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East Surrey Family History Society  

E-newsletter no 27 April 2015        

 

WELCOME to the April 2015 edition of the e-newsletter! 

Plenty more this month about family history events, new sources and resources, plus 
opportunities to help your Society at the annual Open Day and AGM, and at Who Do 
You Think You Are?  Live.  See below for further details. 

Our Society Open Day (and AGM) is on 
Saturday 25th April 2015 and is FREE to 
attend. This year the venue is the URC Halls in 
Addiscombe Grove in Croydon, where we hold 
our Croydon Group meetings.  Do come and 
enjoy the talks which this year are on the 
theme of ‘Occupations’ and please do browse 
the exhibits and the bookstall.  Your friends 
and neighbours are welcome too and this will 
be a good opportunity to help them start to 
research their own family history. 

The AGM is the forum for members to raise 
concerns and make suggestions, and to 
volunteer with the running of the Society and to 
guide its future so please think hard to see if 
you can help.   

We are losing two members from our 
Committee (by rotation) and one member has resigned so we would welcome 
more volunteers.  These are not specific roles so enthusiasm alone will qualify 
you to help. Your Society Needs You! 

 If you have a question but cannot attend the AGM, or you would like to help the 
Society in some capacity, please contact the Honorary Secretary 
(secretary02@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk).   

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ESFHS
mailto:secretary02@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
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Who Do You Think You Are? Live is being held at the National Exhibition 
Centre near Birmingham and runs for three 
days, Thursday 16th to Saturday 18th 
April.  This is a great opportunity for 
members, their families and friends to visit 
our Society stands (numbers 16-18, just by 
the café).  We will be bringing our 
bookstall, maps, leaflets and Research 
database.  

In the Fieldwork section this month I visit Delville Wood WW1 Cemetery in France 
and find and research an East Surrey Regiment casualty. 

The Sources section looks at: 

O The East Surrey Family History Society Facebook Page. 

O England’s Immigrants 1330-1550  

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/ESFHS and if you don’t know 

how to, please see the help document on the Home Page of our FHS website or click this 
link: http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/members/enews/ESFHS%20guide%20to%20Facebook.pdf 

If you need help renewing your subscription or need to revise your physical/ email 
addresses, please contact the Membership Secretary at 
membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk  and, as always, information is available on 
our website www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk 

 

ESFHS UPDATE 

GROUP MEETINGS.  These always have interesting speakers and are a good 
opportunity to meet your fellow family historians.  The venue details are on the 
website www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk and in the Journal.   

HELP PLEASE!! 

Following the untimely death of Chris Pocock we need a new Group Secretary for 
the Sutton Group.  Please think hard to see if you can help here.  We are fortunate 
that the 2015 talks programme for Sutton is complete, thanks to Chris’s enthusiasm 
and hard work last year, so the new Secretary will have plenty of time to find their 
feet.  You can find out more about the role from Joanna, Chairman of the Sutton 
Group, at any meeting there, or from any Committee Member. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ESFHS
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/members/enews/ESFHS%20guide%20to%20Facebook.pdf
mailto:membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/
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SUTTON – Thursday 2nd April at 7.45pm.   Ian Waller poses the question ‘Are we 
British? Immigration and Emigration’.    Ian is an Author, Tutor and Family 
Historian. 

SOUTHWARK  -  Monday 13th April 2015 at 12 noon.**The talk will be on ‘The 
Institute of Historical Research’ and will be given by Kate Wilcox Reader and 
Technical Services Librarian/ Acting Librarian and Danny Millum, Publications 
Department.  This will be an introduction to the library collections held at the Institute 
of Historical Research and the IHR’s online resources in the context of family history 
research. 

** Please check your journey to Southwark.  There may be transport changes arising out of 
the rebuilding of London Bridge station which will continue until at least 2018. 

www.tfl.gov.uk says:  ‘Network Rail is rebuilding London Bridge mainline rail station.  
London Bridge National Rail station will remain open and London Bridge Tube station 
will operate as normal throughout the rebuild. However London Overground, Southern, 
Thameslink and Southeastern passengers will be affected by the improvement plans at 
certain times up to 2018.’ 
 
Southwark Group has organised a visit to the Fire Brigade Museum on April 20th 
and there are a few places still available.  See the Society website for more details:  
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/meetings.htm#Southwark 
  
RICHMOND – There is no meeting in April.  The next meeting will be on Saturday 
9th May 2015 at 2.30 pm and this will be a “Members’ Meeting” (Non-members very 
welcome).  Share successes and failures; ask for assistance or help others. (Also 
update and consideration of the future of the Richmond Group) 

CROYDON – There is no April meeting because the Open Day/AGM will be held 
at Croydon on Saturday 25th April, 10am – 4pm.  The next regular meeting will 
therefore be on Tuesday 19th May 2015 at 7.45pm when Celia Heritage will give ‘An 
introduction to land records’. 

LINGFIELD – Wednesday 22nd April 2015 at 2.30pm – Judy Hill will speak on 
‘Surrey in the 19th Century - Life of the poor & emigration in the early 19th 
century’. 

Vote for ESFHS at Nationwide Building Society (thanks to Liz for this update) 

We have received notification from the Nationwide Building Society that ESFHS has 
been nominated to feature in their Community Match Scheme.  This is their in-
branch local charity voting scheme and means we will receive at least £100 for being 
shortlisted. 

 From 1 April a poster will be displayed in their Community Match stand in the 
Nationwide branches at Addlestone, Epsom, Kingston, Leatherhead, New 
Malden, Surbiton, Walton on Thames and Worcester Park including information 
about ESFHS taken from our website.  Between 1 April and 30 June Nationwide 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/meetings.htm#Southwark
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customers vote for one of the charities on the poster and whoever gains the most 
votes wins £600. You can vote in-branch – I will find out if you can also vote on-line. 

We’d like to thank whoever put us forward for this opportunity!  And can we urge all 

Nationwide customers to Vote for ESFHS!!  Many thanks!!! 

ESFHS World War One Feature – Check out the latest news on the Home Page of 
our website. 

 

And please send in items for our WW1 section in the Journal.  The next copy date is 
27th April! 

Local News Items 

The John Innes Society www.johninnessociety.org.uk  (thanks to Sylvia for this) 

Gardeners will know this name!  My parents were keen plant growers and some of 
my first words must have been ‘John Innes Number Two’ and ‘John Innes Number 
One’ (different compost mixes).  As well as developing soils did you know he was 
also a developer of an early Garden Suburb, now Merton Park, and that he donated 
the John Innes Park to Merton? 

John Innes (1829-1904) and his elder brother, James, were from a prosperous 
London family. They traded in wine and property with considerable success and in 
1864 formed the City of London Real Property Company, which later became part of 
Land Securities plc.  John Innes acquired a large amount of land in Merton intending 
to develop housing with an easy rail link to the City. He never married and by 1871 
was living at the Manor House on Watery Lane, Merton (now part of the Rutlish 
School). 

His vision and enlightened ideas resulted in the laying out of this garden suburb with 
tree-lined roads, fine houses in a variety of sizes and styles, and the holly hedges 
that are still a feature today. His name has become famous through his bequest that 
founded the first horticultural research institute in the country. 

John Innes died in 1904 and was buried at St Mary the Virgin in Merton Park where 
his tomb and memorial window can be seen. The bell he provided in 1897 is still 
rung.  With no family of his own and an even richer brother he bequeathed the John 

http://www.johninnessociety.org.uk/
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Innes Park to the people of Merton, and his will created the John Innes Horticultural 
Institute. This world-renowned research organisation developed the John Innes 
range of composts in the 1930s. It later moved from Merton to Brayfordbury in 
Hertfordshire and is now at Colney near Norwich. 

Cross Bones Graveyard, Redcross Way, London SE1 

Redcross Way is a back-street running parallel to Borough High Street and close to 
the John Harvard Library where we hold our Southwark Group meetings.  On it 
there's a plot of land surrounded by London Underground hoardings and a big rusty 
iron gate adorned with ivy, ribbons, flowers, feathers, jewellery and other curious 
totems and a plaque bearing the epitaph: 'R.I.P. The Outcast Dead'. 

The land is a small, unconsecrated, paupers’ graveyard (from 1769 until closure in 
1853) which was formerly a burial ground for single women, possibly ‘prostitutes’, 
and it may contain up to 15,000 bodies,  The land currently belongs to TFL and may 
get redeveloped but they have granted a lease to Bankside Open Spaces Trust to 
create a ‘meanwhile’ garden.   The Friends of the Graveyard hold a vigil there on the 
23rd of each month. 

This link takes you to a short audio slideshow from the BBC, BBC News, 31 October 
2010, which explains the origins of the graveyard and shows scenes from the 
modern vigil. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11642938 

Tax Payers in Tandridge 1334  

I was cruising through Surrey History Centre’s website and found their Marvels of the 
Month page: 

http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-
history/surrey-history-centre/marvels-of-the-month 

I spotted an interesting looking article from October 2012 called ‘Taxpayers in 

Tandridge in 1334’ so, if you’ve got your family tree back this far (!) do check it out 
and you may spot someone you know!  Here’s a direct link: 

http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-
history/surrey-history-centre/marvels-of-the-month/taxpayers-in-tandridge-in-1334 

The tax, also known as a ‘subsidy’, was authorised by Parliament in September 1334 
and was levied to fund King Edward III’s war against Scotland.  Target amounts were 

set by County and Tandridge Hundred was required to find £51 10 1/2 d.  The tax 
assessment for Tandridge is recorded on four long parchment membranes at Surrey 
History Centre (SHC ref 2575/-) and covers the parishes of Lingfield, Horne, 
Bletchingley, Caterham, Warlingham, Chelsham, Farleigh, Tatsfield, Woldingham, 
Titsey, Oxted, Crowhurst, Tandridge and Godstone.  The wealthier residents are 
named and have their land and goods, including crops and livestock listed and 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11642938
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre/marvels-of-the-month
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre/marvels-of-the-month
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre/marvels-of-the-month/taxpayers-in-tandridge-in-1334
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre/marvels-of-the-month/taxpayers-in-tandridge-in-1334
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valued.  Unfortunately (for us, but not for them) the poorer residents were excluded 
from the survey. 

 

 

 

Other News 

The Internet Archive www.archive.org (thanks to Paul for this) 

According to Wikipedia, ‘The Internet Archive is a San Francisco-based non-
profit digital library with the stated mission of "universal access to all knowledge". It 
provides free public access to collections of digitized materials, including websites, 
music, moving images, and nearly three million public-domain books. As of October 
2012, its collection topped 10 petabytes‘. 

Sounds impressive and it lives up to it. The Internet Archive has been around for a 
few years and there can be few who have not used it and found how essential it is 
for research. Now, the website www.archive.org has a fresh look with a new tiled 
layout.  This not only makes the site far, far easier to use but also reveals the huge 
amount of material that is freely available. This covers not only close on 8 million 
texts from libraries around the world but also film, video and sound recordings, and 
much more besides including archived websites.  

Now you can easily find which libraries have provided what texts. For example, 
check out the European Libraries tile (see below) and then search for what there is 

http://www.archive.org/
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for Surrey (below again). From the home page you can undertake sophisticated 
advanced searches for just about any place or subject. 

 Be warned, once you start browsing you could be there a long time: there are 
several hundred classic silent films to watch as well! 

 

 

 

And searching on ‘Surrey’….. 
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Richard III’s Family Tree (thanks to Paul for this) 

My highlight from the Channel 4 coverage of Richard III’s arrival at Leicester 
Cathedral on 22 March was the production of the pedigree chart that covered his 
immediate ancestry and descendants of his relatives. Hand-scrivened on vellum? 
Adorned with gilt and coats-of-arms? No, nothing like.  Professor Kevin Schürer, Pro-
Vice Chancellor (Research and Enterprise) at the University of Leicester, produced 
with a flourish his fifty sheets of A4 paper stuck together (just) with Sellotape. 
Obviously, if is good enough for the rest of us it is good enough for King Dick. But 
then, it is a work in progress! 
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 FIELDWORK   
 
I recently visited the WW1 battlefield and memorials on the Somme, in north eastern 
France.  My grandfather, Fred ORGLES, was in the Royal Artillery and I have seen 
in his unit’s War Diary that they engaged in actions near Delville Wood in August 
1916.  He was wounded near there, and again near Serre in the November; the 
second being a ‘Blighty’ wound which meant he was returned to the UK.  He 
recovered and served the remainder of the War in England, but I was interested to 
see where he had been.  We encountered the same cold and mud on our visit so I 
can understand better the vile conditions he existed in! 
 
I paid my respects at each cemetery and memorial we visited and was particularly 
taken by this gravestone in the Delville Wood Cemetery, dedicated to Frank 
CHAPMAN who served with the East Surreys as ‘A PAGE’.  I wonder why he has 
two names?  The Cemetery Memorial Register has his and his parents’ details. 
 

  
CHAPMAN, Private FRANK, 5751. 9th Bn, East Surrey Regiment, Killed in action 19th 
August 1916, Age 22.  (Served as PAGE), Son of Samuel and Elizabeth Chapman, of 55 
Queen Eleanor Rd, Far Cotton, Northampton.  Grave Reference: V. L. 6. 
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Each War Cemetery has a Memorial Register which contains a plan of the graveyard 
and the details (where known) for each burial.  Chapman/Page’s headstone was in 
area V (5), Row L and was the 6th counting from the left. 

 

 

 

 

On my return I searched for Frank Chapman on the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission website 

 http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/548974/CHAPMAN,%20FRANK 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/548974/CHAPMAN,%20FRANK
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and discovered that he had been buried temporarily, near to where he fell, and was 
subsequently reburied in the Delville Wood Cemetery.  I will say more about 
interpreting the details and map co-ordinates given in these records in an article in 
the Journal, or a later enewsletter.  These are the Burial records for Chapman/Page 
from the CWGC website and the notes are also from the website. 
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Sources 

ESFHS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ESFHS 

The East Surrey Family History Society Facebook page carries the latest news in the 
family history world that’s relevant to our area.  It’s updated several times a week so 
always has topical items which we hope you will enjoy.  If you ‘Like’ our Page you 
will receive notifications whenever a new item is posted, and we’d be delighted if you 
also ‘Like’ the individual Posts you like best!  Then we’ll know what to include more 
of, in the future. 

 

 

This will say  when 

you first visit the Page.  

Click on this link to ‘Like’ 

and the symbol will 

changed to ‘Liked’. 

If you have enjoyed a 

particular Post you can 

let us know by clicking on 

‘Like’ under the Post.  

You can also ‘Comment’ 

on the Post and ‘Share’ it 

with other people on 

Facebook.   

https://www.facebook.com/ESFHS
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Here are some examples of recent posts: 
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England’s Immigrants 1330-1550 www.englandsimmigrants.com/ 

A choice inspired by the reburial of Richard III, who lived during this period               
(2 October 1452 – 22 August 1485).   

This database is a result of a major research project funded by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council.  It explores the extensive archival evidence about the 
names, origins, occupations and households of a significant number of foreigners 
who chose to make their lives and livelihoods in England in the era of the Hundred 
Years War, the Black Death and the Wars of the Roses.  It contains over 64,000 
names.  

The information within this database has been drawn from a variety of published and 
un-published records – taxation assessments, letters of denization and protection, 
and a variety of other licences and grants.  Please note two crucial limitations to the 
data used:  

 The first is that they have only used the two most important types of evidence 
available for the period; alien subsidy returns and letters of denization, but not 
other types of evidence such as local records.  

  The second is that the records they have used are themselves often incomplete. 

The largest body of material (just over 55,000 records in total) has been collected 
from the records of taxes paid by aliens living within England during the second half 
of the period covered by this database. The majority of these have been taken from 
the surviving records of a series of taxes levied on first-generation immigrants 
between 1440 and 1487, known collectively as the ‘alien subsidies’. In addition, for 
certain counties and towns, the database also contains the names of alien taxpayers 
who paid the subsidy granted to Henry VIII in 1523. 

As far as Alien Subsidies are concerned by far the largest immigrant population in 
medieval England was in London. Not only was it one of the main points of entry into 
the country, but it was the only place where the alien subsidy was consistently 
collected with any rigour, and has some of the best surviving records. Surrey and 
Sussex had almost 1500 Alien Returns, many of whom lived in the large and diverse 
borough of Southwark. People from France and the Low Countries were most 
commonly recorded, but there were also large numbers of Irish, a few intrepid Scots 
had made it this far south and there were other individuals from almost every part of 
Europe, from Portugal to Prussia. 

The other main source of information has been the various records of letters of 
protection and denization issued to immigrants and other non-English people 
throughout the period covered by this database, over 7,700 in total. These record the 
people to whom the Crown granted specific rights that we would today associate with 
the notion of citizenship.  

Letters of denization were issued by the Crown from the 1370s onwards. 
Recipients would pay a fee and take an oath of allegiance to the Crown, and in 
return were to be treated and considered in the same way as any English subject 
born within the realm. They were expected to pay taxes, tallages, customs and 
subsidies in the same way, and at the same rates, as native born Englishmen.  

http://www.englandsimmigrants.com/
http://www.englandsimmigrants.com/page/sources/alien-subsidies/
http://www.englandsimmigrants.com/page/sources/letters-of-denization-and-other-sources
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I searched on a family name, FLOREY, and was lucky to find the following entry: 
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The more general search below illustrates the range of nationalities and places of 
origin for the (first page of ) 2,131 people residing in ‘Surrey’, in the database. 
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Website Update  

I am indebted to the Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies (IHGS) for these 
updates   www.ihgs.ac.uk 
 
News 
 
The Government has accepted an amendment to the Deregulation Bill currently going 
before the House of Lords that allows for the publication of information from Birth, Marriage 
and Death Certificates in England and Wales to be issued otherwise than in the form of a 
certified copy. It will be up  to GRO to institute mechanisms and set the access price.  
 
FindMyPast and BillionGraves have announced that they will partner to add more than 12 
million grave marker indexes to family history websites mocavo.com and findmypast.com. 
 
Please be careful!  You have to subscribe, and pay, to use some of these web sites.  If 
you need any help or advice please speak to a Committee member at any of the 
Society meetings.  To open a site, click on the blue address then press both the CTRL 
key and Click on your keyboard simultaneously. 
 
 
FamilySearch   https://familysearch.org/   has added: 

 Canadian headstone index 
 US, New York, Naturalization Index, 1792–1906 

FindMyPast - www.findmypast.co.uk/  has added: 

 British Merchant Navy First World War Medal Cards 
 British Trade Union Membership registers 
 British Trade Union Service and Casualties 
 Dorset parish registers 
 Manchester Cholera Victims 1832 
 Royal Artillery Honours & Awards 1886 - 2013 
 New South Wales wills from 1800–1952 
 New South Wales, Macquarie Park Cemetery Transcriptions, 1922-2001 
 Queensland Immigrants records 

Ancestry www.ancestry.co.uk/  has added: 

 Gloucestershire, baptism, marriages and burials 
 German births, marriages and deaths 
 Northamptonshire baptisms and burials 1813-1912 
 West Yorkshire, Estate Rentals, 1380-1932 
 West Yorkshire, Select Poor Law and Township Records, 1663-1914  
 Mechanical Engineer Records, 1847-1930 
 Royal Navy Registers of Seamen's Services, 1900-1928 
 Canada, Quaker Meeting Records, 1786-1988 
 Croatia, Zagreb Survivor Lists, 1945 
 Hungary, Jews of Szombathely,1944 
 Romania, Teis-Dâmboviţa Camp Prisoners, 1941 
 Romania, Jews of Dés (Dej) in the Ghettoization of May, 1944 

http://www.ihgs.ac.uk/
http://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=a1b65745a6&e=bf7bc6b227
http://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=610e23cd21&e=bf7bc6b227
https://familysearch.org/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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 U.S., Colorado, Naturalization Records, 1876–1990    
 U.S., Hawaii, Index to Filipino Arrivals to Honolulu,  
 U.S., Louisiana, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 1865 1872 
 U.S., Massachusetts, Boston Passenger Lists, 1820–1891 records and images 

collection. 
 U.S., Massachusetts, Federal Census Mortality Schedule, 1870, and 1880    
 U.S., Virginia, Alexandria Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels, 1946–1957 
 U.S., Petitions of the Jewish People's Committee, 1938 
 U.S., New York, Abstracts of National Guard Service in WWI, 1917-1919 
 U.S., Freedmen’s Bureau, Records of the Assistant Commissioner, 1865–1872 
 New Zealand cemeteries records 
 South Africa, Immigration Index, 1858-1986 
 South Africa, Estates Death Index, 1999-2014 

 
Ireland Genealogy Projects Archives www.igp-web.com/IGPArchives/ has added: 

  CLARE Genealogy Archives - Headstones Doonbeg Cemetery, Doonmore 
Cemetery, Shanakyle Cemetery  

 Fermanagh Vital Records  

The Genealogist https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/ has added: 

 Tithe maps for Middlesex, Surrey, Buckinghamshire and Leicestershire 

RootsIreland www.rootsireland.ie/  has added: 

 Wexford Roman Catholic parishes of Ballindaggin, Ballyoughter, & Kilanerin 

Irish Ancestors www.irishancestors.ie/  has added: 

 Early Irish Births Index 

Durham Online  www.durhamrecordsonline.com/ has added: 

 Auckland St. Andrew burials 1559-1653 
 Bishopwearmouth: Sans Street Methodist (Sunderland circuit) baptisms 1797-1837 
 Newcastle All Saints baptisms 1798-1800 & 1835-1836, burials 1798-1812 
 Durham St. Mary the Less (South Bailey) marriages 1560-1797 

Deceased Online https://www.deceasedonline.com/ has added: 

 Church (Rock) Cemetery and Basford Cemetery in Nottingham  

MyHeritage www.myheritage.com/ has added: 

 Scandinavian records 

END 

http://www.igp-web.com/IGPArchives/
https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
http://www.rootsireland.ie/
http://irishancestors.ie/
http://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/
https://www.deceasedonline.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/

