
 

 

 

 

East Surrey Family History Society  

e-newsletter   No 14 February 2014 

 

WELCOME to the February 2014 edition of the e-newsletter!  A bumper 
edition with lots of events and new websites so plenty to help you with 
your family history. 

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their subscription for East Surrey 
Family History Society!! This fell due on 1st January 2014! 

If this has slipped your mind or it is still at the end of your very long ‘to-do’ list, 
don’t worry, we can accept late renewals! 

If you need any help or need to revise your physical or email address, or any other 
details please contact the Membership Secretary at 
membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk  . The annual subscription remains at £12 for 
the coming year so no need to amend existing payment instructions but   if    you 
don’t have a standing order, and are not covered by one of the overseas      
arrangements, you can renew using either the GENFAIR website   
http://www.genfair.co.uk/search.php?search=east+surrey+membership&Submit=Search 

Or you can download and complete the application form from the East Surrey Family 
History Society web site.  See http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/m_ship.htm  (that’s 
m_(underscore)ship.htm) 

Please tell your friends about the Society and encourage them to join us too.  
We always look forward to greeting and helping new members. 

In this edition I have provided the usual round up of news and events and there are 
also features on: 

 Who Do You Think You Are show 20th-22nd February 2014 

 ESFHS Open Day and AGM  26th April 2014 

 TNA Webinars 

 BBC TV website – initial WW1 programme schedule 

 Imperial War Museum  

Please come and say hello to any of the Group meeting or Society Committee 
members at your next Meeting.  We love to hear what you are researching about!! 

 

mailto:membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
http://www.genfair.co.uk/search.php?search=east+surrey+membership&Submit=Search
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/m_ship.htm


 

 

 

ESFHS UPDATE 

Group meetings.  The regular Programme of meetings at five venues across 

East Surrey is shown below.  See you there! 

SUTTON – Thursday February 6th at 7.45 pm. John Parkin will speak on ‘’ Buses, 
Trams and Trolleybuses in the Sutton area’’.  John used to work for London 
Transport and Southern Railway.  

RICHMOND – No February meeting.  The next meeting will be on Saturday March 
8th at 2.30pm when Isabel Sullivan will present "John Evelyn - his diary and Surrey 
history”.  The talk discusses the Surrey born diarist and horticulturalist. Since its first 
publication by William Bray in the early 19th century, Evelyn's diary has been a key 
source for scholars and local historians of Surrey.  

CROYDON – Tuesday   18th   February at 7.45pm.    Stephen Humphrey will speak 
on ‘’Royal Surrey [Zoological] Gardens in Walworth’’.  Stephen was formerly the 
Borough of Southwark Archivist. 

LINGFIELD – Wednesday February 26th at 2.30pm – ‘’Memorabilia’’ - members 
are invited to bring some of their interesting family bits and pieces and to tell us the 
history.  Tea and coffee available to help us all talk! 

SOUTHWARK – Monday 10th February at 12.00 noon -  "Delinquents, 
especially juveniles, & those who tried to reform them" by Kathy CHATER  
Learn about the records & how to discover if any of you ancestors were tearaways, 
probation officers or reformers.  (I’m sure some of mine were!! – Ed.) 

See the December Journal or click on the Group names in the Meetings page of the 
website www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk  for dates, address and location details.  

The next East Surrey FHS Journal will be posted or emailed (if requested) to you at 
the beginning of March 2014. 

Please send any contributions to the Journal to the Journal Editor, Chris Green, by 
the deadline shown on the Index page.  The next deadline, for the June Journal is 1st 
May 2014.  

We will be making a call for articles on your Ancestors’ lives during the First World 
War, at home or abroad, in the June Journal.   

 

Events 

In February ESFHS will be attending the Who Do You Think You Are Show at 
Olympia on Thursday 20th to Saturday 22nd February 2014 from 09:30 am to 5pm 
each day.   

http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/


 

 

 

There is no Sunday programme this year; we have 
Thursday instead.   

See  http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com/default  
and the advertisement below. 

Remember to check your train and bus times.  The 
nearest tube station is ‘ Kensington Olympia’ which is 
on the (Orange) London Underground line and on the 
special extension to the (green) District line to/from Earl’s Court.   See  
www.tfl.gov.uk for up to date travel information. 

We will be there in two guises.  One the familiar Society stands (104-108) with a 
wonderful array of books and publications about both East Surrey places and its 
records.  This will also include a Help Desk where you can get advice and 
information on tracing your East Surrey ancestry and search the unique records we 
have transcribed and hold on our database.  REMEMBER!  Ancestry doesn’t have 
everything!   

We will also be manning the adjacent 2015 Genealogy Conference stand (number 
109) where you can find out more about next year’s 
Conference and hopefully register your interest in 
receiving regular updates.  The Conference is being 
hosted by East Surrey Family History Society at the 
Beaumont Hotel in Windsor, 29-31 August 2015.    

You can register your interest at: 
2015genealogyconference@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk 

The Conference web site will be appearing in the 

New Year! 

 

Special Ticket Offer for WDYTYA – ends 7 Feb 2014 

See the ESFHS website, Events page, for the 2 for 1 offer! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com/default
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/
mailto:2015genealogyconference@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk


 

 

 

Here is an advertisement from WDYTYA: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otherwise the most important date for your diary is our… 

 
Spring Craft Fair, 8th March 2014 11am to 3pm at SCOLA, 
Sutton Centre/Central Library 
 
Your Society Bookstall will be here! 
Free entrance so bring your family and friends, and 
perhaps bring some research questions as Sutton 
Local Studies Centre, on level 3, will be open 9.30am 
to 5pm!! 
 
Sutton Local Studies Centre is open: 
 
Tue, Fri 10am-5pm; Wed 10am-8pm;  
Alternate Sat 9.30am-5pm; Alternate Sun 1-4.30pm 
Closed Mon & Thurs 
 

Who Do You Think You Are? Live: the world’s largest family history show. 

It’s back! The annual genealogy event, sponsored by Ancestry.co.uk, returns to London’s Olympia on 20-

22 February, 2014. 

Piecing together your family history is a deeply rewarding experience. Nothing can beat the excitement 

of making new discoveries and identifying lost relatives. However, if you've recently hit a brick wall 

with your research, or you are daunted by all the options available for those starting their family tree, 

then help is at hand at Who Do You Think You Are? Live. 

Every year, hundreds of genealogy experts from the major subscription sites, museums, archives and 

family history societies descend on Olympia for the world's largest family history show. If you need a 

helping hand to uncover your family secrets, there's no better place to go. 

They’ll be new features at the 2014 show including commemorating the centenary of WWI and a new 

celebrity line-up to add to the usual popular features. You can: 

 Attend over 100 workshops in the Society of Genealogists’ Workshop Programme 
 Investigate family photographs with our experts 
 Spend one-to-one time with an expert in a subject of your choice,  
 Learn how DNA can help with research 
 Visit family history societies from all over the UK 
 Hear how celebrities from the television show felt about their discoveries, starting with Natasha 

Kaplinsky on the Thursday.  
 Explore over 120 exhibitors all specialising in family history  

Don’t miss your chance to extend your research and share in the passion and enthusiasm of thousands 

of fellow family historians! 

For more information and the very latest in show news, please visit 

www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.co.uk. 



 

 

 

And in Jan-Jun 2014, open the following weekends: 
11/12 Jan, 25/26 Jan, 8/9 Feb, 22/23 Feb, 8/9 Mar, 22/23 Mar, 5/6 Apr, 19/20 
Apr, 3/4 May, 17/18 May, 31 May/1 Jun, 14/15 Jun, 28/29 Jun 
 
Sutton Local Studies Centre, Central Library, St Nicholas Way, Sutton, Surrey SM1 1EA 

Tel: +44 (020 8770 4747), FAX: +44 (020 8770 4777) www.sutton.gov.uk 

Email:  Local.Studies@sutton.gov.uk  Follow us on Twitter @SuttonArchives 

 
Open Meeting and AGM at Bourne Hall on  
Saturday 26 April 2014, 10am to 4pm 

This is the main event of 2014 for ESFHS so please try to come along.  
Entrance is free and we have three very interesting talks with local themes.  
The day finishes with the Society AGM and you will hear about the Society’s 
activities of the past year and future plans.  This is your chance to influence 
what the Society does! 

Surrey – A County of History 
 

 
 

Our Bookstall and Help Desk will be there plus much more of interest to local and 
family historians.    

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutton.gov.uk&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHObjeD9mHIEY1HI6RUef7dHzvACA
mailto:Local.Studies@sutton.gov.uk


 

 

 

WANTED!! 

HELP Please!  We still need someone to take over the role of Honorary Secretary 
from the AGM in April 2014 and, on October 14th 2013 Sheila Gallagher stepped 
down after over 20 years fine service as Secretary to the Southwark Group.  Please 
speak to a Committee member or Group representative at any meeting to find out 
more about these roles. 

Other East Surrey news 

Lucy Harris of Kingston Museum emailed me on 27
th

 January: 

Dear East Surrey Family History Society,  
  
My name is Lucy Harris and I am the Project Leader at 
Kingston Museum for the project ‘1914: Remembering 
Kingston at War’. 
  
We are putting out a call for objects and memorabilia 
related to Kingston’s involvement in the First World War 
which we could then borrow and display in our exhibition 
starting May 16th and running until August 16th. 
  
I have attached the document ‘call for objects’   (see below) to this email, which gives more 
information regarding the exhibition and my contact details. I would be grateful if you would 
circulate the document to your members. (See below) 

Lucy Harris 

 Project Leader: 1914 Remembering Kingston at War 

On Behalf of Kingston Museum, Wheatfield Way, Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2PS 

020 8547 6463, www.kingston.gov.uk/museum   

As part of the commemorative events for the Centenary of the First World War and to 

recognise Kingston residents’ involvement in the war, Kingston Museum will be holding an 

exhibition from 16th May – 16th August. 

The exhibition will tell the often forgotten stories of the war: including those of men and 

women working long hours to produce planes used on the Western Front, young soldiers 

who enlisted to fight in Europe despite being under age, those who spoke out against the 

war, the nurses and doctors who cared for the injured officers returning from the Front to 

recuperate in Kingston and the families who came to Kingston from Belgium, looking for a 

safe place to live. 

We are hoping to acquire objects and memorabilia which have a ‘Kingston at war’ 

provenance or are related to the 1914-1918 war in general. Should you have such an item in 

your possession that you would be willing to lend to the museum for the duration of the 

exhibition, we would be delighted to meet you! 

Please contact Lucy Harris at Lucy.Harris@rbk.kingston.gov.uk 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kingston.gov.uk%2Fmuseum&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGOlGM7Mi5NH99zOGHaJT0vxaSITQ


 

 

 

 

And I have this update from Phil Cooper, Exploring Surrey's Past Officer at the 

Surrey History Centre. phil.cooper@surreycc.gov.uk ; 

‘’We are delighted to announce that Surrey Heritage has received initial support from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its ambitious project ‘A County Remembers: Surrey in the 
Great War’. The project is at the heart of the county's commemoration of the First World War 
and the quest to understand how the war changed the face of Surrey and the lives of its 
residents.  
 
The HLF believes the project has potential to deliver high-quality benefits and value for 
Lottery money and has awarded us funds to employ a consultant to further develop the 
project, publicise it to schools, community groups and other potential partners and 
participants and, most importantly, prepare a bid for HLF funding for the main project which 
will run for the full 5 years of the commemoration of the war, 2014-18. The application was in 
competition with many other projects, so our first-round pass is a recognition that the outline 
proposals presented in the stage 1 bid are very much on the right track.  
 
If our stage 2 application is successful, the main project will lead, collect and publish online 
community-based research exploring all aspects of the impact of the war on the county and 
the stories of those who served in the armed forces and those who contributed on the home 
front.  People of all ages and backgrounds across the county will be inspired to come 
together with the common aim of creating a global, interactive, accessible and enduring 
digital resource telling Surrey's story during the war years.    
 
At the heart of the full project will be a new website recording the stories of Surrey's towns, 
villages, organisations and individual men and women who experienced the war, both those 
who survived and those who fell.  This constantly expanding and developing resource will 
enable people to explore, and understand the impact of the war on the county. Contributors 
of all ages, backgrounds and levels of experience will discover the thrill of exploring and 
understanding the past as they investigate original records, letters and newspapers to add 
content to the website. As people are inspired to investigate the impact of the war on their 
families and communities, memories and memorabilia of the war, in danger of disappearing 
with the passage of time, will be captured for posterity.  
 
With the support, enthusiasm and energy of current residents of Surrey and those with 
former links to the county, the project will create a fitting tribute to the sacrifices and suffering 
of their forebears of 100 years ago who endured the first global, industrial war in human 
history.  
 
Further information is available via Exploring Surrey's Past: 
http://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/military/surreys-first-world-
war/remembers/  
 

Kingston Museum - 1000 years of Crime and Punishment 

Have you found any miscreant ancestors, particularly from Kingston upon Thames? 

The Kingston Museum is organising and exhibition, 28 March to 26 April 2014 that 

might be of interest – and perhaps even if all your relations were law-abiding folk. 

https://mail.virginmedia.com/mail/h/1mpfuwohy5ma4/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=phil.cooper@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk%2Fthemes%2Fsubjects%2Fmilitary%2Fsurreys-first-world-war%2Fremembers%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF6oEXw1ombVQORIYJuUFWnVQVhcg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk%2Fthemes%2Fsubjects%2Fmilitary%2Fsurreys-first-world-war%2Fremembers%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF6oEXw1ombVQORIYJuUFWnVQVhcg


 

 

 

You will be able to take a walk through the dark streets of Kingston past, to discover 

tales of theft, murder and heresy. Stories of terrible crimes and even more brutal 

punishments will be told through, art, film, sound and stage settings. You will be able 

to read about the stories of cunning criminals in the Museum’s rogue’s gallery, have 

a go in the stocks and peer into a Victorian prison.  

The exhibition is the result of a project showcasing the research, artwork and films 

created by young people at Anstee Bridge  www.coombegirlsschool.org/anstee-

bridge-project-2013 and is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Kingston Museum is at Wheatfield Way, Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2PS 
www.kingston.gov.uk/museum 

(Thanks for this item, Paul. Ed.  ) 

 

Other News 

British Library Out-of-Copyright maps, diagrams, illustrations and photos 

Thanks to our Chairman Paul Blake for this wonderful piece of news! 

If you like to illustrate your family history with images from the past, then there is 

some good news. The British Library has added over a million images from books 

published in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries to its Flickr account.   And because the 

copyright for each image has expired, the British Library is encouraging people to 

use them however they would like.   There is everything from landscape drawings to 

early photographs.   Check it out at www.flickr.com/britishlibrary 

 

A selection of the images for Surrey 

http://www.coombegirlsschool.org/anstee-bridge-project-2013
http://www.coombegirlsschool.org/anstee-bridge-project-2013
http://www.kingston.gov.uk/museum
http://www.flickr.com/britishlibrary


 

 

 

New User Group for Maidstone Archives 

http://www.khcarchivesusergroup.org.uk/ 

A new user group (The Kent History Centre Archives User Group) has been formed 
to serve members of the public searching in the archives at the Kent History and 
Library Centre in Maidstone. Since the move from the previous archives centre into 
KHLC many issues have arisen which are inhibiting easy access of archival 
information held in the centre. As such many new users are not returning while 
regular users have become increasingly frustrated because they cannot access the 
documents they require under the right conditions 

If you have any concerns about the archives you would like the group to raise on 
your behalf please email usergroupkhcarchives@gmail.com. 

(Thanks to Celia Heritage for this item.  Ed.) 

 

Middlesex Appeal Tribunal – WW1 exemption from conscription 
cases 

The National Archives is making the digitised records of the Middlesex Appeal 
Tribunal, which heard the cases of men seeking exemption from conscription into the 
army during the First World War, available online.  
 
The records of the Middlesex Appeal Tribunal, in series MH 47 include case papers 
of over 8,000 individuals, as well as administrative papers reflecting the changing 
policy towards conscription as the war progressed. The records reveal men seeking 
exemption on medical, family or economic grounds, as well as the relatively small 
proportion wishing not to fight on moral grounds as conscientious objectors. 
 
The Middlesex Appeal Tribunal was one of the county-level appeal tribunals, part of 
a national system of military service tribunals that were established across the UK to 
hear applications from men seeking exemption from military service. The collection is 
one of two sets of appeal tribunal records officially retained as a benchmark following 
the end of hostilities, and provides a unique insight into the impact of the First World 
War on families, businesses and communities far from the battlefields.  
 
Local and county appeal tribunal records also survive in many local archives, within 
personal and local government collections, and with the Federation of Family History 
Societies, The National Archives has begun a survey of surviving material in local 
collections to supplement A2A and NRA data.  
 
Search the case papers through the TNA’s First World War 100 web portal at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war/  
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fihgs.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85%26id%3Dda60197764%26e%3Dbf7bc6b227&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHM0kBbM6gjv-nyP2mLiwbyw5Iu3w
https://mail.virginmedia.com/mail/h/1mpfuwohy5ma4/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=usergroupkhcarchives@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalarchives.gov.uk%2Ffirst-world-war%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF7P50MOmoBYad6Wt0K4TSshbKEBQ


 

 

 

Manorial Documents Register http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/910.htm 

The National Archives and the Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS) have 
announced a new partnership to accelerate progress with the revision of the 
Manorial Documents Register. Funding from The Federation will help meet the cost 
of four additional county projects over the next two years, in Northumberland, 
Northamptonshire, Wiltshire and Kent. 

Work has already been completed work on over half the counties of England and the 
whole of Wales, and should be completed by 2020.   

TNA – First World War unit diaries launched online 

You can search and download a selection of the unit war diaries (record series 
WO 95). Written by officers in the front line, these diaries give unprecedented access 
to daily movements and action in the trenches and beyond.  They are not personal 
diaries and you must pay to download the diary.  I chose one at random, the 1/5 
Battalion City of London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade), and the download cost 
was displayed as £3-36. 

What the diaries contain 

For researchers and family historians, the war diaries contain a wealth of information 
of far greater interest than the army could ever have predicted. They provide 
unrivalled insight into daily events on the front line, and are full of fascinating detail 
about the decisions that were made and the activities that resulted from them. War 
diaries are still kept by the armed services to this day, and historical war diaries such 
as these are still referred to.  

The war diaries are arranged by operational theatre (front) first, then by GHQ, then 
Army, then Corps, then division, then by the units within each division. They cover 
the entire period of the unit's involvement in the war, from their arrival on the front to 
their departure at the end of the war.  

The war diaries include details of the unit's activities, often on a daily basis. While not 
personal diaries, they do often refer to individuals and in some cases offer personal 
insights into life (and inevitably death) on the front line 

What's available in the first batch 

This first batch of unit war diaries reveals the real-time account of the first three 
cavalry (WO 95/1096 to WO 95/1156) and the first seven infantry divisions (WO 
95/1227 to WO 95/1670) who were part of the first wave of British army troops 
deployed in France and Flanders. They cover the entire period of the units’ 
involvement in the war, from their arrival on the front to their departure at the end of 
the war. 

 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/910.htm
http://www.ffhs.org.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mdr/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.nationalarchives.gov.uk%2FMAN-240WX-56K7I5-VRCMC-1%2Fc.aspx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFm6YrnwEGLGrb2dbxLp4aoCPEsRg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.nationalarchives.gov.uk%2FMAN-240WX-56K7I5-VRCMC-1%2Fc.aspx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFm6YrnwEGLGrb2dbxLp4aoCPEsRg


 

 

 

SOURCES  

The National Archives – Webinars 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/webinars.htm 

The National Archives' record specialists will be running a series of free webinars, 
focusing on different series of records and the research skills that you will need to 
make the most of them. On the TNA website it says: 

‘What is a webinar?  A 'webinar' is an online seminar. Each webinar will consist of an 
introduction to the records or research technique, with the opportunity to ask 
questions and get answers from the presenter and your webinar host. Your host will 
be a specialist in the research topic covered.   

‘Live webinars are available on set dates at set times, and last no more than one 
hour. These are online sessions only, which you can log into from your own 
computer or tablet without having to travel to visit The National Archives. It is not 
possible to attend the session in person. 

‘The forthcoming programme is: 

 13 February: Army muster lists  

 12 March: Emigration records  

 8 April: Medieval and early modern sources  

 12 May: Victorian workhouses  

 11 June: Battalions and regiments in the First World War’ 

I tried to register for the next few webinars but they have proved very popular and I 
got this message: 

‘Please note that all sessions are now fully booked. Recordings of the sessions 

will be made available online, and we will be running further webinars later in 

the year. Please keep an eye on this page for further details, or subscribe to our 

e-newsletter. ‘ 

BUT I then got an email saying: 

‘Due to the high demand, we have been able to extend our audience 

capacity, so there are still places available.  We have noted your details and will contact you nearer 

the time with detailed instructions on how to login to the session. 

 

Please note that we will be using a platform called 'Blackboard Collaborate'. If you are planning to 

view the session on a Tablet or Smartphone, you will need to download the 'Blackboard Collaborate' 

app (available on Apple and Android) in advance.’ 

So if you are interested I suggest you still register.  Good luck! 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/webinars.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/visit/events.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/webinar-army-musters.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/webinar-emigration-sources.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/webinar-medieval-early-modern-sources.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/webinar-why-did-people-fear-the-victorian-workhouse.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/webinar-tracing-british-battalions.htm


 

 

 

BBC TV   http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww1 

The BBC has announced a schedule of  TV programmes that investigate and document the 

events of World War One.   This is obviously just the beginning, and an early start.  There is 

also a very rich website and I have shown some screen shots below so you can see the 

breadth and range of material being made available now (it will change frequently!).  This 

includes the offer of a newsletter and an Open University booklet and I spotted a handy 

Timeline of the significant battles and events of the War.  Pretty overwhelming already! 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww1


 

 

 

You can customise your newsletter: 

 

And the ‘WW1 Timeline’ is at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/summary_01.shtml 

 

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) 

 http://www.iwm.org.uk/centenary (national website) 

 And   http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london (IWM London website) 

IWM was established in 1917, while the First World War was still being fought, to 
ensure future generations understood the causes and consequences of war, to 
collect and display material as a record of everyone’s experiences during that war 
and to remember the men and women who served.  

IWM London is undergoing a major building 
redevelopment to transform the museum to mark 
the Centenary of the First World War. Work has 
begun and IWM London is closed until July 2014. 

In July 2014, for the Centenary of the First World 
War, a transformed IWM London will reopen with 
ground-breaking new First World War Galleries and a newly configured atrium 
displaying their iconic large objects. To mark the First World War Centenary they 
are opening with Truth and Memory – the largest exhibition of British First World 
War art for almost 100 years.  

In July the family exhibition ‘Horrible Histories®: Spies’ will reopen along with War 
Story: Supplying Frontline Afghanistan as well as the latest exhibition in the 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/summary_01.shtml
http://www.iwm.org.uk/centenary
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london


 

 

 

contemporary arts and photography programme –‘ IWM Contemporary: Mark 
Neville’. 

The permanent exhibitions and galleries will also reopen including: 

 The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes – featuring the world’s 
largest collection of Victoria Crosses 

 The Holocaust Exhibition – telling the story of the Nazi persecution of the 
Jews and other groups before and during the Second World War 

 Secret War – revealing the clandestine world of espionage, covert 
operations and the work of Britain’s Special Forces 

 A Family in Wartime – telling the story life how the Allpress family 
experienced life in London during the Second World War. 

Throughout the closure the Research Room  remains open (for pre-booked 
appointments). 

Website Update  

I am indebted to the Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies for these updates 
 www.ihgs.ac.uk 
 
Please be careful!  You have to subscribe, and pay, to use some of these web sites.  If 
you need any help or advice please speak to a Committee member at any of the 
Society meetings.  To open a site, click on the blue address then press both the CTRL 
key and Click on your keyboard simultaneously. 
 
FindMyPast    www.findmypast.co.uk/  has added: 

 Manchester Rate Books, 1706-1900 
 Plymouth & West Devon Rate Books 1598-1933 
 Southwark Rate Books 
 Westminster Rate Books, 1634-1900 
 Tank Corps and Royal Tank Corps records 1919-1934.  

Ancestry www.ancestry.co.uk/  has added: 

 London Selected Rate Books 1684- 

 Surrey, Electoral Registers, 1918-1945 
 West Yorkshire,  Electoral Registers, 1840-1962 
 Isle of Man, baptism, marriage and burial index 

FamilySearch   https://familysearch.org/   has added:  

 Essex Parish Registers, 1538-1900 
 Norfolk Register of Electors, 1844-1952 
 Brazil, São Paulo, Port of Santos, Passenger and Immigrant Lists, 1960–1982 
 Hungary, Jewish Vital Records Index, 1800–1945 
 Italy, Bari, Bari, Civil Registration (Tribunale), 1866–1929 
 U.S., Massachusetts, Boston Tax Records, 1822–1918; Boston Passenger Lists 

Index, 1899–1940 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections-research/research-facilities
http://www.ihgs.ac.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
https://familysearch.org/


 

 

 

 U.S., New York, State Health Department, Genealogical Research Death Index, 
1957–1963 

 U.S., South Carolina, Darlington County Records, 1798–1923;  Freedmen's Bureau 
Records, 1865–1872 

 U.S., Tennessee, Putnam County Marriages, 1930–1961 
 U.S., Maryland, Baltimore Passenger Lists Index, 1820–1897 
 U.S., Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Passenger Lists Index, 1800-1906 
 U.S., Wisconsin, Milwaukee Naturalization Index, 1848-1990 

Deceased Online   www.deceasedonline.com/ has added 

 Cyprus, Egypt, Malta and Singapore burial records from The National Archives 
military collection  

 Kensal Green Cemetery 

 

British Newspaper Archive   www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk has added:  

 Birmingham Gazette 1877 
 Bolton Evening News. 1869 
 Bradford Daily Telegraph. 1875 
 Bucks free press 1947 
 Daily Herald., The 1917 
 Durham County Advertiser, The 1815 - 1854 
 Evening Post, The 1900 - 1905 
 Grantham Journal 1915, 1919 - 1920, 1923 - 1927, 1940 
 Hastings and St Leonards Observer 1914, 1918 - 1920, 1925 - 1928, 1931 - 1932, 

1934, 1936 - 1939, 1941 
 Hereford Times 1909 - 1910, 1912, 1930, 1935, 1937 
 Inverness Courier 1935, 1938 - 1941 
 Norfolk Chronicle 1889, 1908, 1921 
 Paisley Herald and Renfrewshire Advertiser 1874 
 Sligo Champion 1948 
 Staffordshire Advertiser 1814, 1847 

 Surrey Comet, and General Advertiser., The 1878 
 Swindon Advertiser and North Wilts Chronicle 1858 - 1930 
 Taunton Courier, and Western Advertiser 1820 
 Wells Journal 1898 
 Worcester Journal 1938 - 1941 
 Yorkshire Evening Post 1940 
 Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, The 1868 - 1953 

Origins.net  www.origins.net/  has added: 

 London Poor Law Abstracts 1581-1899 

The National Archives  http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ has added: 

 Bedfordshire added to Manorial Documents Register 

 

http://www.deceasedonline.com/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/


 

 

 

Roots Ireland   www.rootsireland.ie/   has added: 

 Armagh Methodist (Baptisms 1844-1846) 
 Lurgan (High Street) Methodist (Baptisms 1813-1864 + Marriages 1842-1844) 
 Moira Methodist (Baptisms 1827-1844) 
 Newry Methodist (Baptisms 1824-1865 + Deaths 1835) 
 Portadown (Thomas Street) Methodist (Baptisms 1824-1864 + Marriages 1839-1841) 
 Tandragee Methodist (Baptisms 1800-1866 + Marriages 1838-1845) 
 Portadown Primitive Methodist (Baptisms 1847-1878); 
 Eglish Church of Ireland (Baptisms 1803-1865 + Deaths 1803-1805) 
 Kilmore (St Saviours) Church of Ireland (Baptisms 1843-1863) 
 Richhill Congregationalist Church (Baptisms 1845-1867 + Marriages 1850-1876) 
 Lurgan (Quaker) Society of Friends (Baptisms 1607-1862 + Marriages 1634-1848 + 

Deaths 1697-1898) 
 Richhill & Grange (Quaker) Society of Friends (Baptisms 1812-1878 + Marriages 

1816-1836 + Deaths 1747-1920) 

Ireland Genealogy Projects Archives   www.igp-web.com/igparchives/ 

has added: 

 Irish Constabulary 1858 
 Donegal Abbey Monumental Inscriptions 
 Dublin, Mount Jerome, 66 & 67 and Deansgrange Cemetery, West Section 
 Galway, Clontuskert Church Monumental Inscriptions 
 Kerry, Stradbally Monumental Inscriptions 
 Laios, Timahoe Monumental Inscriptions 
 Meath, Hill of Slane Monumental Inscriptions 

Ulster Historical Association  www.ancestryireland.com  has added: 

 Ireland’s Memorial Records: World War One 
 Eden School Register 1872 to 1945: Tamlaght O’Crilly parish, Co. Londonderry 
 County Down: Killinchy Church of Ireland baptisms 1820-77, Blaris Church of Ireland 

baptisms 1661-1720, Magheralin Church of Ireland baptisms 1783-1870, Bangor 
Church of Ireland baptisms 1803-43, Ballywalter Church of Ireland baptisms 1845-75, 
Ardkeen Church of Ireland baptisms 1746-1871 

My Heritage   www.MyHeritage.com has added:  

 Scandinavian Collection,  Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland from 1600s 

 

http://www.rootsireland.ie/
http://www.igp-web.com/igparchives/
http://www.ancestryireland.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/

