey’s
past, researchers throughout the world can benefit as much from her work to
repair paper, parchment, wax seals and early maps as those who are lucky
enough to visit our searchroom to consult these wonderful documents for
themselves.

Family History Course
The series of workshops called Family History Research Made Easy, which began
in 2014 and continued with equal popularity this spring, will be repeated again
later this year. Please keep an eye on the events pages of our website, or join
our mailing list to be the first to know about these very useful two and a half
hour sessions developed by our professional genealogist, Jane Lewis.

Talks and Events

20 June 2015 Surrey Heritage Annual Lecture ‘1215 & All That’ (Nick Barratt)

Dr Nick Barratt works at The National Archives and manages the medieval, early
modern, legal, maps and photographs teams. His PhD is in 13th century state
finance, and he has written extensively on the reign of King John and the impact
of Magna Carta. This talk explores the circumstances leading up to Magna Carta,
and suggests that our modern belief that it represents the bedrock of the rule
of law is not entirely accurate.

Tickets are £5. Please book online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents, in
person at Surrey History Centre or in any Surrey Library, or phone 01483 518737.
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28 June 2015. Romany Day at the Rural Life Centre, Tilford

Come and join us at this hugely enjoyable family event with a taste of Romany
life. Look inside a wagon, enjoy the music and dancing. Find out about the
heritage of Romany Gypsies in Surrey. Adults £9.50 Concessions £8.50 Children
£7.00 Family (2 adults + accompanying children) £29.00. For further detail see
http://www.rural-life.org.uk/ or telephone 01252 795571

11th July 2015 'Digging The Trenches: The Archaeology of The Western Front'

This talk by Andy Robertshaw is linked to the book of the same name and
examines the ways in which archaeology can inform the understanding and
interpretation of the Great War. The presentation uses a number of case studies
to explore how the remains of soldiers found during excavation can be identified
after being missing in action for nearly 100 years.

Tickets £5. Please book online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents, in person
at Surrey History Centre or in any Surrey Library, or phone 01483 518737.

3rd October 2015 Surrey Heritage Showcase, Shere Village Hall

Join us for a day of free activities, talks and exhibitions to discover more about
your local heritage and meet the people who make it happen!

For further detail see our events page nearer the time
www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents

7th November 2015 Lewis Carroll Study Day

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland we will
be hosting a day of exciting talks from various speakers.

For further detail see our events page nearer the time
www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents
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EAST SURREY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES for the year ended 31st DECEMBER 2014

 note  2014  2013
  £ £ £ £
INCOME
Subscriptions 2  11508  12,729
Gift aid tax rebate   1994  1,979
Bookstall & publications 3  3094  2,706
Donations & searches   1309  1,082
Pay per view   59  65
Journal sales & advertising     0
Bank interest   688  1,473

18,652    20,033

EXPENDITURE
Bookstall & publications 3  1571  1,587
Journal costs 4  8286  8,918
Meetings & events   6321  5,818
Abortive conference costs   622  -
Projects   8  10
Research centre   1200  1,456
Website,cd-rom & software   262  219
General running  costs:
Secretarial,stationery,room hire  871  315
Equipment repairs and renewals  405  0
Advertising  1291  214
Federation  0  43
Insurance 5 228  219
   2795   791
Affiliation fees,royalties 5  553  582
Independent examiner's fee   450  430
Depreciation   636  553
Donation   50  100

22,753        20,464

DEFICIT OF INCOME  OVER EXPENDITURE  -4,101  -         431

General fund  brought forward  66,445       66,876

General fund carried forward  62,344        66,445
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EAST SURREY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

BALANCE SHEET as at 31st DECEMBER 2014

 Note  2014  2013
  £ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Tangible assets 6  1,223      1,048
Current assets
Publication stock 7 1,936   2,169
Debtors 8 245   1,198
Bank and cash 9 59,462   65,150
   61,643   68,517

Creditors: due within one year 10 522   3,120

Net current assets   61,121        65,397

Net assets   62,344        66,445

Unrestricted funds
General fund:
Balance brought forward        66,445         66,876
Excess of income over expenditure
for the year   -      4,101    -
431

Balance carried forward        62,344         66,445



34

Notes to the accounts

2 Subscriptions 2014 2013

 United Kingdom        10,850        11,809
 Overseas           659            920

11,508        12,729

3 Bookstall publications 2014 2013

 Sales and on-line publications 3,094         2,626
 Vouchers -             80

 Less: Purchases and costs 1,338         1,349
          Stock movement 233           238

1,523         1,119

4 Journal costs 2,014 2013

 Printing 4,809         4,200
 Packing & mailing 3,477         4,718
  8,286         8,918
 less:sales and advertising income -             51

8,286          8,867

5 Affiliation fees and insurance
  2014 2013

 Insurance           228            219
 Subscription           553            582

781            801

6 Tangible fixed assets
 Equipment, fixtures & fittings 2014 2013
 Cost
 At 1/01/14       18,876        18,376
 Additions           811            500
 Disposals
 At 31/12/14       19,687        18,876

 Depreciation
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 At 1/01/14       17,828        17,275
 Eliminated on disposal  -   -
 Charge for the year           636            553
 At 31/12/14       18,464        17,828

 Net book value at 31/12/14         1,223          1,048
 Net book value at 31/12/13         1,048          1,101

7 Publication stock 2014 2013

 Books,cd-roms,publications         1,358          1,892
 Vouchers           578            277

1,936          2,169

8 Debtors  2014 2013

 Prepayments           245          1,198

245          1,198

9 Bank and cash 2014 2013

 Bank current account 10,812       16,439
 Cash floats 355           355
 Bank deposit accounts 48,295       48,356
 Charities deposit fund   -

59,462        65,150

10 Creditors: due within one year 2014 2013

 Accruals 522         3,120
522         3,120

The figures shown on these four pages are not a complete representation of
the accounts. A complete set of accounts may be obtained by sending a stamped
self-addressed C4 envelope to the Society Treasurer, whose contact details
appear inside the front cover.
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Unsung heroes of Surrey
A visit to Postman’s Park

Brian Hudson

In the City of London is Postman’s Park, a small green oasis away from the hustle
and bustle of the city and noise of the traffic. It has long been a place for city
workers to escape for lunch or a snooze. It is also the site of the Watts memorial
that family historians will find interesting.

The park opened in 1880 and in 1900 it became the site for George Frederic
Watt’s ‘Memorial to Heroic Self’. The idea behind the memorial was to
commemorate unsung heroes – ordinary people who died saving the lives of
others. There is space for 120 glazed tablets but at present there are only 54,
the last being added in 2009. The tablets are not consistent in their information;
some do not mention the location of the event or where the person(s) came
from.
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Among the people and events commemorated are several from the Surrey area
as shown below:

Thomas Griffin - Battersea
George Stephen Funnell - Elephant & Castle
Herbert Peter Cazaly - Kew
Alice Ayres - Borough
G Garnish - Putney
Mrs Yarman wife of George Yarman - Bermondsey
Richard Farris - Peckham
Robert Wright - Croydon
James Hewers - Richmond
William Fisher - Walworth
Herbert Maconoghu - Wimbledon

There are several sources of information on the internet but the webpage directly
related to the memorial and the park can be found at
http://www.wattsgallery.org.uk/gf-watts/watts-london/postmans-park.

On Wikipedia search for List of tablets on the Memorial to Heroic Self Sacrifice
to find a page with every tablet listed together with an accompanying picture.
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John William Lillistone
Chris Green [4494]

John William Lillistone was the brother of my 2 x gt-grandmother Martha Jane,
making him my 2 x gt-grand-uncle. He was born on 18th September 1846 and
baptised on 21st May 1848, the only boy of five children.

One might think that finding ancestors with a surname like Lillistone is relatively
simple, but it has proved to be anything but, for reasons mentioned later in this
text. The name seems to have originated in East Anglia – there are hundreds in
Suffolk and Norfolk and a few in Essex. My 3 x gt-grandfather Nathaniel Lillistone
was born at Kirton, in Suffolk, in 1806 but for some reason as yet undiscovered
came to London where he married Sarah Read at Shadwell (East London, now
part of Tower Hamlets) in early 1835.

1851 census
By the time of the 1851 census the family was living in Mile End, in one of a small
row of houses set back from the line of what is now Ben Johnson Road. The row
was known as “World’s End” – in fact, this was the name of the alehouse at the
end of the road – because at that time there was nothing further east before
reaching Bromley or Bow.

Finding the record of the family in the census return was not at all easy, because
‘Lillistone’ had been transcribed as ‘Elliston’. I have also found it as ‘Sissistone’,
although this is easier to understand as in some hands Ls appear similar to Ss.
The name has appeared as ‘Lilleystone’, ‘Lilleson’, ‘Lilisdon’ and many other
variants, all of which adds to the difficulty. Try as I might I have not found John
William in either of the 1861 or 1871 census returns, although on 5th December
1870 he married Mary Ann Burke in Poplar Parish Church. Both their fathers
were mariners, which may have accounted for their meeting.

1881 census
By the time of the 1881 census, John and Mary had four children and were living
in Whitechapel. John was a ‘foreman and cab driver’. Sadly their only daughter,
also named Mary, died later the same year aged only two.
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1891 census
Ten years later John was still a ‘cabman’ and he was living in Bethnal Green, less
than a mile-and-a-half from his previous address. However, there was no sign of
Mary or any of the children, and John was described as a ‘widower’; the only
other occupant of the house, according to the census, was Jessie Cresswell, a
13-year-old ‘adopted daughter’. Although the census records her as having been
born in Manchester, I have found no record of the birth of anyone with this name
in Lancashire between 1837 and 1898, and no entry for a Jessie Cresswell in the
1881 census.

There are only two deaths recorded of a Mary Ann Lillistone, and both were in
1881. One was aged 2 and the other 82; the former was the daughter of John
William and Mary Ann and the latter was clearly a much older person. It seems,
therefore, that John’s wife Mary Ann had not died and so he was not a widower;
however, Mary Ann has not been found in the 1891 census return.

1901 census
In fact, Mary was alive and well and living in Mile End, less than a mile from her
husband. She appears in the 1901 census return as a ‘visitor’ in the household
of Frederick Young, a 28-year-old ‘iron moulder’, his wife Lilian and their three
children.

The same census records John, now a ‘Hackney Carriage driver’ and apparently
married, living in Islington, about three miles from his address of ten years earlier.
The only other occupant of the house was Elizabeth, shown as ‘wife’ to John,
and about five years his junior. There were no marriages of a John Lillistone
registered between 1880 and 1905 and it does seem that John and Elizabeth
were merely living together as man and wife.

1911 census
Ten years further on, in 1911, John and Elizabeth were still living together in one
room as a married couple, having moved only about 500 yards from their
previous address. Now aged 64, John was a ‘horse cab driver’. The census form
records a marriage of 24 years, with no children.
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Although the census return gives a total of nine instances of ‘Mary Lillistone’,
the only one that approximates to the right age is shown as a ‘lodger’, living in
one room in Bethnal Green. The record gives her age as 66; it also indicates that
she had been married for 46 years and had four children, one of whom had died.
This gives a marriage date of 1865, rather than the 1870 of John and Mary’s
marriage, but the other details tally sufficiently well to show that this is the right
person. Although hers is the only name that appears on the census record, the
form had been completed and signed at the foot of the form perhaps by her
landlord, as the signature has been crossed out and ‘Mary Lillistone’ inserted in
a different hand. There are two further census records for the same address, one
showing Edmund and Caroline Beeby, with seven children, living in three rooms,
and the other giving George and Elizabeth Baker, with two children, in two rooms.
From the writing and the original signature on Mary’s census sheet it is likely
that George was her landlord – although with an occupation of ‘newsvendor’
perhaps he was sub-letting.

The end of the story
Mary Ann’s death was registered in Bethnal Green, in the third quarter of 1913;
her age was given as 65. John’s death, at the age of 67, was registered in Islington
in the fourth quarter of the same year.

Were they aware of each other, and where each was living? Did they meet at all
during the last 25 years of their lives? It seems, on the evidence above, that some
time between 1881 and 1891, possibly as a result of daughter Mary’s death, John
and Mary split up. John’s connection with Jessie Cresswell, the ‘adopted
daughter’, is a bit of a mystery. After some years John formed a partnership with
an Elizabeth and it’s possible that this happened in 1887 (the year chosen as that
of their ‘marriage’). It is unlikely I shall ever know who this Elizabeth was. Despite
the evidence of the census returns, as John’s wife Mary was still alive, Elizabeth
and John were unable to marry.

What of John and Mary’s children?
The eldest (John William) was born in Q1/1874 and is shown in 1881 with the
rest of the family. Ten years later the only record that appears to be relevant
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shows him as John William Liles, age 18, in a ‘Boys’ Home’ at St Pancras. This was
in Regents Park Road and it was described as a ‘Certified Industrial School’, which
implies that he might have been learning a trade. There is no record of him in
the 1901 census but in 1911 he was living in Trowbridge, Wiltshire, married to
Alice and with two sons. Although his place of birth is shown as London,
Middlesex (as would be expected) that of his wife is Ottery, Devon – yet the
marriage, in 1907, had been registered in Ipswich. Their elder son, (yet another)
John William, had been born in Christchurch, Hampshire. Some of these moves
can perhaps be explained by his occupation, which was that of ‘Gunner, Royal
Horse Artillery’. This also could explain his absence from the 1901 census return.

The 1891 census records that the younger sons, Henry and William, were inmates
in the ‘South Metropolitan School District (Poor Law)’ at Herne, Kent, at ages 14
and 9 respectively. The SMSD was formed in 1849 to serve several London
Unions, both north and south of the river, and a residential school building was
built in Sutton (Surrey). Its purpose was the ‘maintenance, education, and
industrial training of the pauper children’; possibly John, the boys’ elder brother,
had attended here when he was younger. In 1876 the School District opened a
children’s seaside convalescent home at Herne Bay, in Kent, and it was here that
the two boys were recorded in 1891. There is no indication why they had been
sent to Herne Bay but it is likely that their health was too bad for them to live at
the main home in Sutton. The building, formerly the Pier Hotel, contained 170
beds. It was said to be poorly ventilated, and the ground-floor was dark and
depressing – not a wholly suitable atmosphere for a convalescent home!

It seems that Henry followed his elder brother into the Royal Artillery, as the
1911 census shows him as a ‘gunner’ in the barracks at Plympton St Mary, in
Devon. A possible marriage was in 1919 to Edith Barber, perhaps following his
discharge from the Army. A likely death for Henry was in 1943, when he was
aged 66; this was registered at Portsmouth.

The youngest son, William, joined the Royal Marines and was based at
Portsmouth. Here he met Elizabeth Maidment, and they married on 11th
November 1905. He was stationed at Eastney Barracks while Elizabeth, a few
years younger than he, was living at 126 Reginald Road. They had two sons:
William (1906) and Arthur James (1908). The census of 1911 shows Elizabeth and
the two boys living in Portsmouth together with Elizabeth’s mother, Eliza.
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Croydon Fire Brigade / Vaughan
Frank Cheney cheney@pobox.com

Do any members have any details of members of Croydon Fire Brigade and
Thornton Heath for the period 1919-1939, especially the Vaughan surname?

King
Jean Barnes [10266] {jkbapril@googlemail.com}

I am trying to find my 3xgt-grandmother’s maiden name, and marriage. She was
born in Rotherhithe in 1781 and her name was Ann. She had nine children with
John King, who was a goldsmith and lived in Moor Lane, Cripplegate, London:
Mary (1807), John (1809), Ann (1811), Joseph Edward (1813), Thomas (1815),
Napoleon (1817), Henry Sindrad (1820), Edward Sibley (1822), Robert Albion
(1824). Ann died on 16th April 1862 in Stratton St Margaret in Swindon.

John King died in 1833 aged 71 and was buried at Cripplegate church, in Moor
Lane. I believe Ann’s family could have been in ship building as she seemed to
be quite wealthy, and when she lived in Swindon her sons built a large tall house
called ‘Boundary House’, which still stands today. When the house was cleared
out to be sold, my father was given a large oil painting of a very well-known ship.

Hopefully someone will be able to help me find out more about Ann?

Rollan
Muriel Resta [10386] {mresta1@bigpond.net.au}

My gt-gt-grandfather John Rollan married Ann Maria Burnett/Burnitt on the 8
September 1815 at St Mary Newington in Southwark.

There were six children born to this couple and for the first four (born between
1816 and 1823) the address of the parents was Commercial Road, and then from
1825 to 1827 the address was Belvedere Road. John Rollan’s occupation was a
Wheelwright.

Can you help?
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Have you come up against a

Brick Wall?
Perhaps other members of the Society can help
break it down. Send your request for help to the
Editor, whose contact details appear on the
inside front cover, for publication in the next
issue.

Members’ Interests
Peter Grant (Members’ Interests Co-ordinator)

The new list of Members’ Interests is now available to view online via the Society
web page – just follow the links. Please check your entries to make sure you are
up to date.

My contact details are on the inside page of the front cover of the Journal.

Can you suggest where I might find any details regarding parents’ names,
birthplace and death records for John Rollan? I have searched Ancestry,
Findmypast and Familysearch with a nil result.

I would appreciate any help someone may be able to give.

Can you help?
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‘Odd Spot’ item from Vol 13 Issue 1
From: Poet Close’s 7th Grand Christmas Book – 1876 Kirkby Stephen, Westmorland

One hundred and thirty sixth thousand!

One Hundred and Thirty-Six Editions have been issued of Mr. George Thomas
Concreve's Celebrated Treatise On Consumption, Asthma, Chronic Bronchitis,
Cough, &c.

Post Free for 5 Stamps, from the Author, Coombe Lodge, Peckham.

Notice—October, 1873.-- Mr. Congreve may be consulted at his residence on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday mornings only.

Communication from Mr. Iles, Station Master, Banstead Railway Station, Surrey,
relative to his Son.

Mr Iles applied to me in January for advice and medicine for his son. I saw him,
at my house. His health had been declining since October, and medical opinion
had been lately given that the left lung was deceased, and his case was decline.
Others of the family had fallen by that disease. The result of my treatment was
a complete restoration to health. The following is an extract from the father's
letter, dated April 29th .—" I have recommended your treatment every chance
I have had, and shall continue so to do. I am thankful to say my son is well. I think
that he is better than ever he was. "

If anyone has knowledge of the present state of health of the Isles Family of
Banstead, they are invited to communicate with the Editor of this Journal.


